
VOLUNTEER 
UPDATE

New Exhibits!
In the lower rotunda new exhibits will be

going up for visitors to enjoy. Instead of

changing out the exhibit entirely once a

year we will be moving to change out

sections of the exhibit four times a year.

That way visitors can come enjoy something

new quarterly, but also revisit old favorites.

These exhibit changes will happen in

February, May, September, and December.

More to come on these fun and engaging

exhibits!

Stay home if you are sick.

Please maintain a 6-foot distance

between yourself and others.

Masks are required indoors and

encouraged for outdoor programs.

Frequent handwashing (especially if the

activity involves touching items).

COVID-19 Update
While we embrace our new normal here is

the protocols we have in place for visitors to

the Prairie Heritage Center and OCCB events

& programs.

We will continue to update protocols and follow

guidance from O'Brien County Public Health as well

as the CDC. 

Upcoming Spring Events
If you would like to volunteer at any of the
following programs, please reach out to Abbie.
 

Feb. 19 (4-8:30 p.m.): Moon Adventure Game

Feb. 27 (6:30-7:30 p.m.): Full Moon Hike*

March 20 (10 a.m.-1 p.m.): Eagle Watch

March 25 (6:30-7:30 p.m.) Composting 101*

April 10 (10-11:30 a.m.): Signs of Spring

April 22 (6:30-7:30 p.m.): Bee Kind to the Earth*

Watch our website and newsletters as we

continue to add events and programs this

summer and fall. 

Nature Nut Series
Once a month we will explore a different

topic guided by the naturalist that will be

hosted in person as well as have a virtual

option. These programs will be hosted each

month at an O’Brien County Conservation

park or the Prairie Heritage Center. OR you

can download all the materials from

prairieheritagecenter.org and do them at

your own pace. Programs will consist of a

presentation on the topic and a hands-on

activity. In-person programs will be 45-60

minutes in length. Participants can do a mix

of in-person or virtual programs to

participate. Do one or do them all!

Events marked with an asterisk are part of the
Nature Nut series. 



Virtual Book Club
New for 2021, O’Brien County Conservation

Board and the Hartley Library are proud to

offer a virtual book club that will focus on

nature and conservation. A variety of books,

both non-fiction and fiction, have been

chosen to discuss in a virtual platform from

the comfort of your own home. This book

club will meet on the 2nd Tuesday of every

other month at 7:00 p.m. CST via Zoom.

Discussion questions will help lead the

conversation.

 

To register for the book club email Abbie at

aparker@obriencounty.iowa.gov

2021 Book Club Picks
February 9th: Secondhand: Travels in the
New Global Garage Sale  By Adam Minter

April 13th: The Overstory By Richard Powers

June 8th: A Honeybee Heart Has Five
Openings  By Helen Jukes

August 10th: The Nature Fix: Why Nature
Makes Us Happier, Healthier, and More
Creative  By Florence Williams

October 12th: Isaac’s Storm By Erik Larson

December 14th: The Hidden Life of Trees:
What They Feel, How They Communicate –
Discoveries from a Secret World    By Peter

Wohlleben

New! Experience Trail
An Experience Trail will be under

construction this spring and will be a

showcase project for the entire state.

We hope it will be completed by

summer.

The trail will begin at the observation

platform and will wind for

approximately a half mile through the

tallgrass prairie to the West of the bison

pastures. The trail will feature playscape

components, benches, and life-size

silhouettes of megafauna which

inhabited this land at the time of the

glaciers.

Experience
Trail Map


