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Charitable Fund Announcement
O’Brien County Conservation Board on behalf of The
Prairie Heritage Center announced a generous donation
from Gregg Daniel Struve. Mr. Struve recently introduced
The Dan and Jean Struve Charitable Fund Benefiting
Prairie Heritage Center and The Dan and Jean Struve
Charitable Endowment Benefiting Prairie Heritage Center.
Mr. Struve established both, through the Siouxland
Community Foundation, with a donation of $100,000
dollars over the next three years and an additional pledge
of $200,000, as part of his trust, to fully fund the
endowment benefiting the Prairie Heritage Center.
…Fund Announcement Continued on Page 2
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The purpose of the Prairie
Heritage Center is to allow for
guests to experience the sights,
sounds, and smells of the
tallgrass prairie through
environmental education. This
gift will allow for the O’Brien
County Conservation Board to
take an already amazing facility
full of engaging displays and
opportunities to view wildlife to
the next level. 

It will provide an opportunity to
re-engage visitors of the past with
new content and foster a new
generation of patrons with exciting
exhibits and learning
opportunities.

This donation will provide funds
for the Prairie Heritage Center to
develop and enhance the
environmental and conservation
education, to help preserve and
protect O’Brien County’s prairie
heritage, through such things such
as educational and interactive
displays, exhibits, and educational
materials.  The Dan and Jean
Struve Charitable Fund Benefiting
Prairie Heritage Center 

The Dan and Jean Struve Charitable Fund Benefiting the Prairie
Heritage Center will provide funds to be fully spent on a major
redesign of the main gallery at the Center over the next four years.

A design charrette, led by design team Kraemer Design +
Production, Inc and M. Catton & Co., was held on June 24, 2021 at
the Prairie Heritage Center with O'Brien County Conservation
Board members and staff members. The purpose of the charrette
was to determine goals, create a vision for refreshing and
energizing the exhibits in the upper rotunda, and determine a
timeline. 

As part of the pre-conceptual design phase the design sketches are
on display at the Prairie Heritage Center for people to leave
feedback on. Please visit the Prairie Heritage Center over the next
few weeks to view each design concept up close and share what
you love, what you don't, and any additional ideas you would like to
see incorporated. Your feedback is an important part of the
process.

For more information about exhibit updates visit
www.prairieheritagecenter.org

Charitable
Fund

Announcement

is intended to be fully spent on a
major redesign of the main gallery
at the center over the next four
years. The legacy endowment fund
has been established to accept
gifts. Gifts to the endowment will
be permanently restricted and will
provide for an annual distribution
gift to the Prairie Heritage Center. 

Prairie Heritage Center Exhibit Updates

Pre-conceptual Design
Sketches by Kraemer

Design + Productions, Inc
and M. Catton & Co.

For more information on how you can give to the charitable fund or the
endowment fund within the O’Brien County Community Foundation please
contact the Siouxland Community Foundation.

Phone                                   Email
712-293-3303                       office@siouxlandcommunityfoundation.org 

Visit: www.siouxlandcommunityfoundation.org

 

mailto:office@siouxlandcommunityfoundation.org


Technology Meets the Trail: Mill Creek Trail Project
The O'Brien County Conservation Board was awarded a $5,000 grant from the O'Brien County Community
Foundation on June 17, 2021 for the Mill Creek Interpretive Walking Trail. This grant will be used to place
signs with a QR or quick response code along the Mill Creek trail system and throughout the campground.
Trail and park users can scan the QR codes with a Wi-Fi connected device (smart phone or tablet) that will
then direct them to a web page. The web pages will have educational information about Mill Creek Park,
local flora and fauna, and a trail map. The web pages will also have photos and links to supplemental
articles and videos about that subject matter. 

A big thank you to volunteers, Mary Helfter and Kevin Brasser, for bringing this project
idea to the O'Brien County Conservation Board and working on the grant proposal.
They will continue to be project volunteers and assist in creating web page content and
putting up signs and QR codes. The trail project will be completed in spring of 2022.  If
you would like to help with this project please contact naturalist, Abbie, for more
information about how to volunteer.

Three Bison
Calves Join the

Herd!
It has been an exciting spring on
the prairie, especially with the
bison herd! 

On April 26, 2021 we discovered
our first bison calf of the season.
We believe it was born over the
weekend, so it was a fun discovery
on a Monday morning. Just a few
weeks later on May 5th the second
bison calf was born. Assistant
Director, Amber Wetherell, was
lucky enough to catch the birth in
action as she arrived to work that
morning. We were able to see the

calf be welcomed into the world
and take its first, clumsy, steps. It
was an exciting morning!

Just when we thought that was it,
another calf was born the first
week of June. It was quite the
surprise to the OCCB staff. The
three babies are fun to watch
grow and play.

Bison calves have the nickname
"red dog" due to the cinnamon
color of their coat. As the baby
gets older their coat will turn
darker brown, they will gain the
distinctive bison hump, and grow
horns. With the calves at the
Prairie Heritage Center being
different ages you can see these
distinct stages starting to emerge.

We welcome you to come and
view the bison calves, but please
remember that they are wild
animals with very protective
moms. Please give them space!
The viewing platform is a
wonderful spot to watch them
play.
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Gilchrist Foundation Grant
Award Received

O'Brien County Conservation Board was awarded
$10,174 from the Gilchrist Foundation on July 9,
2021. This project grant will help fund an Interactive
Ecosystems Exhibit for the lower level rotunda space
at the Prairie Heritage Center. This exhibit will put
Iowa's ecosystems on display for youth and adults
to learn more about the world around them in a
hands-on experience. 

Stay tuned for more information as we get this
awesome project started later this fall!



O'Brien County Conservation Board | 712-295-7200 | occb@obriencounty.org

Board Members
Sherri Bootsma, Tom Konz, Greg Burmakow

Kathy Luedke, Jack Wallinga
Meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month.

Staff
Amber Wetherell: Assistant Director

Abbie Parker: Naturalist

MAKE IT TODAY: Cooking Over The Campfire

Tin Foil
Hoagie or Baguette style of bread - sliced in half the long way
Pizza Sauce
Pizza Cheese
Your favorite pizza toppings

Whether cooking while on a camping trip or in your backyard, foil pack
dinners are a great way to cook over the campfire. Here is one of our
naturalist's favorite foil pack dinners to make (it is even great to make
ahead and throw into a cooler for later!).

Campfire Pizza Foil Pack Dinner:

Take a piece of tin foil, about 3 times larger than your bread. Split the bread in half, the long way, and separate
onto the tin foil. Place sauce, cheese, and your pizza toppings onto one of the sides of bread. Put the piece of bread
with no toppings onto the other half. Roll up the bread in your tin foil and place on medium-high heat coals (or grill)
to cook on. You will cook for about 20 minutes or till the cheese is melted.

Storybook Walk
Venture out to the Prairie Heritage Center this summer and fall to enjoy a storybook
walk on the Waterman Wildlife Addition North trail. 

What is a storybook walk? It is an opportunity to read a children's book trailside. We
have put up markers along the trail each one with a page of the story. You will read
a great book as you travel the trail while also enjoying the sights and sounds of the
prairie. 

A new book will be placed each month and the trail is available every day, rain or
shine. Watch our social media and website to see when a new book is posted. We
hope you'll come out often to share in this amazing literacy and nature experience. 

Nature Stories You Won't Want To Miss:   
July: Diary of a Worm          August: Over and Under the Pond         September: Old Rock (is not boring)
                   By Doreen Cronin                                             By Kate Messner                                                                                   By Deb Pilutti
                       

Looking for other reading opportunities?
Join for the nature & conservation virtual book club hosted by the Hartley Public Library and O'Brien County Conservation Board.
We have three meetings left in 2021 that you won't want to miss.  For more information visit www.prairieheritagecenter.org.



Bison Stampede 5K Trail Run | Saturday, August 7
Join for a race on the trails around the Prairie Heritage Center and then go for a cool down on the Storybook Walk
afterwards. This event is hosted by the O'Brien County Conservation Board and Little Sioux Valley Conservation
Association. Pre-Registration is encouraged.  For more information and to register visit
www.prairieheritagecenter.org.  Race Check-in: 6:30 a.m. - 7:15 a.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center.

Nature's Colors: Plant tie-dying | Saturday, August 21

10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center.

Let's bring a nature twist to a favorite summer activity. Join us this month for this Nature Nut topic as we tie-dye
using plants to create the dye. Registration is required at www.prairieheritagecenter.org.  

Bison Burger Picnic & Lawn Concert | Tuesday, August 17
Enjoy an evening of music, food, and a naturalist led prairie hike! This event is hosted by O'Brien County Conservation
Board and Little Sioux Valley Conservation Association.  5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center.

Try it Out: Atlatls & Archery | Thursday, September 23

5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. at Crosbie Wildlife & Nature Youth Center

Join us at the Crosbie Wildlife & Nature Youth Center as we try out Atlatls and Archery for this month's topic in the
Nature Nuts series. Registration is required at www.prairieheritagecenter.org.

Monarch Migration | Tuesday, September 14

7:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center

Grab your camera and learn from an expert about nature photography. Dan Verrips, of Verrips Photography, will be
leading the class. He will share tips and tricks to help you become a better nature photographer. This class is limited
to 8 participants. Registration is required at www.prairieheritagecenter.org

Little Sioux Archaeology Day | Sunday, September 26
Northwest Chapter of the Iowa Archaeology Society is hosting the Little Sioux Archaeology Day, in honor of Iowa
Archaeology Month. It is a family-fun and free event, held at the Prairie Heritage Center. There will be indoor
archaeology presentations and outdoor activities such as atlatl throwing, bison jerky tasting, petroglyph sidewalk
chalk, flintknapping, and much more. 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center

Explore the Experience Trail | Tuesday, August 31
Head out to the Prairie Heritage Center to explore the brand new experience trail! Learn about the flora and fauna
from the land during the time of glaciers while exploring the prairie and elements of the experience trail. Bring a
picnic dinner and enjoy the trail. 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center

Nature Photography Class | Saturday, September 18

5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Mill Creek Lodge

Learn all about monarch butterflies and the mystery behind their migration. Then, take part in the citizen science
project of tagging butterflies.  Registration required at www.prairieheritagecenter.org 

Trick or Treat at Mill Creek | Saturday, October 2

6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at Mill Creek Park Campground

Calling  all campers! Decorate your camping spot with Halloween decorations and get ready to hand out candy. Trick-
or-Treaters can show off their costumes and go from site to site at Mill Creek Park. It is fun for the whole family!



New Program Wish List

Environmental Protection Agency:  712-336-1840
Conservation Officers:  John Sells:  712-260-1019
                                              Joe Yarkosky:  712-260-1004
                    TIP (Turn In Poachers):   1-800-532-2020

THANK YOU!
Thank you to the following individuals for 
helping with the Struve announcement event:

Fay Schall
Starla Reitsma
Catherine Schurer
Denise Steffen
Kate Stewart
Alex McDougall

Dustin Kohn
Dave & Teresa Stoll
Kathy Luedke
Sherri Bootsma
Mary, Molly, & Josh Hicks
Tom Konz

Bird Identification Guides
Tree/Plant Identification Guides
Reptiles & Amphibians Identification
Guides
Insect Identification Guides
Mammal Identification Guides
Animal Track Guides
General Nature Guides
Nature Books - Youth and Adult

The O'Brien County Conservation Board
would like to have nature guides and other
reading materials available to the public at
the county parks as well as at the Prairie
Heritage Center. Would you have any of
these items to help with the Prairie Heritage
Center and Conservation Board programs?

Are you someone that
likes to build? We are

looking to build outdoor
storage for the books to

be placed in. Please
contact 712-295-7200 if

interested. 

Sutherland Public Library - donation of artifacts
Norbert Groff - donation of bison skull

Watch for more information about
these great upcoming programs

October 23: Night Eyes - What Goes Bump in the Night
November 16: The Past on the Prairie
December 11: Backyard Winter Birding

August 10: The Nature Fix: Why Nature Makes Us Happier,
Healthier, and More Creative   By Florence Williams
October 12: Isaac's Storm   By Erik Larson
December 14: The Hidden Life of Trees: What They Feel, How
They Communicate - Discoveries From a Secret World   By
Peter Wohlleben

Nature Nut Series Programs:

Virtual Nature & Conservation Book Club:

National Bison Day: Saturday, November 6 

Volunteer Christmas Tea: Friday, December 10 at 2:00 p.m.

The O’Brien County Conservation Board does not discriminate 
against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin,
age or handicap.  If anyone believes that he or she has been
subjected to such a discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with either the O’Brien County Conservation Board or the Office of
Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of Interior, Washington, D.C.
20240

 Check your mailing label to be sure the address is correct.  Please
let us know if any changes should be made. If you would like to
receive the Little Sioux Wanderings free of charge, please send
your name and mailing address or email address to Naturalist, 4931
Yellow Ave, Peterson IA  51047.  The newsletter is also available via
email.  See our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org to check
out the newsletter or subscribe via email.

Thank you to our campground hosts for their
hard work this summer:

Bob Ruden - Mill Creek Park
LuCinda Siekman - Dog Creek Park
Kim Remillard - Douma Park

COMING SOON!
Get ready to explore the Experience Trail! The megafauna have arrived. Watch our
website and social media for updates. 


