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O'Brien County Conservation
Mascot's Name Reveal
In November O'Brien County Conservation announced
that a new bison mascot was joining the team. The bison
mascot needed a name though and we wanted the public
to help with this effort. Many great name suggestions were
shared via social media. After name submissions were
gathered we took the top four names and put them up for
vote on Facebook. The top names were Brien, Tatanka,
Chip, and Billy. It was a tight race with the top two being
Brien and Tatanka, but Brien won with the most likes.
....Name Reveal Continues on Page 2

WINTER 2021

Mascot Name Reveal: Oh Brien Tatanka
The American bison's scientific name is made up of three
words. It is in the genus: Bison, species: bison, and
subspecies: bison. So technically their full name is Bison
bison bison. The nickname buffalo is thought to come from
the French word "boeuf" which means beef. Playing off of
this, and the tight race for naming, we thought it would be
fun to give the mascot a formal name and nickname as well.
Meet Oh Brien Tatanka, or as we like to call him - Brien!

Get to Know Brien

Favorite Food: Grass species
Favorite Place to Eat (and Sleep): Open plains & prairies
Favorite Gift to Give: Bison chips as nutrient rich fertilizer
Best Place to Meet Brien: At O'Brien County Conservation
Board Events

Meet O'Brien County Conservation's Newest Park Ranger
My wife, Teal, and I are happily married with one wonderful daughter. We
have one loving dog and two demanding cats who tolerate living with us. I
went to Cherokee Washington High School and graduated from the
University of Northern Iowa with a Biology degree. I worked seasonally with
the Iowa DNR before joining the Conservation Corps Minnesota and Iowa as
an AmeriCorps member, after two years with AmeriCorps I was able to join
the staff of Conservation Corps Minnesota and Iowa as the Iowa Program
Manager. I then moved back to Cherokee as the Natural Resource Manager
for the Cherokee County Conservation Board for two years.

Mark Wilson
Park Ranger
Started October 18, 2021

Having enjoyed and utilized the parks and natural areas of O'Brien County
throughout my life I am excited to bring my knowledge and experiences to
OCCB as a Park Ranger. It's an exciting opportunity to be here in O'Brien
County and work everyday to maintain and improve our parks and wildlife
areas. I look forward to many years of working together with the public, staff
and board to continue growing the opportunities for all people to enjoy and
access our natural areas.

Volunteer With O'Brien County Conservation
O'Brien County Conservation is currently seeking volunteers to help make our programs and facilities the best they can be.
We have many opportunities for people of all ages and skill levels. By sharing your skills, talents, and time with us, you not
only give back to the community but you make a difference!
Currently, our largest need for volunteers is to staff the Prairie Heritage Center on weekends. We are looking for people
who could help from 1:00-4:00 p.m. on Saturdays or Sundays. Volunteers will greet guests and spend the afternoon making
people's visits to the nature center special.
Other volunteer opportunities are:
Assisting with field trips, summer camps, or youth programming
Assisting with special events
Building and grounds projects
Assisting with office needs - like folding newsletters, filing, etc.
Training is provided for whatever volunteer opportunity is of interest to you.
For more information and to fill out a volunteer form visit:
https://prairieheritagecenter.org/volunteer/ or call 712-295-7200.

Prairie Heritage Center Redesign Moves Forward
A generous donation of $100,000 dollars over the next
three years to the Prairie Heritage Center from Mr. Gregg
Struve in honor of his parents, Dan and Jean Struve was
announced in June 2021. This gift will provide funds to be
fully spent on a major redesign of the main gallery at the
Center over the next four years.

Pre-conceptual Design Sketches by Kraemer
Design + Productions, Inc and M. Catton & Co.
For more information on how you can give to the Dan and Jean Struve
charitable fund Benefiting Prairie Heritage Center or the endowment fund
within the O’Brien County Community Foundation please contact the
Siouxland Community Foundation.
Phone: 712-293-3303
Email: office@siouxlandcommunityfoundation.org
Visit: www.siouxlandcommunityfoundation.org

Snowshoe This
Winter at the
Prairie Heritage
Center
Have you ever wanted to try snowshoeing? It is a
great way to stay active during winter! Visit the
Prairie Heritage Center in January and February
and you can check-out snowshoes to use on the
trails around the center at no cost. Snowshoeing is
a great activity for all ages. OCCB will supply the
snowshoes, but you will need to be dressed for the
weather - especially wearing winter boots.
Snowshoes may not available to check-out if there
is little to no snow. But if you see a few inches of
snow forecasted, make your way to the Prairie
Heritage Center and enjoy snowshoeing the
beautiful trails!

The O'Brien County Conservation Board has continued to
work with design team Kraemer Design + Production, Inc.
and M. Catton & Co. to create a timeline for each design
phase. At the December 2021 board meeting the
Conservation Board voted to spend an additional $24,500.00
to move forward with phase one - concept and schematic
design. This will allow the design team to firm up design
plans, cost to fabricate, and create a plan to install the
renovated experiences.

Camp with us in 2022
O'Brien County Conservation Board manages four
campgrounds that we hope you will visit in 2022. These
campgrounds are Mill Creek Park, Dog Creek Park, Douma
Park, and Tjossem Park. Campgrounds open April 29, 2022.
To help prepare for your camping season here are some
things to remember.
All camping sites are first come first serve
To reserve a camp site, it must always be occupied by a
camping unit or tent that is staked down in all four
corners.
Pets are welcome! All pets must always be on a leash or
confined in a safe space and owners are responsible for
sanitary disposal of pet waste.
Cabins are available to rent at Mill Creek Park and Dog
Creek Park. The lodge is available to rent at Mill Creek
Park. To find out availability and to reserve a cabin or the
lodge call 712-295-7200.

For more information on campgrounds visit:
www.prairieheritagecenter.org

The O’Brien County Conservation Board does not discriminate
against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin, age or
handicap. If anyone believes that he or she has been subjected to such a
discrimination, he or she may file a complaint with either the O’Brien County
Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of Interior,
Washington, D.C. 20240

Environmental Protection Agency: 712-336-1840
Conservation Officers: John Sells: 712-260-1019
Joe Yarkosky: 712-260-1004
TIP (Turn In Poachers): 1-800-532-2020
Check your mailing label to be sure the address is correct. Please let us know if
any changes should be made. If you would like to receive the Little Sioux
Wanderings free of charge, please send your name and mailing address or email
address to Naturalist, 4931 Yellow Ave, Peterson IA 51047. The newsletter is
also available via email. See our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org to
check out the newsletter or subscribe via email.

Learn & Connect
Starting in February, a new adult focused series called Conversations with Conservation will be
hosted at the Prairie Heritage Center. This new series will focus on learning about an interesting
topic with someone who is passionate and knowledgeable about said topic. We also hope that it
will help fuel connections with others interested in learning and having great conversations about
the world around us.
Conversations with Conservation will be hosted on the first Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
The program series will be held at the Prairie Heritage Center unless noted differently.
MONTHLY GUEST SPEAKERS:
February 3: Quinn Black, Archaeologist - Sanford Museum & Planetarium
March 3: Amy Crouch, The Nature Conservancy
April 7: Travis Scott, O'Brien County Conservation Board
May 5: Graham Jordison, Sierra Club
June 2: Beth Morris Cathcart, Rocking M Farm Store
July 7: Dan Verrips, Verrips Taxidermy Studio and Wildlife Photography

Come out to Mill Creek Park on Saturday, February 5th from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
to experience Winter Funderland. The afternoon will be spent enjoying winter and
all it has to offer. Participants will be able to enjoy activities outside as well as
indoors. Here is a glimpse of what you might be able to do at Winter Funderland:
Create a bird feeder
Go snowshoeing & ice fishing (weather pending)
Put together a human dog sled team & race
Go ice bowling
Drink hot chocolate and enjoy a snack
Find gnomes on a flashlight hike
Take a horse-drawn wagon ride around the campground
...AND SO MUCH MORE! Watch the O'Brien County Conservation website and
social media for updates on activities (and weather). If you would like to volunteer
or sponsor an activity please call OCCB at 712-295-7200.
Winter Funderland is sponsored by: Mark's Pump Sales and Service, Paullina
Hardware, and O'Brien County Conservation Board

O'Brien County Conservation Board
Board Members
Tom Konz, Greg Burmakow
Kathy Luedke, Jack Wallinga, Dan Verrips
Meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month.

Staff

Travis Scott: Director
Amber Wetherell: Assistant Director
Abbie Parker: Naturalist
Mark Wilson: Park Ranger
Chris Van Beek & Joe Feekes: Park Technicians

The Night Sky | Thursday, January 6
Take a look at the night sky from the comfort of the indoors. The inflatable Star Lab will be set-up at the Prairie
Heritage Center so you can investigate constellations and planets. A hands-on activity will also be available.
Registration is required at www.prairieheritagecenter.org. 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center

Winter Funderland | Saturday, February 5
Let's get outside and enjoy winter at the Winter Funderland celebration! There will be many activities for all ages to
enjoy. Watch our social media for activity announcements as weather will dictate our schedule. 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
at Mill Creek Park

Bald Eagle Watch | Saturday, March 5
Come to the Prairie Heritage Center to celebrate the majestic Bald Eagle. This come and go event will feature
displays on raptors, see if you can spot eagles over the Little Sioux River, and hands-on activities. Guest speaker Kay
Neumann ,the executive director of SOAR, will have a live eagle with her and do a presentation at 11:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center

Hike the Prairie | Saturday, April 9

Spring is here so let's go for a hike. We will hunt for the pasque flower and look for other signs of spring. Registration
required at www.prairieheritagecenter.org. 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. meet at the Prairie Heritage Center

Wings & Wetlands | Friday, May 13
Mark your calendar and watch for more information for this fun spring event! 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

January: Constellations and the Stories Behind Them
February: Is it Opossum or Possum?
March: Strange But True Facts About Nature
Paullina Library | Jan. 4, Feb. 1, March 1 @ 2 p.m.
Hartley Library | Jan. 5, Feb. 2, March 2 @ 3:30 p.m.
Sanborn Library |Jan. 6, Feb. 17, March 17 @ 2 p.m.
Sheldon Library | Jan. 10, Feb. 14, March 14 @ 1:30 p.m.
Sutherland Library | Jan. 13, Feb. 10, March 10 @ 4 p.m. Primghar Library | Jan. 20, Feb. 24, March 24 @ 2 p.m.

Homeschool Nature Programs
Homeschool nature programs will provide
opportunities to discover the outdoors, have hands-on
learning experiences, and explore natural history. Join
each month for a different topic. Registration required.
January 18 at Prairie Heritage Center - Snow Fun
February 15 at Prairie Heritage Center - Wacky Science
March 22 at Prairie Heritage Center - Archery
April 5 at Prairie Heritage Center - Spring Hike
May 3 at Mill Creek Park - Pond Life

Mini Naturalist
This program is a great hands-on introduction to the
natural world for youth ages 2-5. It is an hour long
program that may include games, story time, crafts,
and interactive experiences. Registration required.
February 16 at Prairie Heritage Center - Winter
Animals
March 16 at Prairie Heritage Center - Rain & Rainbows
April 6 at Prairie Heritage Center - World of Birds
May 4 at Mill Creek Park - Frogs

Sign-up for a
Human Dog Sled Team
Create a team to participate in the hilariously fun Human Dog Sled races
at Winter Funderland on February 5th at Mill Creek Park. The Human
Dog Sled races will consist of teams made up of five people - four sled
pullers and one sled rider. The event will be bracket style competition,
with one team from each heat moving forward to the next round.
If you would like to set-up a team to participate, please register by calling
712-295-7200 or emailing occb@obriencounty.org with your team
name, contact information, and ages of participants. It is free to
participate in this event. Participants must be ages 13+. Sleds and rope
will be provided. Teams can register the day of the event as well, by 2:30
p.m. Races will begin at 3:00 p.m.

Virtual Book Club
The O'Brien County Conservation Board and
the Hartley Public Library are once again
teaming up to offer a virtual book club focused
on nature and conservation in 2022. This book
club meets every other month on the 2nd
Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. We hope you'll join for
this exciting reading opportunity that will
increase your love for the outdoors, learn
about conservation efforts, and spark quality
conversations.
To register for the book club email:
aparker@obriencounty.iowa.gov

2022 Book Titles & Dates:

Little Free Library Installed
The O'Brien County Conservation
Board now has a Little Free
Library at the Prairie Heritage
Center! Come check it out as we
have filled it with different guide
and nature themed books. Grab a
book the next time you are at the
Center to help you identify and
enjoy the world around you.
We will also be putting up a Little
Free Library at Mill Creek Park
and are still in need of books. If
you have some to donate please
bring them by the Prairie Heritage
Center. We appreciate your help
in stocking up the libraries!

February 8: The Lost Art of Reading
Nature's Signs By Tristan Gooley
April 12: Migrations By Charlotte
McConaghy
June 14: A Year In the Woods By
Torbjorn Ekelund
August 9: Flight Behavior By Barbara
Kingsolver
October 11: Fuzz: When Nature Breaks
the Law By Mary Roach
December 13: The Soul of an Octopus
By Sy Montgomery

Newsletter Update
In an effort to be even more environmentally conscious the Little Sioux Wanderings newsletter will be moving to an
electronic version starting in 2022. The newsletter will be emailed to those who opt-in to our e-newsletter mailing list,
posted on our website, and shared on our social media accounts. We will mail out one newsletter each spring with
updates about the upcoming year and then e-mail and share electronic versions in the summer, fall, and winter. If you
would like to opt-in to our e-newsletter mailing list please fill out the simple form below and mail back or visit
www.prairieheritagecenter.org to sign-up. Thank you for your understanding and helping us go green.

LITTLE SIOUX WANDERING E-NEWSLETTER FORM
Yes - I would like to opt-in to receive the Little Sioux Wanderings Newsletter as an e-newsletter.
Name: __________________________________________ Email Address: __________________________________________________
Please return in the mail to: Prairie Heritage Center Attn: Abbie Parker 4931 Yellow Avenue, Peterson Iowa 51047
Or fill out on-line at www.prairieheritagecenter.org

