
CAMPING SEASON: Coming Soon!

Have you been dreaming of summer days? We sure have
been! The behind the scenes work has begun at O'Brien
County Conservation and our staff are getting ready to
greet campers and welcome them to the O'Brien County
Park system. 

There are nearly 100 choices of sites to stay at in the
county! All of our campsites  include 20/30/50 AMP
service and water. Now is the time to start planning your
summer fun!

...Camping Information Continued on Page 4
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Even though it is February, we

are already looking ahead to

the camping season. Work is

being done by our park rangers

on different projects that will

help us get all parks ready for

the upcoming camping season.

Some of these projects are

making sure all the mowers,

tractors, chainsaws, and

trimmers are ready for use.

Along with updates to benches,

trash cans, martin houses, and

more. We want to be ready for

you to use and enjoy the parks

when you are ready to come

camp. 

At the Prairie Heritage Center a

new experience trail is

expected to be completed this

spring. We also have some

other projects in the works

here at O'Brien County

Conservation that we will be

excited to share about in the

future.

It is my hope that we at O'Brien

County Conservation Board

strive to do the best we can at

all our areas for all the citizens

of O'Brien County. 

Brian Schimmer

Contact Information:
bschimmer@obriencounty.iowa.gov

712-295-7200

I think we can all agree

that 2020 was a

challenging year. I hope

that 2021 is starting off in

the best possible way for

you and yours. Here at

O'Brien County

Conservation we are

starting off the new year

with a new naturalist and a

new director. At the

beginning of December,

Abbie Parker, joined us to

begin work as our new

naturalist. We feel that she

will be a great addition for

us and make an already

solid education program,

better. 

On November 5, 2020

director, Terry Boltjes,

who had been with the

O'Brien County

Conservation system for

32 years, retired. During

his 32 years, 

Terry oversaw the

completion of many

projects and updates to

our parks. I think two of

the highlights would be the

Dog Creek bins and the

renovations that were

done at Douma Park.

Beginning on January 14,

2021, I began my duties as

the new director of

O'Brien County

Conservation. A little

history about myself - I

grew up in Hartley, Iowa

and graduated from there

in 1978. My wife, Jan, grew

up on a farm just outside of

Primghar, and graduated

in 1978 as well. We have

three children, Sarah who

lives in Sioux Center with

her husband Eric and their

three children. My middle

daughter Megan, who lives

in Solon, Iowa with her

husband Shane and their

two children. My youngest

daughter, Allison and her

husband Cole, live in Sioux

Falls. All three of my

daughters work in the

medical field.

From the 
Desk of the

Director



This December we

welcomed Abbie Parker as

the new naturalist for

O'Brien County

Conservation. Originally

from Fort Dodge, Iowa,

Abbie has been living in

Northwest Iowa for the

past 8 years. She has been a

summer camp director,

with the last 7 years being

at Camp Foster YMCA. 

Welcome 
our new

Naturalist!
and provide a fresh take on an

already amazing program. She

has goals to provide fantastic

environmental education

programs that will let individuals

experience the sights, sounds,

and smells of the tallgrass prairie

and beyond. She can't wait to

meet the citizens and visitors of

O'Brien County!

If you would like to set-up or
inquire about any programming
opportunities please reach out to
Abbie.

Contact Information:
aparker@obriencounty.iowa.gov

712-295-7200

Abbie is an avid Cyclone fan
and earned a degree in
Animal Ecology and
Communication Studies from
Iowa State University. Her
family consists of significant
other, Nathan, and their two
dogs Tonka and Henry.  And
yes, the dogs are really that
big!

Abbie enjoys teaching
canoeing and kayaking skills,
leading nature hikes, doing
arts & crafts (she likes to quilt
in her spare time), and
birdwatching. She says "most
of all I love exploring our
natural world and ensuring
that those same adventures
are available for future
generations."

Abbie is very excited to join
the team at O'Brien County
Conservation 



O'Brien County Conservation Board | 712-295-7200 | occb@obriencounty.org

Board Members
Sherri Bootsma, Royd Chambers, Darwin Dau, 

Kathy Luedke, Jack Wallinga
Meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month.

Staff
Brian Schimmer: Director

Amber Wetherell: Assistant Director
Ryan List, Andrew Kathman, Zane Robert: Park Rangers

Abbie Parker: Naturalist

April 2, 2021: Mill Creek 12-person cabins & Dog Creek Grain Bin cabins open

April 16, 2021: Mill Creek Lodge opens

April 30, 2021: All campgrounds & all 6-person cabins open

October 4, 2021: All campgrounds & all 6-person cabins close

October 18, 2021: Mill Creek Lodge closes

January 2, 2022: Mill Creek 12-person cabins & Dog Creek Grain Bin cabins close

Camping coupons are available for stays at Dog Creek and Mill Creek Parks. These can

be purchased at our office, from the park rangers, and from the campground hosts.

These booklets of ten allow patrons to receive a price reduction. Pick-up a coupon

booklet, and stay with us often. Remember that cabin reservations can be made one

calendar year in advance. Reservations for Mill Creek lodge can also be made one

calendar year in advance. Weekends tend to fill up quickly. Plan ahead to book your

stay with us.

SPECIAL DATES FOR THE SEASON INCLUDE:

To make reservations call: 712-295-7200

CAMPING INFORMATION



What is megafauna? Simply put

megafauna is big animals. 

 Elephants and giraffes would

be considered megafauna that

are living today. The

Experience Trail will feature

two megafauna to start with.

The giant short-faced bear and

giant ground sloth will be the

first placed on the trail. Both of

these animals roamed Iowa

during the time of the glaciers.

The short-faced bear was taller

than a polar bear and twice the

weight of a grizzly bear. The

ground sloth could grow to

almost 10 feet long and

weighed over 1,500 pounds.

These animals would have

been a sight to see roaming

O'Brien County during the Ice

Age! We hope over the years

to continue to add other

megafauna to the trail. The

Experience Trail will have life-

size silhouettes of these

megafauna so you can get a feel

for how big they really were. 

An Experience Trail will be
under construction this
spring and will be a showcase
project for the entire state.
We hope it will be completed
by summer so it can be
enjoyed this summer and
beyond. 

The trail will begin at the
observation platform and will
wind for approximately a half
mile through the tallgrass
prairie to the West of the
bison pastures. The trail will
feature playscape
components, benches, and
life-size silhouettes of
megafauna which inhabited
this land at the time of the
glaciers. 

The Experience Trail will be a
great addition to the Prairie
Heritage Center. Adding a
place for families and
individuals to play and
explore even more of our
natural landscape while
learning about our past. We
are very excited about this
BIG addition!

Experience
Trail

Coming
Soon

Experience
Trail Map



MAKE IT TODAY: Bird Seed Cookies

2 cups bird seed (any type)
Cookie cutters
1 packet unflavored gelatin
2 tablespoons cold water
1/3 cup boiling water
String
Skewer
Non-stick cooking spray
Cookie sheet or tray
Wax paper

Supplies Needed:

Adapted from: https://www.birds.cornell.edu/k12/make-your-own-feeder/

Spray your cookie cutters with the non-stick cooking spray.
Put the gelatin and 2 tbs of cold water into a bowl, let sit for
1 minute.
Add 1/3 cup of boiling water to the gelatin and keep stirring
till the gelatin dissolves.
Now add 2 cups of bird seed to the gelatin, mix thoroughly.
On a sheet of wax paper, place your cookie cutters and then
fill the cookie cutters with the mixture. Press into the shape
firmly.
Make a small hole in each cookie with the skewer for the
string.
Put in the refrigerator for a few hours to set.
Then put the pan in a space where they can come back to
room temperature. Once warm you can pop the cookies out
of the cookie cutters. Thread a string through the hole and
hang the bird seed cookies outside your home and watch
the birds enjoy them!

Directions:

NATURE NUT SERIES
Join us in-person or adventure on your own, with family or friends as you
become an O'Brien County Conservation Nature Nut this year!

Once a month we will explore a different topic guided by the naturalist.
These programs will be hosted each month at an O’Brien County
Conservation park or the Prairie Heritage Center. OR you can download all
the materials from prairieheritagecenter.org and do them at your own pace.
Programs will consist of a presentation on the topic and a hands-on activity.
In-person programs will be 45-60 minutes in length. Participants can do a
mix of in-person or virtual programs to participate. Do one or do them all!

When you have completed that topic for the month get a stamp in your
passport and you are on your way to becoming an official Nature Nut! If
participating virtually and at your own pace, take a picture of your finished
activity and share to social media using #OBCCNatureNut and tagging
@o’briencountyconservationboard/prairieheritagecenter. When all twelve
topics are completed turn in your passport to earn your Nature Nut badge!

Passports & Materials can be downloaded at
www.prairieheritagecenter.org

FEBRUARY'S TOPIC: 
The Night Sky: Full Moon Hike

February 27 @ 6:30 p.m.
 

MARCH'S TOPIC:
Composting 101

March 25 @ 6:30 p.m.
 

APRIL'S TOPIC:
Bee Kind to the Earth
April 22 @ 6:30 p.m.

Become

NATURENATURE
NUTNUT

A

https://prairieheritagecenter.org/


Did you know that Iowa has several Scenic

Byways? Scenic Byways are a great way to

explore. From visiting small town Iowa,

exploring historic sites, and discovering

the beautiful and diverse landscapes that

Iowa has to offer, there is a road trip

marked for any adventurer. In 2021 you

can sign-up to be part of the Iowa Scenic

Byways passport program. It is free to

sign-up for and when you "check-in" to

spots along your trip you get deals and

discounts to local businesses as well as

entered to win a prize package valued at

$200. Each month a new winner will be

selected. To sign-up for the passport

program visit: www.traveliowa.com and

click on Iowa Scenic Byway Passport. 

IOWA SCENIC BYWAYS: A Great Way To Travel Iowa

Start local with the 
Glacial Trail Scenic Byway

This 36-mile loop runs through the Little Sioux River

Valley. It boasts stops at the Prairie Heritage Center,

Sanford Museum and Planetarium, Dog Creek Park, Linn

Grove Dam Park & Bait Shop, Fort Peterson, and many

more. The Glacial Trail Scenic Byway is great way to

explore Northwest Iowa!

New for 2021, O’Brien County Conservation Board and the Hartley Library are proud to offer a virtual

book club that will focus on nature and conservation. A variety of books, both non-fiction and fiction, have

been chosen to discuss in a virtual platform from the comfort of your own home. This book club will meet

on the 2nd Tuesday of the every other month at 7:00 p.m. CST via Zoom. Discussion questions will help

lead the conversation. We hope this exciting reading opportunity will increase your love for the outdoors,

connect you to others who are also passionate about reading and conservation efforts, and spark quality

conversations. Join for the whole year, or choose books that look interesting to you. Let’s start reading!

Virtual Book Club

April 13th: The Overstory By Richard Powers

 June 8th: A Honeybee Heart Has Five Openings   
By Helen Jukes 

August 10th: The Nature Fix: Why Nature Makes Us
Happier, Healthier, and More Creative   By Florence
Williams 

October 12th: Isaac’s Storm By Erik Larson

December 14th: The Hidden Life of Trees: What They Feel,
How They Communicate – Discoveries from a Secret World    
By Peter Wohlleben

To register for the book club
 email aparker@obriencounty.iowa.gov



Environmental Protection Agency:  712-336-1840
Conservation Officers:  John Sells:  712-260-1019
                                              Joe Yarkosky:  712-260-1004
                    TIP (Turn In Poachers):   1-800-532-2020

Bald Eagle Watch: March 20
 Join us at the Prairie Heritage Center on Saturday, March 20th from

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. as we celebrate our national bird. This is a

come-and-go event where we will enjoy watching the birds, have

activities set-up for all ages, and learn more about these amazing birds.

At 11:00 a.m. Shelby County and Iowa Department of Natural

Resources Naturalist, Christina Roelofs, will give a virtual presentation

on Bald Eagles. Christina has worked with birds through the help of Kay

Newman at SOAR. She started with a Screech Owl, Red-tailed Hawk,

and in 2007 was able to get to permanently injured Bald Eagles. She has

two in her care and they are used to educate people. You will get to

virtually meet her female Bald Eagle!  Not able to attend in person? You
can still join us virtually for the presentation at 11:00 a.m. contact Abbie at
712-295-7200 or aparker@obriencounty.iowa.gov to register for the zoom
link. 

The O’Brien County Conservation Board does not discriminate 
against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin,
age or handicap.  If anyone believes that he or she has been
subjected to such a discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with either the O’Brien County Conservation Board or the Office of
Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of Interior, Washington, D.C.
20240

NEW EXHIBITS:  Coming Soon
New exhibits will be coming soon at
the Prairie Heritage Center! We
will be adding to the already
awesome Earth & Science activities
in the lower rotunda. You'll find new
hands-on activities to enjoy and
explore. There is something for all
ages. Join us in March and beyond
at the Prairie Heritage Center. 



Winter Library Series
February: Let's Talk About The Weather  
If the groundhog sees his shadow this month, six more week of winter. Right?!
Let's talk about where weather folklore comes from, weather basics, and whether
or not there is a hint of truth behind weather rhymes and sayings. 

March: Sing into Spring
What's that bird call? Join us for this interactive session where we will learn all
about bird calls and the best way to remember which bird sings what song!

Join the naturalist at the following libraries:
Paullina Library: 2:00 p.m. Tuesday - February 23, March 16
Hartley Library: 2:00 p.m. Wednesday - February 24, March 17
Sanborn Library: 2:00 p.m. Thursday - February 25, March 18
Sutherland Library: 3:00 p.m. Thursday - March 25

Bald Eagle Watch | Saturday, March 20th
Celebrate our national bird with a come and go event. Enjoy watching the birds,
participate in activities, and celebrate raptors. Shelby County naturalist, Christina Roelofs
will do a virtual presentation at 11:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center
Can't come in-person? Join us virtually for the presentation at 11:00 a.m. Email
aparker@obriencounty.iowa.gov to get registered.

Signs of Spring | Saturday, April 10th
Spring has sprung! We will read a book all about spring, do a craft, and then go on a hike
through the prairie and see if you can find all the signs that spring has arrived to O'Brien
County. 10:00-11:30 a.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center.

Wings & Wetlands | Saturday, May 15th
Help us celebrate the return of spring in Northwest Iowa. We will have activities for all
ages, nature hikes, and educational speakers as part of this celebration. Watch our website
for an event schedule.   9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m at the Prairie Heritage Center.



Once a month we will explore a different topic guided by a naturalist. You can join
programs in person or download all the materials from our website and do them
at your own pace. In-person programs will last 45-60 minutes, unless noted
differently. Complete the series and you will earn a Nature Nut badge!

February's Topic:  The Night Sky: Full Moon Hike 
Saturday, February 27th @ 6:30 p.m.
Meet at the Prairie Heritage Center. Dress for the weather, we will be outside most of the time. If
there is snow, we will snowshoe!

March's Topic: Composting 101 
Thursday, March 25th @ 6:30 p.m.    At the Prairie Heritage Center

April's Topic: Bee Kind to the Earth 
Thursday, April 22nd @ 6:30 p.m.   At Mill Creek Lodge 

May's Topic: Camping Adventures, are you ready?!
Tuesday, May 18 @ 6:30 p.m.    At Dog Creek North

June's Topic: Can you canoe (or kayak)? Paddling Adventure
Tuesday, June 22 @ 5:30 p.m.     At Mill Creek Park

July's Topic: Grab your compass! Nature Hike
Saturday, July 17 @ 9:30 a.m.     At Prairie Heritage Center

August's Topic: Nature's Colors: Plant tie-dying
Saturday, August 21 @ 10:00 a.m.   At Prairie Heritage Center

September's Topic: Try it out: Atlatls & Archery
Thursday, September 23 @ 6:00 p.m.   At Crosbie Wildlife & Nature Youth Center

October's Topic: Night Eyes - What goes bump in the night?!
Saturday, October 23 @ 7:00 p.m.      At Prairie Heritage Center

November's Topic: The Past on the Prairie
Tuesday, November 16 @ 5:30 p.m.    At Prairie Heritage Center

December's Topic: Backyard Winter Birding
Saturday, December 11 @ 10:00 a.m.   At Prairie Heritage Center

Nature Nut Series



3D Archery Shoot: Saturday, June 19 at Crosbie Wildlife and Nature Youth Center

Women's Night Out: September 17-18 at Dog Creek Park

Trick-or-Treat at the Parks: October 2

Watch for more information 
about these great events

 Check your mailing label to be sure the address is correct.  Please let us know if any changes should be made. If you would like to
receive the Little Sioux Wanderings free of charge, please send your name and mailing address or email address to Naturalist, 4931
Yellow Ave, Peterson IA  51047.  The newsletter is also available via email.  See our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org to
check out the newsletter or subscribe via email.

Watch Our Website for More Upcoming Events!
www.prairieheritagecenter.org

Summer Youth Day Camps
Registration will be required for all youth day camps. More information will be posted on the website.

Mini Naturalists | Ages 3-6 | 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday, June 22: Mud Madness @ Mill Creek Park
Tuesday, July 20: Animal Explorers @ Dog Creek Park
Wednesday, August 4: Nature Art @ Prairie Heritage Center

Nature Navigators | Ages 7-10 | 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday, June 23: Wet & Wild @ Mill Creek Park
Wednesday, July 21: Wildlife Detectives @ Dog Creek Park
Thursday, August 5: Makerspace - Inventor's Workshop @ Prairie Heritage Center

Adventurers | Ages 11-15 | 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
Thursday, June 24: Paddling Fun @ Mill Creek Park
Thursday, July 22:  Nature Trekking @ Prairie Heritage Center
August 2-3: Outdoor Quest (overnight program)

http://www.prairieheritagecenter.org/

