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There is a big … REALLY BIG … project underway at the Prairie Heritage Center!  You will want 
to be a part of it!!  An Experience Trail is under construction which will be a showcase project for 
the entire state.  You won’t find anything like it in another location! 
 
The trail will begin at the observation platform and will wind for approximately a half mile through 
the tallgrass prairie to the west of the bison pastures.  At this time, the trail will features three   
playscape components, three benches and two life-size silhouettes of megafauna which inhabited 
this land at the time of the glaciers. 
 
The development of this Experience Trail is underway thanks to an O’Brien County Community 
Foundation grant and the extremely generous bequests of two very special ladies.  Arlene          
Roemmich and Betty Taylor were faithful supporters of the Prairie Heritage Center and its           
endeavors.  These ladies were also teachers who impacted others throughout their entire lives.  As a 
tribute to their dedication, this project was begun.  In honor of their lives of service and education, 
this project will serve thousands of visitors each year offering recreation and education                 
opportunities to all.  
 
We would like to invite you to be a part of this exciting project by accepting a fundraising         
challenge.  Read more about this exciting project and learn how you can be a part of it in the article 
on page 10 of this newsletter. 
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Pollinator Plots 
 
Pollinators are the engines that run healthy habitats.  In order 
to have open landscapes and the gamebirds that call them 
home, a person needs to think about all of the creatures 
which sustain the diverse habitat.   A prairie is a big         
ecosystem which includes colors, smells and sounds.      
Concentrating your efforts to incorporate a variety of     
wildflowers and grasses in your prairie plot will not only 
benefit pollinators but it will also establish critical brood 
rearing habitat for pheasants and turkeys. 
 
I have two pollinator plots on land near my home.  I planted 
them four years ago and have been happy to see the progress 
on these pieces.  It takes patience to grow a prairie.  For the 
first few years, the plot takes some work to keep the       
competing plants from over shading the young prairie grass 
and flowers.  But the efforts are well worth the it.  The   
number of bees that I can see and hear as I walk through the 
plots lets me know that this pollinator project is a success.   
 
Pheasants Forever sells a state specific pollinator seed mix which has been designed by wildlife 

professionals to accommodate the soil types and 
climate in the state and to provide quality wildlife 
habitat.  The plant species are also selected to 
have   blooming times which are spaced    
throughout the summer providing color and food 
sources for the insects. 
 
Targeting conservation efforts for pollinator    
species such as bees, butterflies, moths, and     
beetles are also a winning situation for pheasants, 
grassland songbirds and other wildlife species  
using the same habitat. 

                    Terry Boltjes, Director 

O’Brien County Conservation Board - (712) 295-7200 
occb@obriencounty.org 

              Board Members                    Staff 
      Sherri Bootsma, Royd Chambers                    Terry Boltjes, Director 
           Darwin Dau, Kathy Luedke              Amber Wetherell, Assistant Director 
        Jack Wallinga           Brian Schimmer, Park Ranger 
Meets 2nd Wednesday of each month.               Ryan List, Park Ranger 
Visit our website at:                    Andrew Kathman, Park Ranger  
www.prairieheritagecenter.org                               Zane Roberts, Park Ranger 
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Hours:  Wednesday - Friday - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday - 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Need information?  See our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org 

After the suspended activities of spring, we were excited to welcome summer 
with a different type of programming and a modified use of the center.  Each 
week from June through mid-August, we provided a come-and-go experience 
which allowed participants to be outdoors and social distance and still have 
some great learning experiences.  Topics ranged from birds to rocks to pioneer 
games.  We made new friends and had a wonderful summer! 

 
In June, the Prairie Heritage Center opened its doors for visitors after a 
three month suspension.  We have been trying new things to connect 
with our guests due to the restriction on touch-and-feel objects.  Staff 
has been on hand for personal interaction with visitors.  A Mill Creek 
era diorama has been placed in the sand table.  Stop by to see this new      
visual.  Our current visitor hours are Wednesday through Friday from 
9:00 until 4:00 and Saturday from 1:00 until 4:00.  Masks are            
requested but not required for visitors.  The upstairs exhibits remain 

visual only with limited touching.  In the lower level, touching is allowed and sanitizer stations are 
in place. 
 
The bison are so striking in their deep brown fur of sum-
mer set against the bursting yellows in the fall prairie.  Be 
sure to stop by when you are in the area to take in the sight 
of the herd moving through the grass and flowers.  The       
observation platform offers an excellent view of both the 
bison and the valley.   

 
Exciting additions are underway on the exterior of the center.  A sign 
describing the hanging valley will be added to the observation tower 
along with some viewing tubes which will aid in locating this unique 
glacial landmark.  Thanks to the Delmer “Gene” Fulk family              
observation binoculars will be added to the deck.  See the article on 
page 11 of this newsletter for more information about this gift.       
Fundraising and development for a new trail is also ongoing.  For 
more information, read articles on pages 1 and 10. 

There is always much to see and do at the center.  Come out and enjoy it! 
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Trick-or-Treat at the Parks 
 

Hey, all you trick-or-treat fans!  This year the 
Halloween fun at the O’Brien County   
Conservation Board has expanded into more of 
our parks! 
 
The campground trick-or-treat event will be 
held at Mill Creek, Dog Creek and Douma 
parks!  We are inviting all ghosts, princesses, 
super heroes and more to come out for a         
pre-Halloween event on Saturday, October 3 
from 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. 
 
In order to welcome the children, we are          
inviting some fun-loving adults to get into the 
holiday spirit.  Campers are offered free     
camping on Friday, October 2 and Saturday,  
October 3 in exchange for handing out goodies 
on Saturday evening.  We are encouraging 
campers to decorate their sites to create even 
more spine-tingling fun. 
 
Plan to take part in this fun event.  If COVID-19 
should change our plans in any way, an           
announcement will be made prior to the event. 
 
We look forward to a fun family event at our 
parks!   

 

Youth Pheasant Hunt 
 
Youth between the ages of 12 to 15 years old 
that have passed the Iowa Hunter Safety course 
are invited to participate in a Youth Pheasant 
Hunt at the Crosbie Wildlife and Nature Youth 
Center on Saturday, October 24. 
 
This event is sponsored by Mark’s Pump Sales 
and Service, the O’Brien County Sportsmen’s 
Club and the Conservation Board. 
 
There is a limit of 20 participants.  To register 
for the event, call the Conservation Board at  
712-295-7200 to sign up or send an email to 
occb@obriencounty.org. 
 
Youth can be dropped off at the Crosbie          
Wildlife and Nature Youth Center, 4270         
Roosevelt Ave at 8:00 a.m.  The warm up trap 
shoot takes place at 8:30.  Mentors will then 
take youth on a one-on-one pheasant hunt.  
Please wear weather appropriate clothing and 
close-toed shoes.  Participants may bring their 
own gun.  Guns will also be available for those 
who need them. 

2020-2021 Deer  
Hunting Seasons 

 
 

Youth Season: Sept 19 - Oct 4, 2020 
Regular Gun 1: Dec 5-9, 2020 
Regular Gun 2: Dec 12-20, 2020 
Bow: Oct 1 - Dec 4 & Dec 21, 2020-Jan 10, 2021 
Early Muzzleloader: Oct 17-25, 2020 
Muzzleloader: Dec 21-Jan 10, 2021 
Disabled Hunter: Sept 16-Oct 4, 2020 
Holiday Antlerless-Only:Dec 24, 2020-Jan 2, 2021  
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Hunter Safety Field Day 
 

A hunter safety field day is being offered in O’Brien 
County on Saturday, September 12 from 8:00 a.m. 
until noon at the Crosbie Wildlife and Nature Youth 
Center. 
 
Hunter education is a mandatory program designed 
to introduce students to life-long skills important to 
outdoor recreation opportunities.  The course         
teaches students basic survival and first aid skills, 
water safety, wildlife identification, and the basics 
of wildlife management, hunting laws and firearm/
archery safety.  Hunter education also stresses the 
importance of individual responsibility and outdoor 
ethics. 
 
Participants must be 11 years old by September 12 
and successfully complete an Iowa approved online 
Hunter Education Course prior to registering and 
attending the field day.  Register for the online class 
and the field day by visiting: 
www.iowadnr.gov/huntered   
 
After completing the online portion, students will 
receive a voucher to bring with them to the field day 
portion of the course. 
 
Due to the COVID-19 situation, there are some 
changes to the normal field day experience.  Masks 
will be required for all students and instructors 
while participating in the indoor portion of the class 
or in situations where safe, social distancing      
practices cannot be adhered to.  Participants are      
encouraged to bring their own mask or face shield 
with them. 

It’s Been A Great Summer! 
  

Schools are beginning to start and summer is 
drawing to a close.  While the pandemic caused 
some changes to our operations, the camping 
season went fairly smoothly. 
 
We are grateful to our campground hosts in three 
of our areas who assisted our campers and made 
summer enjoyable for our patrons. 
 
Bob and Vickie Ruden had another busy summer 
at Mill Creek Park.  Robert and LuCinda      
Siekman were new to the team providing         
excellent service at Dog Creek Park.  Terry and 
Kim Remillard helped the campers at the newly    
renovated Douma Park.  All of our campground 
hosts are so friendly and go out of their way to 
make things easier for our guests.  We appreciate 
all that they do. 
 
Luke Jenness was back with our park rangers this 
summer assisting with many tasks in the parks.  
We are happy that he could spend the summer 
with us! 
 
We also want to especially thank Robert and     
LuCinda Siekman for going the extra mile to 
provide fun events at Dog Creek Park for       
children throughout the summer.  This was an 
added bonus and one that was truly enjoyed by 
all. 
 

Thank you to all of our summer staff  
and to all of the patrons who came  

out to our parks this summer! 
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Naturalist Changes 
 

The Conservation Board has announced that as of 
August 27, 2020 Charlene Elyea left the position 
of Naturalist with this organization.  The board 
and staff would like to thank Mrs. Elyea for her 
association with the agency and wish her luck 
with her future endeavors. 
 
The Conservation Board is now seeking an        
enthusiastic individual to join our team as a      
full-time naturalist.  This is a fantastic opportunity 
to oversee and expand upon a well-established 
Environmental Education program and to be      
involved with fundraising efforts, event planning 
and more! 
 
A detailed job description can be found on the 
website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org. 
 
Applications will be accepted through September 
14, 2020.  Please send a resume and cover letter to 
the O’Brien County Conservation Board at      
4931 Yellow Ave, Peterson IA 51047. 

The fireworks at Mill Creek Park  
were a huge hit again this year.  The  

opportunity to celebrate in this summer 
of limited public events was appreciated 
by many.  Thanks to all who made this 

possible and all who attended! 

Soundscapes 
  

The Conservation Board would like to       
recognize the LaVonne and Dale Foote      
Memorial Fund, Prairie Lakes Audubon Bird 
Club, and Iowa Audubon for a generous grant 
award for Observing and Recording       
Soundscapes.   
 
With this grant, a high resolution linear audio 
recorder, a parabolic microphone and a blue 
tooth speaker were purchased. 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we were not 
able to put these devices to use in the schools 
this past spring.  However, we are anticipating 
their use in the future. 
 
The soundscape equipment will be used by 
schools to collect and analyze natural sounds 
in various habitats and environments.  Some 
of the lesson plans include identifying habitat 
types, natural versus non-natural sounds, and 
individual sounds within soundscapes.  The 
intended audience includes school groups,      
library events and public programming. 
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Water Recreation 
Launch Equipment 

  

With the support from a 2020 grant from the 
O’Brien County Community Foundation and the 
generosity of the Iowa Great Lakes Fishing Club, 
two water recreation launch systems were in-
stalled in O’Brien County parks. 
 
These systems allow easy access for patrons of 
all ages and abilities to launch a kayak, canoe or 
paddleboard.  The stability of the system      al-
lows paddles and fishing equipment to stay se-
cure while patrons get into and out of the water.  
This innovative addition to the parks  increases 
opportunities for all people to spend time fishing 
and recreating in the outdoors. 
 
There is one launch system attached to docks at 
Mill Creek Park and at Dog Creek Park. 
 

Plan to enjoy these new pieces! 

Get to Know Our 
Areas - Round Two 

 

There is one more month and some of the best 
exploring weather left in our “Get to Know 
Our Areas - Round Two” challenge. 
 
Most people are familiar with one or two areas 
that the Conservation Board manages.  
Throughout the past summer, we invited       
people to explore more!  The challenge offered 
a map and guided plan to encourage patrons to 
check out 19 of the 25 areas managed by the 
conservation board. 
 
You can still take part!  Download the form 
from our website or email us and we will send 
a form to you.  Head out to visit each of the 
sites.  There are GPS coordinates and a clue 
which will take you to a wooden object  
somewhere in the park or wildlife area.  Write 
down the clue word from each area. 
 
Completed forms returned to us by September 
30, 2020 will be entered into a drawing to win 
a two-night stay at a 6-person camping cabin 
at Dog Creek Park. 
 

This time of social distancing has encouraged 
people to explore their own backyards.  We 
have observed many people out enjoying     
natural areas.   
 
This challenge is the perfect way to help you 
find new places to put on your bucket list to 
visit again and again! 
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Glacial Trail Scenic Byway Audio Tour 
 
The Glacial Trail Scenic Byway is set to promote an exciting new feature on the 34 mile byway which runs 
through O’Brien, Cherokee, Buena Vista and Clay counties.  After nearly two years of work, the byway council 
members and stakeholders announce that an audio tour, website and app are now live!  The audio tour is hosted 
through the company, OnCell, a digital storytelling platform for cultural destinations and other visitor attractions. 
 
This project includes audio interpretations for 28 initial stops, with room for expansion and additional tours.  The 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources Conservation Education Program, O’Brien County Community           
Foundation and the Gilchrist Foundation assisted with funding for the exhibit signage and audio tour                 
implementation. 
 
The first thirteen wayside exhibit signs have arrived and will soon be in place along the byway.  These include 
signs for Barnes Access, Barnes Rodeo Ranch, Chan-Ya-Ta, Cherokee Sewer Site, Trumpeter Swans at Dog 
Creek Park, Fort Peterson, Hanging Valley, Martin’s Access, Pollinator Habitat at Buena Vista County Park,        
Sanford Museum, Waterman Prairie, Wind Energy at Buffalo Ridge and Wittrock Indian Village.  Additional 
wayside exhibits are being planned and will be installed in the near future. 
 
This project provides a great opportunity for residents and tourists alike to learn about the natural attractions 
along the Glacial Trail Scenic Byway.  Audio content can be accessed in three ways.  
 Call-In to 712-227-5640.  Use your landline or cellular phone to access the audio tour. 
 Search for “Northwest Iowa by Audio” on Google Play from your Android or the App Store from your iPh-

one.  This works from your mobile device or from your tablet. 
 Visit the website at https://nwiowa.oncell.com.  No app download is necessary.  Just visit the website and       

navigate through the stops on your PC, laptop, tablet or smartphone. 
 
The Northwest Iowa Audio Tour is a great individual getaway or family learning activity whether from the     
comfort of your own living room or while driving the byway and stopping 

O’Brien County Tourism 
Invites You to Tour O’Brien County 

 
O’Brien County is a great place to live and visit.  The 
O’Brien County Tourism Board has been working hard 
to introduce both residents and visitors to the wide      
variety of experiences offered in the area! Recently there 
have been a series of tours promoting area sites as well 
as weekly day trip itineraries which offer ideas for plac-
es to visit and things to do. 
 
A new website has been designed and will be launched 
soon along with a map of area attractions.  You can keep 
up with all of the promotional activities of this group by 
following them at www.obriencounty.com and on  
www.obriencounty.com and on  
Instagram: #tourobriencounty 
Facebook: Tour O’Brien County 



9 

Step Back in History at Mill Creek Park 
 

The idea for building a dam to create a lake at the Mill Creek Park site was first conceived in 1912 by Hugh 
Dealy, Ferd Holms and George Harris.  These men had a vision of a recreational lake that would draw visitors 
to the area.  Because land purchase deals could not be met with local property owners, the idea was dropped 
for the next 20 years.  In 1933, George Callenius and Robert Mattice resurrected the idea of a dam and lake.  
But there is more to the history of the site!  This spring, we were privileged to hear some of the story from 
Nell Kammerer, daughter of Robert and Lillie Mattice. 
 
Nell was born in 1929 on a farm south of Paullina.  She and 
her family moved to the Mill Creek site in 1933.  This farm 
house was located on the site of Mill Creek Park in that year.  
In the photo, Robert Mattice and some of the children can be 
seen on the steps while Lillie can be seen near the bush.  The 
house was located just to the east and south of the current 
lodge.  A barn was located where the lodge now stands.  Nell 
remembers trees that surrounded the house and wonders if 
some of the trees that still stand at the park may have been on 
the original farmstead. 
 
Nell speaks fondly of her mother, Lillie Mattice.  She feels that Lille was a driving force behind the scenes in 
the efforts to create the lake at Mill Creek.  Lillie was always trying to make things fun for children.  In         
addition to the seven children of her own, there were always many nieces and nephews that could be found 
spending time on the farm.  Lillie wanted children to enjoy swimming and urged town leaders to consider 
damming the creek to create a lake.  The water flowing through the creek was spring fed; so it would always 
be fresh.  Lillie wanted a place for children to play and enjoy. 
 
From the barn, there was a steep drop off to the creek.  However, if the children walked to the east of the barn, 
through the pasture they could access the creek more easily.  It was always cool with gooshy mud that slipped 
through toes and fingers.  Many hours of fun were spent in the creek playing and exploring. 
 
In 1937, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) sent 300 workers to build the dam.  Water from Coal 
Creek filled the lake basin in 44 days.  On February 2, 1938, the first water spilled over the dam and down the 
new spillway.  Over 10,000 new trees were planted, the lake was stocked with several game fish species, and a 
modern lodge was constructed.  The lake was officially dedicated on October 1, 1938 by Iowa Governor       
Nelson G Krashel. 
 
As the WPA workers came on site to Mill Creek, the Mattice family moved into the town of Paullina.  Nell 
has many great memories of going to the lake as she was growing up.  She and her siblings would run out to 
the lake as many as three times a day.   

 
Nell and her family as well as thousands of other       
children throughout the park history remember all of  
the good times swimming and playing in the water at 
Mill Creek Park.  Many of them remember taking       
swimming lessons from (previous board member) John 
Straak. 
 
Mill Creek Park has a place in history … and in the 
hearts of many as a special place to rest and recreate! 
 
 
Front Row (left to right)  Lillie (Johnson) Mattice, Robert Mattice 
Back Row (left to right) Rosalie (Mattice) Lewis, Nellie (Mattice) 
Kammerer, Roger Mattice, Gladys (Mattice) Chalstrom, Lloyd      
Mattice, Pearl (Mattice) Virgil, Leona (Mattice) Wittrock 



           Check your mailing label to be sure the address is correct.  Please let us know if any changes should be made. 
               If you would like to receive the Little Sioux Wanderings free of charge, please send your name and mailing    

address or email address to Naturalist, 4931 Yellow Ave, Peterson IA  51047.  The newsletter  is also available via email.   
See our web site at www.prairieheritagecenter.org to check out the newsletter or subscribe via email. 

Environmental Protection Agency:  712-336-1840 
Conservation Officers:  John Sells:  712-260-1019 
                                 Joe Yarkosky:  712-2460-1004 
TIP (Turn In Poachers):   1-800-532-2020 

The O’Brien County Conservation Board does not discriminate against anyone on the 
basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin, age or handicap.  If anyone believes that 
he or she has been subjected to such a discrimination, he or she may file a complaint 
with either the O’Brien County Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Opportunity, 
U.S. Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240 
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Will YOU Accept the Challenge? 
  

We would like to sincerely thank our supporters for their generous and ongoing support of the Prairie  
Heritage Center! 
 
Last year donations to the center went to the observation platform.  
This addition makes a huge impact on school children, tourists,    
families, civic groups and others who come to visit the center.   
 
Last October after a visit from 3rd grade students, we received a 
thank you note.  It included this picture with the words: “Thank you 
so much for letting us come and see the bison and go up the look out 
tower.  This was the best time of my life.  THANK YOU.” 
It is hard to beat a compliment like that … and you, our faithful     
supporters, make things like this happen on a daily basis! 
 
We have all made changes to our lives because of the COVID-19 pandemic.  One of the changes that has       
happened here at the Prairie Heritage Center is that we will not be having our Bison Burger Picnic and Lawn 
Concert this year.  While we are sad about not being able to see you in person, we want you to know that our 
next big project is already in action.  We would love for you to be a part of the creation of the Experience Trail! 

 
As described on page 1 of this newsletter, some of the components have 
funding in place.  We would love to make this project even grander in scale!  
We are inviting contributors to help us by matching our $10,000 bequest.  
The additional funds will help us meet the gap funding as well as be put  
towards a life-sized three dimensional saber tooth cat which can be added to 
the trail.  The megafauna cat 
would be similar in style to the 
three dimensional mammoth     
already on site. 
 

Because this is an ICE AGE project, help us drop the temperature on 
this fundraising thermometer with donated dollars.  Consider starting 
with the amount that you would have donated at the Bison Burger    
Picnic.  If you are able to contribute more, all of these dollars will be 

combined to help us add a three dimensional saber tooth 
cat to the trail.  With your help, we would love to get to $10,000 below! 

 
The Center continues to strive to meet its Mission Statement of providing environmental           
education as it relates to the prairie and the county, preserving and protecting our prairie        
heritage, and encouraging economic development with regards to recreation and historic             
exploration. 
 

        It is because of people like you who make a difference in the lives of others that over 13,000    
people are impacted by the Prairie Heritage Center each year.  It is with your gifts that we are able 
to continue to provide innovative and interactive displays, intriguing events and ongoing           
programming.  Thank you for considering this project as one worthy of your support! Your         

                      contribution by  October 1 will allow us to add the saber tooth cat to our project list. 

$5,000 

$10,000 
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Jim Becker - Monetary donation towards GPS units 
General NB Baker Library - rocks and fossils 
Lisa Cunningham - Safety throw ropes 
Cole Drefke - Spraying of food plots 
Mark Drefke - Assistance with Baling Hay 
Norm Hill - Program supplies 
Kevin & Julie Leopold - Telescope 
Amanda Monroe-Rubendall and Unity Point Health -  
 Life vests for use at Mill Creek 
Scott Osborn  & O’Brien County Pheasants Forever -   
 Sorghum for food plots 
Paullina Building Center - Life vest station at Mill Creek 
Deb Rohrbaugh - Five gallon drink cooler 
Dorothy Wegner - Wildlife photos 
 
Prairie Heritage Center Bricks: 
Robert “Bob” Merley 
Betty Taylor - Treasured Friend 
 
Memorial Donations: 
In Memory of Delmer “Gene” Fulk 
In Memory of Lucy 
In Memory of Betty Taylor 
In Memory of Gary Vander Sluis 

 
Donations towards the Experience Trail: 
In Memory of Arlene Roemmich 
In Memory of Betty Taylor 
Leroy & Luella Liske 
Carole Rowland 

Observation  
Binoculars 

 
With gratefulness for the 
generosity of the family 
of Delmer “Gene” Fulk, 
there will be an exciting 
addition to the              
observation platform at 
the Prairie Heritage    
Center.  Observation    
binoculars will be placed 
on the top deck of the 
platform.   
 
With this tool, visitors 
will be able to enjoy a 360◦ view of the area, 
get a closer look at the bison grazing in the 
pasture, or spot an eagle, deer or other     
wildlife passing through the valley.   
 
This gift continues to expand the services that 
are offered to visitors both during and after 
business hours at the center.  It has been a 
goal of our organization to provide these    
opportunities for people whenever they are 
able to visit. 
 
Many thanks to the Delmer “Gene” Fulk  
family for making this possible! 

Water Safety 
 

The O’Brien County Conservation Board would 
like to sincerely thank Amanda Monroe-Rubendall 
and UnityPoint Health St. Luke’s for their very 
generous donation of life jackets and a life jacket 
stand for Mill Creek Park!  Paullina Building   
Center donated the lumber used to build the 
stand.  These life jackets will be kept near the 
beach area and can be used by the public at any 
time.  Borrow a life jacket and return it when you 
are done!  



Savor the colors of FALL. 

 

Get outdoors and enjoy it! 

 


