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Glacier Experience Trail Update

Listening tubes

A cave with prehistoric etchings

Magnification station

Climbing arch

Short-faced Bear megafauna replica

Giant Ground Sloth megafauna replica

This August we welcomed the Glacier Experience Trail at

the Prairie Heritage Center. The trail invites you to use all

your senses while exploring what animals would have been

found during the time of the glaciers in Iowa. 

The trail features: 

....Experience Trail Update Continues on Page 2



The Glacier Experience trail begins at the observation platform and winds for approximately a half mile through
the tallgrass prairie to the west of the bison pastures. The trail is available to the public rain or shine! Additions
of benches, interpretive signage, and more playscape components will be coming soon. This is a fun and
educational opportunity for those of all ages to slip back in time and imagine what life would have been like in
Northwest Iowa during the ice age.

Greg, Lynn, & Lucas Burmakow
Terry Feekes
Tom Konz
Dave Stoll
Port Neal Welding Company & Creative Steel
Wetherell Sand & Gravel

Many hands have helped to make the
Glacier Experience Trail come to life this
summer. Thank you to the following for
help with the construction of the Glacial
Experience Trail:

It was a beautiful evening at the Bison Burger Picnic & Lawn
Concert on Tuesday, August 17th. Juicy bison burgers were
served, great music was heard from the Itty Bitty Boji Band, and a
nice walk on the experience trail was led. Thank you to all those
who attended this fantastic event. We hope you'll be back in 2022!

A special thanks to Little Sioux Valley Conservation Association for
partnering for this great event. 

Trail Run Fun
The Bison Stampede Trail Run had a beautiful, misty morning for
29 runners on Saturday, August 7. The 5K trail run always is a
challenge with its twists, turns, and hill finish, but all the runners
had smiles when crossing the finish line. Thank you to all those
who participated.

A special thanks to Little Sioux Valley Conservation Association
for partnering for this great event. 

Assisting with field trips, summer camps, or youth programming
Assisting with special events
Building and grounds projects
Assisting with office needs - like folding newsletters, filing, etc.

O'Brien County Conservation is currently seeking volunteers to help
make our programs and facilities the best they can be. We have many
opportunities for people of all ages and skill levels. By sharing your skills,
talents, and time with us, you not only give back to the community but
you make a difference! 

Currently, our largest need for volunteers is to staff the Prairie Heritage
Center on weekends. We are looking for people who could help from 1:00-
4:00 p.m. on Saturdays or Sundays. Volunteers will greet guests and
spend the afternoon making people's visits to the nature center special.

Other volunteer opportunities are: 

Training is provided for whatever volunteer opportunity is of interest to
you. For more information and to fill out a volunteer form visit:
https://prairieheritagecenter.org/volunteer/ or call 712-295-7200. 

Glacier Experience Trail

Volunteer Opportunities

Past, present, and future volunteers are
invited to join on December 10, 2021 at 2:00
p.m. for the Volunteer Christmas Tea where
we can thank all of our wonderful volunteers.
The event will be held at the Prairie Heritage
Center.

Bison Burger Event a Success



Environmental Protection Agency:  712-336-1840
Conservation Officers:  John Sells:  712-260-1019
                                              Joe Yarkosky:  712-260-1004
                    TIP (Turn In Poachers):   1-800-532-2020

The O’Brien County Conservation Board does not discriminate 
against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin, age or
handicap.  If anyone believes that he or she has been subjected to such a
discrimination, he or she may file a complaint with either the O’Brien County
Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of Interior,
Washington, D.C. 20240

 Check your mailing label to be sure the address is correct.  Please let us know if
any changes should be made. If you would like to receive the Little Sioux
Wanderings free of charge, please send your name and mailing address or email
address to Naturalist, 4931 Yellow Ave, Peterson IA  51047.  The newsletter is
also available via email.  See our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org to
check out the newsletter or subscribe via email.

Joe Feekes
Park Technician

Chris Van Beek
Park Technician

Joe, from Archer, joined the team in
August. He was hired as a Park
Technician where his job duties are to
mow and maintain the parks, assist with
programs, and fix things that are broken.

He wanted to join the O'Brien County Conservation team
because he wanted to serve his community and county by
helping keep our parks looking great and operating as smoothly
as possible. So far he has really enjoyed working outside in our
beautiful parks every day. He loves seeing the smiles of everyone
who uses our parks!

In his free time you can find Joe watching the Iowa Hawkeyes
wrestling team, smoking meat, and hunting.

Please welcome Joe to our team!

Chris joins us from Sanborn, where he resides
with his wife, Nikki, and their two kids Bryah
and Tayden as well as their dog, Nala. Chris
started in late July as a Park Technician. His
job duties are to help with park maintenance, 

upkeep, and keeping people safe.  

He took this position as he loves the outdoors and fixing things.
He likes to learn new things and helping people. He wants to play
a part in keeping our land and habitat safe for future generations.
He has really enjoyed getting to know the people he works with
and having new tasks every day.

Chris enjoys golfing, camping, fishing, racing, hunting, boating,
and shooting in his free time. He also owns his own home
inspection & radon testing business.

Please welcome Chris to our team!

From the Desk of the Director: Travis Scott
Anyone following conservation in the last year is likely aware of a lot of change that has taken
place. Hiring a nearly entirely new staff, learning all the areas, keeping the parks open and
operational through the summer with only a few employees and now transitioning into fall
and developing our plans for the future are a few of the highlights. 
I would like to take a moment to thank the volunteers, board members, camp hosts and staff
who have helped out through this very difficult summer. It took every one of you to keep the
parks operational and the job you all did was amazing. 

As a lot of people already know, I started with O’Brien County Conservation Board as the
director not long ago on August 9, 2021. My main focus to this point has been to learn the 

areas, build relationships with staff and begin to develop a plan and a set of goals for the future. 

A little about me, I grew up in Livermore, Iowa and graduated from Twin River Valley High School. I have a degree from Iowa
Lakes community college and Northwest Missouri State University in environmental studies and parks management/
outdoor recreation. I started my career as a seasonal employee with Palo Alto County Conservation in 2005, since then I
have worked temporary positions with Poweshiek County and Red Haw State Park. I was hired on as a park ranger with
Decatur County Conservation in 2011 and moved to Black Hawk County as a park ranger in 2016. In my free time I enjoy
spending time in the outdoors and hiking with my two Weimaraners, Sage and Maxx. 

I am very excited to be here in O’Brien County and I look forward to meeting and working with everyone. 



Board Members

Tom Konz, Greg Burmakow
Kathy Luedke, Jack Wallinga, Dan Verrips
Meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month.

Staff
Travis Scott: Director

Amber Wetherell: Assistant Director
Abbie Parker: Naturalist

Chris Van Beek & Joe Feekes: Park Technicians

Beaver(s) must be taken in O'Brien County between the dates of
November 2, 2021 and April 15, 2022.
Trapper must have a valid Iowa Furbearer License.
The tail must be attached to the beaver(s) when presented for
bounty. 
A bounty of $35.00 will be paid per tail until a maximum of
$5,000.00 for the season has been paid.

O'Brien County will be offering a bounty of $35.00 per tail for
beavers taken during the 2021-2022 trapping season. A maximum
that will be paid out is $5,000.00. 

Beavers will be accepted at the Mill Creek Park Conservation Board
Shop on Mondays from 8:00-11:00 a.m. The first Monday that you
may bring them to the shop is November 8, 2021. Here are the
guidelines: 

A form must be completed and submitted with the beavers. This
form can be found at www.prairieheritagecenter.org.

The Youth Pheasant Hunt will be on Saturday, October 23rd at the
Crosbie Wildlife & Nature Youth Center beginning at 8:00 a.m. To
participate youth must be between the ages of 12-15 years old.
Registration is limited to 20 participants. 

The warm-up trap shoot begins at 8:30 a.m. From there an adult
mentor will be paired with each youth to go on a one-on-one pheasant
hunt.  Participants will need to wear weather appropriate clothing and
close-toed shoes. They may bring their own guns. Guns will also be
available for those who need them. 

 

2021-2022 
Beaver Bounty

Youth Pheasant Hunt: Saturday October 23

This event is sponsored by Mark's Pump Sales and Service, The O'Brien County Sportsmen's Club, and the O'Brien
County Conservation Board. To register visit: https://prairieheritagecenter.org/2021/09/youth-pheasant-hunt/

2021-2022 Deer 
Hunting Seasons

The 2021 camping season wraps up on October 3rd and it was a great season! Thank you to all those who visited and/or camped at
one of our parks this summer. We are always grateful for your support and that you spend part of your summer with us.

We are especially thankful to our campground hosts who are so friendly and go out of their way to make things easier for our guests.
Thank you to Bob & Vickie Ruden at Mill Creek Park, LuCinda & Robert Siekman at Dog Creek Park, and Kim & Terry Remillard at
Douma Park. They all went above and beyond to make sure patrons had a wonderful stay. A special thank you to LuCinda for putting
on fun, family friendly activities throughout the summer at Dog Creek Park.

This summer wouldn't have been so successful if we didn't have lots of extra hands helping make sure that everything was running
smoothly. Thank you to our contracted employees, summer staff, and volunteers. 

While the campgrounds and 6-person cabins at Mill Creek and Dog Creek Park are closed for the season we do have other facilities
that are open longer. The Lodge at Mill Creek is available for reservation till October 17th and the 12-person cabins at Mill Creek Park
and the Grain Bin cabins at Dog Creek Park are available for reservation till January 1, 2022. To make reservations please call          
 712-295-7200. The campgrounds are tentatively scheduled to open for the 2022 season on May 2nd. We hope to see you back for
another great camping season!

 

Youth Season: September 18 - October 3

Disabled Hunter: September 18 - October 3

Archery Season: October 1 - December 3

                                      December 20 - January 20

Early Muzzleloader Season: October 16-24

Late Muzzleloader Season: December 20 - January 10

1st Shotgun Season: December 4-8

1nd Shotgun Season: December 11-19

Nonresident Holiday: December 24 - January 2

The 2021 Camping Season is a Wrap!

O'Brien County Conservation Board



Youth Pheasant Hunt | Saturday, October 23
Youth between the ages of 12 to 15 years old are invited to participate in a Youth Pheasant Hunt sponsored by
Mark's Pump Sales and Service, the O'Brien County Sportsmen's Club and the Conservation Board. There is a limit of
20 participants. Registration is required at www.prairieheritagecenter.org. 8:00 a.m. at Crosbie Wildlife and Nature
Youth Center

National Bison Day | Saturday, November 6
Celebrate the largest land mammal in North American, the bison! There will be activities, information sessions, and
crafts available throughout the afternoon.  It will be a fun and educational afternoon to honor these majestic
animals. 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center

Night Eyes Night Hike| Saturday, October 23
Join the O'Brien County Conservation Naturalist for a night hike at the Prairie Heritage Center to see what goes bump
in the night! We will see what night eyes we can find and any other spooky creatures. Registration is required at
www.prairieheritagecenter.org. 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center

The Past on the Prairie | Tuesday, November 16
Learn all about the past on the prairie as part of this month's Nature Nut topic. We will explore what life would have
been like as a pioneer with some hands-on activities. Registration required at www.prairieheritagecenter.org. 
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center

Get  your backyard ready for awesome birding this winter during this Nature Nut topic. Learn about different types
of bird species you might see and tips to attract them. Registration is required at www.prairieheritagecenter.org      
 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center

Backyard Birding | Saturday, December 11

Volunteer Christmas Tea | Friday, December 10
We have great volunteers and it's time to celebrate all they do to support O'Brien County Conservation Board. Join us
at the Prairie Heritage Center for a lovely afternoon of thanking these wonderful individuals. 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
at the Prairie Heritage Center

October 5 at Mill Creek Park - Survival Skills
November 2 at Dog Creek Park - Skulls
December 14 at Prairie Heritage Center - Past on the
Prairie
January 18 at Prairie Heritage Center - Snow fun

Homeschool nature programs will provide
opportunities to discover the outdoors, have hands-on
learning experiences, and explore natural history. Join
each month for a different topic. Registration required.

Homeschool Nature Programs

October 6 at Mill Creek Park - Critter Fun
November 10 at Dog Creek Park - Spiders
December 1 at Prairie Heritage Center - Prehistoric
Creatures 

This program is a great hands-on introduction to the
natural world for youth ages 2-5. It is an hour long
program that may include games, story time, crafts,
and interactive experiences. Registration required.

Mini Naturalist



LITTLE SIOUX WANDERING E-NEWSLETTER FORM
 

        Yes - I would like to opt-in to receive the Little Sioux Wanderings Newsletter as an e-newsletter.

Name: __________________________________________     Email Address: __________________________________________________

Please  return in the mail to: Prairie Heritage Center Attn: Abbie Parker 4931 Yellow Avenue, Peterson Iowa 51047
Or fill out on-line at www.prairieheritagecenter.org

THANK YOU!

Newsletter Update
In an effort to be even more environmentally conscious the Little Sioux Wanderings newsletter will be

moving to an electronic version starting in 2022. The newsletter will be emailed to those who opt-in to our  

 e-newsletter mailing list, posted on our website, and shared on our social media accounts. We will mail out

one newsletter each spring with updates about the upcoming year and then e-mail and share electronic

versions in the summer, fall, and winter.  If you would like to opt-in to our e-newsletter mailing list please fill

out the simple form below and mail back or visit www.prairieheritagecenter.org to sign-up. Thank you for your
understanding and helping us go green.

New Program Wish List

Bird Identification Guides
Tree/Plant Identification Guides
Reptiles & Amphibians Identification
Guides
Insect Identification Guides
Mammal Identification Guides
Animal Track Guides
General Nature Guides
Nature Books - Youth and Adult

The O'Brien County Conservation Board
would like to have nature guides and other
reading materials available to the public at
the county parks as well as at the Prairie
Heritage Center. Would you have any of
these items to help with the Prairie Heritage
Center and Conservation Board programs?

Are you someone that
likes to build? We are

looking to build outdoor
storage for the books to

be placed in. Please
contact 712-295-7200 if

interested. 

Save the Dates!

December 14: The Hidden Life of Trees: What
They Feel, How They Communicate - Discoveries
From a Secret World   By Peter Wohlleben

Winter Library Series -  INFORMATION COMING
SOON! Keep an eye on your local library's schedule
for dates and times for the winter library series.
O'Brien County Conservation Board will also post
updates to their event calendar and social media.

Virtual Nature & Conservation Book Club:

Snowshoe Hike: February 5, 2022

Bald Eagle Watch : March 5, 2022

Buck Schwarz
Ron & Bonnie Mueller

Donation of Books for 
Outdoor Library Project: 

Dorothy Wegner
Janet Van Engen
Dave Schroeder
Mary, Molly, Joshua Hicks

Prairie Heritage Center Weekend Volunteers:

Jolleen Heater

Donation of Program 
Supplies:

In Memory of Naomi Benna
Quarterly Memorial Donations:

Mary Hicks
Lynn Burmakow
Mary Evelith

Newsletter Volunteers:

Dave Stoll
Mary & Joshua Hicks

Bison Stampede Volunteers:

Kathy Luedke
Terry Feekes
Mark Tjossem
Janet Van Engen
Dennis Vanden Hull
Tom & Ruth Konz
Dorothy & Lamont Wegner
Patty & Galen Vollink
Lauri Struve
Greg & Lynn Burmakow
Dave & Teresa Stoll
Dave & Marsha VanderBroek
Dan & Becky Verrips

Bison Burger Picnic & Lawn Concert Volunteers:
Mary, Molly & Joshua Hicks
Security State Bank

Mari Radtke

Help with Volunteer
Recognition Event: 

Dennis Vanden Hull
Donation of Hay: 


