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In 2018, the O’Brien County Conservation Board received a federal grant from the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund to renovate the campground at Douma Park near Sanborn.  With any grant of this 
magnitude, there are always plenty of delays as paperwork makes its way through the system.  This 
project ran into an extra snag with the government shutdown last year.  However, the wait is finally 
over!  This month, we received the final approval to move forward with the project! 

 

As construction in the campground begins, access to the park will be limited.  Watch for postings on 
our website and social media to announce changes in park access. 

 

The project will redesign the entire campground and will result in fourteen campsites which will ac-
commodate the size of modern recreational vehicles.  All of the sites will include cement pads, rural 
water, electricity and sewer.  Internet service will also be brought into the park.  A modern shower 
house will be constructed.  Improvements along the park’s water front have already been completed 
by removing downed brush. 

 

This renovation will be a major improvement for 
outdoor recreation in O’Brien County.  Two of the 
main parks in the conservation board system are 
located in the southern half of the county.  This 
improvement will provide options for residents in 
northern half of the county and will attract park  
patrons traveling along Highway 18. 

 

Keep watching throughout the  
summer as this project is completed. 

  



The Wheels of Progress Move Slowly 
 

There are always many things happening behind the scenes as park projects 
are undertaken.  Some of the factors include grant paperwork, bidding    
processes, contractor availability, weather and more.  Things always appear 
easy at the onset of the project.  Then, after working through the snags 
along the way, the end result is outstanding. 
 
The renovation project at Douma is a good example of this process.  It seems like a long time ago 
that we were notified that we received funding for the project.  Then, the long wait for the grant  
paperwork to be completed took over a year!  On May 1st, we received word that the project could 
be started.  After another week of waiting on the final signatures, the groundwork finally began.   

 
This project will completely redesign Douma Park.  The park was  
developed in 1967 and had not seen many improvements since that 
time.  The upgrades will bring the area into 2020 standards!  While 
there will be some disruption in park offerings this summer, O’Brien    
County is fortunate to have three other parks available for camping 
during the renovation.  Be sure to check out our other camping       
facilities at Tjossem, Dog Creek and Mill Creek for your recreation 
adventures this summer! 
 

There are many other projects underway in other conservation board areas.  The John Muller    
family of Paullina has donated funds to renovate the shelter area on Scout Island at Mill Creek 
Park.  While wet weather slowed down the start date, this project will provide a dramatic facelift 
for a well-used park amenity.  We are grateful for their donation! 
 
Another Mill Creek project expected this summer is the 
improvement of the asphalt drive in front of the lodge.  
Over the past decade, weather and other factors have 
filled this stretch of the pathway with potholes and 
cracks.  Resurfacing this section of the path will greatly 
improve the recreation trail. 
 
Bear with us!  All of these project will be worth the wait! 

              Terry Boltjes, Director 

O’Brien County Conservation Board - (712) 295-7200 
occb@iowatelecom.net  

              Board Members          Staff 
      Sherri Bootsma, Royd Chambers                    Terry Boltjes, Director 
           Darwin Dau, Kathy Luedke                    Brian Schimmer, Park Ranger 
        Jack Wallinga                Ryan List, Park Ranger 
Meets 2nd Wednesday of each month.        Andrew Kathman, Park Ranger 
Visit our website at:            Charlene Elyea, Naturalist  
www.prairieheritagecenter.org   Amber Wetherell, Education Center Receptionist 2 



 

 
Hours:  Wednesday - Friday - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday (May Through October) - 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Need information?  See our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org 
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Summer is an exciting season on the prairie!  The weather has provided a bit of a slow 
start on the colors this spring, but the birds are back adding their joyful song to the 
prairie.  Killdeer nests are common at the center.  These birds are ground nesters   
making their nests along the edge of the parking lot or in the rocks leading up to the  
observation platform.  Look carefully for their camouflage eggs.  The parents’        
protective dance is a sure clue that there is a nest in the area! 

 
We were excited to have a bison calf join the herd on    
Mother’s Day - May 12!  It is fun to see the little cinnamon 
colored baby romping in the prairie.  We will be making 
some other changes in our herd as well.  Two new cows will 
be coming into our herd from the educational bison herd at 
Polk County Conservation Board.  These additions will help 
us to maintain healthy genetics in our small herd. 
 

Thanks to generous donors an educational sign about mammoths was added 
to the mammoth statue area.  This exterior display is a great photo opportunity 
for field trip groups and visitors.  Check out the colorful sign the next time 
that you are at the center. 

 
There are many fun programs for people of all ages 
to enjoy this summer.   “Celebrate the Lunar Landing” is one activity 
that you won’t want to miss.  The come-and-go event will be held on the 
50th anniversary of astronauts landing on the moon - Saturday, July 20. 
If you can’t make it to this event, come out anytime throughout the year 

to explore the Earth and Space exhibit on display in the lower level of the center.  There are many 
hands-on activities to occupy your time this summer!  Check the hours listed below and make 
plans to visit! 
 
It is also time to mark your calendars for some of our special late summer events.  Read more 
about the Bison Stampede Trail Run to be held on August 10.  A registration form is on page 9 of 
this newsletter.  Try out the trails here at the center throughout the summer!  The Bison Burger  
Picnic and Lawn Concert is planned for Tuesday, August 20.  We hope that you can join us! 

Visit us soon! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiSpMuetLTiAhVpzlkKHWjlBawQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalgeographic.com.au%2Fspace%2Fone-giant-leap-for-mankind-anniversary-of-the-moon-landing.aspx&psig=AOvVaw39Pkxe


Thursday, June 13 at 8:00 a.m. - Nature Art: Pressed Petals - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Get out early to enjoy a summer morning.  Make a pressed petal art piece to take home  
 with you. 
 
Saturday, June 15 beginning at 8:00 a.m. - Hike the Valley -  Waterman Prairie South 
 Learn more about this opportunity for a hiking adventure on page 8 of this newsletter. 
 
Tuesday, June 18 from 9:00 until 11:00 a.m.  - What’s in the Water -  Dog Creek Park by the beach 
 Youth ages 5 through 12 are invited to join the naturalist for a morning of exploring a water ecosystem. 

 
Thursday, June 20 at 7:00 p.m.  - Big Cats - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Dr. William Clark from Iowa State University will be presenting a history of the cats  
 of Iowa  - both modern and prehistoric.  Learn about conservation challenges and  
 victories.  There will be great pictures and hands-on items. You won’t want to miss  
            this engaging event. 
 
Friday, June 21 at 5:00 p.m. - Celebrate our Sun - Prairie Heritage Center 
 The astronomy event for the month focuses on our closest star - the Sun.  Take part in some 
 experiments to learn more about the center of our solar system. 

 
Saturday, June 22 from 9:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.  - 3D Archery Shoot -  
      Crosbie Nature & Wildlife Center 
 Experienced archers are invited to test their skills with an archery shoot.  
 Learn more details about the event on page 8 of this newsletter. 
 
Wednesday, June 26 from 9:00 until 11:00 a.m.  - How’s the Creek - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Youths ages 8 through 12 are invited to explore nearby Waterman Creek.  Meet at the Prairie 
 Heritage Center for a shuttle to the site. 
 
Tuesday, July 9 from 9:00 until 11:00 a.m.  - Who’s in the Woods – Mill Creek Park by the lodge 
 Youths ages 5 through 12 can explore the woodland habitat through games and activities. 
 
Thursday, July 11 at 6:30 p.m. - Nature Art: Nature’s Dyes – Prairie Heritage Center 

 This Nature Art activity will focus on dyes found in plants.  Make a sampler  
 to take home with you. 
 
Saturday, July 13 - Christmas in July – Dog Creek Park 
 Campers are invited to decorate their campsite in Christmas holiday fashion!  Prizes  
 will be awarded!  Visitors are welcome to drive through the campground to celebrate too!  
 See more on page 7. 

 
Wednesday, July 17 from 9:00 until 11:00 a.m. - Prairie Prowl – Prairie Heritage Center 
 Youths ages 5 through 12 will investigate the prairie with games, a hike, activities and more. 
 
Saturday, July 20 from 2:00 until 4:00 p.m. - Celebrate the Lunar Landing – Prairie Heritage Center 
 Bring the family out for this come-and-go event to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
 moon landing!  A variety of hands-on activities will be available to explore different  
 aspects of the moon. 
 

Visit the Conservation Board Booth at the O’Brien County Fair 
July 22 - 24, 2019 

                    We are located in the commercial building.  We’d love to visit with you! 
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Monday & Tuesday, July 29 & 30 - Outdoor Quest -  Crosbie Wildlife & Nature Youth Center 
 Youth ages 11-15 SIGN UP NOW for this overnight adventure which includes Hunter Safety  
 Certification.  Complete the registration on page 6 of this newsletter. 
 
Thursday, August 1 from 9:00 a.m. until noon - Survival Minutes -  Prairie Heritage Center 
 Youth ages 8 through 14 meet at the center for some survival instruction.  Then, engage in a  
 friendly competition to see if you could survive in these “Minute-to-Win-It” type challenges. 
 
Thursday, August 8 at 8:00 a.m. - Nature Art: Bees Wax Art - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Think pollinators with this installment of Nature Art.  Carve a creation out of bees wax. 
 
Saturday, August 10 at 7:30 a.m. - Bison Stampede 5K Trail Run -  Prairie Heritage Center 
 Walk or run in this annual fundraiser to support innovative projects at the center.  Send in your  
 registration from page 9 of this newsletter. 
 
Tuesday, August 13 at 8:00 p.m. - Perseid Meteor Shower - Prairie Heritage Center  
 Observe one of the most prolific meteor showers of the year as you check out the late  
 summer constellations. 
 
Tuesday, August 20 from 5:00 until 7:30 p.m. - Bison Burger Picnic & Lawn Concert -  
                                     Prairie Heritage Center 
 Support the center and enjoy a beautiful evening on the prairie!  This is a great opportunity 
 to meet up with friends and also see what is new at the center!  This year we will have a tent  
 to keep you out of weather.  Stay dry or out of the sun! 
 
Thursday, August 29 at 6:00 p.m. - Stories in Stones - Waterman Cemetery, Sutherland  
 Use a GPS unit to unlock history by taking part in an electronic scavenger hunt!  Meet at the 

 main monument for some instructions. 
 
Thursday, September 5 at 5:30 p.m. - Monarchs on the Move - Mill Creek Park  
 Meet at the lodge to learn about the mysteries of monarch migration.   
 Then, take part in the citizen science project of tagging butterflies. 
 

 
Saturday, September 7 from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. - Historical Fall Fest - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Step back in time with pioneer crafts, games, wagon rides and more! 
 
Saturday, September 14 - Women in the Outdoors  
 Ladies, save the date and watch for more information about this regional event! 
 
Thursday, September 19 at 6:00 p.m. - Nature Art: Butterfly Wings - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Create a craft as delicate as the wings of these fleeting creatures! 
 
Thursday, September 26 at 6:30 p.m. - Earth’s Shadows - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Explore Earth’s shadows as the sun begins to set.  Learn what shadows tell us about space! 
 
 Saturday, October 5 from 6:30  until 7:30 p.m. - Campground Trick or Treat - 
         Mill Creek Park 
 Mill Creek Campground will remain open an extra weekend this year.   
 Free camping will be offered in exchange for Halloween decorations  
 and candy! See more on page 7 of this newsletter. 
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Gain new skills and spend time in the outdoors! 
  

Youths ages 11 through 15 can experience an outdoor adventure sponsored by 
the O’Brien County Conservation Board and the O’Brien County Pheasants      
Forever at the Crosbie Wildlife and Nature Youth Center and Dog Creek Park. 
  
Monday, July 29 will include learning activities about hunting, trapping, bird  
identification, and dog training.  The events will extend into the evening with  
lessons on Dutch Oven cooking, water recreation, night tracking and  
astronomy.  Youth will stay overnight in the grain bin cabins at Dog Creek Park. 

  
Tuesday, July 30 will be a field day for the hunter safety education course 
offered through the Iowa DNR.  Lessons will include firearms handling,   
ethics & responsibility, Iowa hunting laws, and a final exam. In order to   
receive certification, a student must successfully complete an Iowa        
approved online Hunter Education Course prior to registering. The online  
course can be found at: www.iowadnr.gov/huntered. The internet course 
requires a fee payable to the provider upon completion in order to receive 
a field day voucher. Students will be required to provide a field day 
voucher to the instructor upon arrival to the field day. The student must 
also pass the final exam in order to receive certification. 

  
The event begins and ends at the Crosbie Wildlife and Nature Youth Center, 4270 Roosevelt 
Avenue.  Youth can be dropped off at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, July 29 and will be picked up 
at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, July 30. 
  
The only cost for the event will be for the hunter safety education course fee.  All other 
costs will be covered with sponsorship by the O’Brien County Pheasants Forever              
organization and Jim Johnson in partnership with O’Brien County Conservation.  Meals 
(Monday lunch through Tuesday breakfast), equipment, and lodging will be provided.   
  
This event is for youth who have not attended the event before and who are interested in 
obtaining their hunter safety certification. 
Registration Deadline: July 22, 2019                      Space limited to 11 boys and 11 girls.   
Mail registration to:  Prairie Heritage Center, 4931 Yellow Ave, Peterson IA 51047 

O’Brien County Outdoor Quest Registration 
 
Name 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Parent Phone ________________________ Email Address_________________________  
 

Age: ______  Circle:  Male/Female  Circle T-Shirt Size:  Youth M -L Adult: Sm – M – L 
 

Known Food Allergies: ______________________________________________________ 
 

I hereby agree not to hold the organizers, the O’Brien County Conservation Board, O’Brien County Pheasants Forever, cities or govern-
ment agencies, liable for any damages my child may incur during my voluntary participation in this event.  I am entering at our own risk 
with the full understanding of the inherent dangers.  I have read the foregoing release, understand its terms, and voluntarily signed this 
form. Sign below. 

Parent Signature______________________________________ Date _______________ 
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Mill Creek Park Signs 
 
Some new signs have been popping up at Mill Creek Park!  
Stop at the lake to check out the new additions! 
 

The Ebel family sponsored a sign in memory of Marlo Ebel.  The sign includes some historical information about 
Mill Creek Park.  It also highlights the “Happenings at the Cabins” articles written by Marlo as he interviewed         
park patrons about their adventures at Mill Creek.  Thank you to the Ebel family for this nice addition to the park. 
 
The recreation trail around the lake has new metal signs marking the way.  The trail map kiosk and directional    
markers were part of an O’Brien County Community Foundation project funded in 2018.  The renovation of the    
signage allowed for additional trail markings for a 1.0 mile round trip trail addition from the north edge of the trail to         
Redwood Avenue.  This project was originally constructed by Ryan Brasser as a Herbert Hoover Uncommon Student 
Award Project.  We are grateful to the Brasser family, the original donors, and the O’Brien County Community    

Holidays in the Park 
 

Celebrate some holidays in the park this summer! 
 
Get ready for Christmas in July 
at Dog Creek Park.  Campers 
are invited to decorate their sites 
for Christmas on Saturday, July 
13.  An impartial juror will be 
making the rounds throughout 
the campground … checking for 
the most festive spirit.  The  
winning campsite will receive a Dog Creek  
camping coupon book.  The public is invited to 
drive through the campground to enjoy the       
decorations. 

 
Ghosts and princesses will be 
out early this year at Mill 
Creek Park.  The                
Conservation Board is          
offering free camping for the 
nights of October 4 & 5.  In 
exchange, we ask that       

campers get into the Halloween spirit by          
decorating their campsite and handing out candy.  
Trick-or-treaters are invited to come through the 
park on Saturday, October 5 from 6:30 until 7:30. 
 

Get into the holiday spirit! 

Summer Employees 
 

This summer the Conservation Board        
welcomes Josh Simm and Luke Jenness to  
our staff.  These young men provide          
excellent service to our organization as they 
also get to experience conservation careers.   
 
We look forward to our summer with them!          

Mill Creek Concession  
Stand OPEN 

 
Whether you are looking for a sweet treat 

or are hungry for a meal -  
the Mill Creek Concession Stand  

is ready for your business!  
 

The Concession Stand is open daily from  
11:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. 
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New Event This Year 
 
A 3D Archery event is scheduled for Saturday,   
June 22 at the Crosbie Wildlife and Nature Youth 
Center, 4270 Roosevelt Ave, Primghar. 
 
This event is open to seasoned archers who are     
14 years old and above who have passed the hunter 
safety course.  All participants must bring their own 
personal equipment.  A walking range will be laid 
out throughout the west portion of the property. 
 
Participants are invited to sign up beginning at  
9:00 a.m. through noon.  As a flight fills, the archers 
will be sent out onto the course.  The event will 
conclude by 1:30 p.m. 
 
The Conservation Board is excited to offer this new 
opportunity to outdoor enthusiasts.  Make plans to 
attend!  

 

Save the Date! 
The O’Brien County Sportsmen’s Club 

Mark’s Pump Sales and Service &                       
the O’Brien County Conservation Board        

will be holding a    
 

 
  Youth Pheasant Hunt                                  

on Saturday,           
October 19. 

 
Youths ages 12-15 

with a valid hunting       
license are invited to 

attend. 

Adventure Hiking in  
the Waterman Valley 

 
Conservation partners such as the Iowa Natural 
Heritage Foundation, the Nature Conservancy, and 
the Iowa DNR along with the Conservation Board 
and passionate landowners have done a remarkable 
job of preserving the tallgrass prairie ecosystem in 
the Little Sioux and Waterman river valleys.  Ada 
Hayden, the first woman to get a doctorate degree 
from Iowa State University, designated some of 
the prairie pieces in the valley as notable to be  
preserved back in the 1940’s. 
 
The Conservation Board is offering an opportunity 
to explore this area in a very personal way.  An      
adventure hike is planned for Saturday, June 15.  
Participants will meet at Waterman Prairie South 
and walk on public land for approximately four 
miles.  This will be an “off-path” hike over rough 
and steep slopes.  It will pass along high prairie 
ridges, follow the river’s edge, and climb through a  
steep woodland.  Hikers can expect tall grass,     
insects and sun.  Plan to dress in long pants and 
walking shoes.  Bring a water bottle which can be 
refilled at the halfway point.  The hike will take 
approximately four hours with transportation     
provided from the end point back to the vehicles at 
the beginning. 
 
The goal for this hike is to provide an outdoor     
adventure which will go beyond the standard hikes 
usually offered and onto the next level.  Get a feel 
for the grand outdoors in your own backyard. 
Please sign up for this event by emailing your 
name and phone number to occb@iowatelecom.net 
so that additional information can be shared with 
you prior to the hike. 
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Prairie Heritage Center 
Bison Stampede 

      5K Trail Run 
Saturday, August 10, 2019  

Registration from 6:30 a.m. – 7:15 a.m. 
Race begins at 7:30 a.m. 

Registration fee: $25 
 

Race is sponsored by the Little Sioux Valley Conservation Association.  
T-Shirts sponsored by Security State Bank. 

Registration and t-shirt pickup for the race will take place at the Prairie Heritage 
Center from 6:30 until 7:15.  Pre-registration is encouraged. 

The race will be run on the trails around the center and on adjacent property.        
Be prepared for uneven surfaces. 

Awards will be given to the first place finisher in each age group (13 & Under, 14-19, 
20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60 & over).  Awards ceremony will follow the run. 

Participation in this event is at “your own risk.” 
Make checks payable to the Little Sioux Valley Conservation Association.              

No refunds will be given. 
Registration received by August 1 will be guaranteed a t-shirt.  A limited supply of 

shirts may be available for sale on race day. 
 
Entrant’s Name ________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________ 
 
 

City, State, Zip _________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number ____________ Email Address _________________ 
                       
Circle Age Group: 13& Under; 14-19; 20-29; 30-39; 40-49;  
                              50-59; Over 60 
Circle: Male - Female 
 
 Circle T-Shirt Size:   Adult: Sm – M – L – XL – 2XL  

     
I hereby agree not to hold the organizers, the O’Brien County Conservation Board, Little Sioux Valley Conservation Association, cities or gov-
ernment agencies, liable for any damages I may incur during my voluntary participation in this event.  I am entering at our own risk with the 
full understanding of the inherent dangers of running on trails.  I have read the foregoing release, understand its terms, and voluntarily signed 
this form. Please sign below. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mail registration to: 
Prairie Heritage Center 
4931 Yellow Ave 
Peterson IA  51047 
712-295-7200 
occb@iowatelecom.net 
www.prairieheritagecenter.org 

mailto:occb@iowatelecom.net


           Check your mailing label to be sure the address is correct.  Please let us know if any changes should be made. 
               If you would like to receive the Little Sioux Wanderings free of charge, please send your name and mailing    

address or email address to Naturalist, 4931 Yellow Ave, Peterson IA  51047.  The newsletter  is also available via email.   
See our web site at www.prairieheritagecenter.org to check out the newsletter or subscribe via email. 

Environmental Protection Agency:  712-336-1840 
Conservation Officers:  John Sells:  712-260-1019 
                                 Joe Yarkosky:  712-2460-1004 
TIP (Turn In Poachers):   1-800-532-2020 

The O’Brien County Conservation Board does not discriminate against anyone on the 
basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin, age or handicap.  If anyone believes that 
he or she has been subjected to such a discrimination, he or she may file a complaint 
with either the O’Brien County Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Opportunity, 
U.S. Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240 
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1000 Hours Outside 
 

There is a new movement out there, and it is sure to 
change the way you think.  It will come as no      
surprise that children spend more and more time in 
front of a screen.  In fact, as many as 1,200 hours 
per year are spent by children in front of screens.   
 
In the sea of other activities - like homework, music 
and soccer - the simple act of playing outdoors is 
often overlooked.  Yet, research shows that playing 
outdoors has HUGE developmental and health    
benefits.  You can learn more about these healthy 
rewards by visiting www.1000hoursoutside.com.   
 
If 1000 hours sound like a lot, you can begin with an 
easier step of balancing screen time with outside 
time.  You would be surprised by the rewards even 
this small change can make. 
 
Take the first steps this summer.  The naturalist’s 
parting words to all of the classrooms that she      
visits in May are: 
“Spend some of each of your summer days outside!” 

Looking for more to do? 
Check out this recently created 
network of outdoor activities. 

“Like” Northwest  
Iowa Nature Network 
on Facebook and stay  

connected with conservation board events 
throughout Northwest Iowa! 

Leave Them Be! 
  

The season of new birth is here, and baby animals can 
be seen everywhere!  Please remember that baby      
wildlife RARELY needs your help.  Often, through 
good intentions, these young ones are separated from 
their parents. 
 
Baby wildlife is rarely abandoned in nature.  Most    
often mothers leave their young unattended for hours.  
Even in the case that one parent dies, the remaining 
parent can still ably take care of the offspring.  With 
many common animals, seeing a dead adult in the area 
is no indication that it is the parent of the baby found. 
 
Baby animals do not need to be protected from natural 
dangers in their lives.  Dogs, cats, cars and streets are 
obstacles that they will deal with for the rest of their 
lives. 
 
Fawns do not have their own scent.  Mothers leave 
their young for many hours at a time unattended       
because the adult’s smell will attract predators.  The 
mother will return to feed the baby. 
 
Wild animals also do not abandon their babies due to 
the smell of humans.  If a baby bird that is found on the 
ground still has skin visible or has downy feathers, 
place it back into the nest.  Most birds have no sense of 
smell, and even mammals that smell well will not  
abandon their maternal instinct despite human scent. 
 
Finally, baby animals will never be able to receive the 
same quality care from a human as they can get from 
their own parents.  Human intervention should be the 
LAST resort and used only if the baby has NO chance  
of surviving in the wild. 
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Susie Allgood - binoculars 
CS Agrow - seed for food plots 
Dean Carrington - bison skull 
Cole Drefke - seed for food plot 
Barb Ebel & Family - Marlo Ebel memorial sign at  
  Mill Creek Park 
Marlin & Judy Mehrens - maps for education 
Jane Muller & Family - Mill Creek Scout Island project 
Paullina Friends Group - folding chairs for the Crosbie 
  Nature & Wildlife Youth Area 
Arlene Roemmich - books and supplies 
Dave Stoll - assistance with bison 
Del Walinga & Modern Woodmen Association -  
  binoculars 
 
Quarterly Memorial Donations in Memory of: 
Beverly Orthmann 
Glenda Rahbusch 
 
Thrivent Choice Dollars: 
Lyle Luedke 
Craig Jeffers 
Caroline Letzring 
Doris Rausch 
Dennis Wacker 

Remembering  
Arlene Roemmich 

 
Arlene Roemmich, a dear friend to the Prairie 
Heritage Center, passed away on May 26.  We 
will greatly miss her. 
 
Arlene served on the Little Sioux Valley       
Conservation Association from the very early 
stages.  She was instrumental in helping to gather 
information about other nature centers in order to 
make the Prairie Heritage Center the best that it 
could be.   
 
Arlene was an ardent fundraiser for the project.  
One of her grand ideas was the sale of bricks in 
the center’s foyer.  She was always proud of how 
much money was raised by this process. 
 
Arlene was a faithful volunteer.  She helped with 
many behind the scenes projects, served food at 
events, volunteered on the weekends and helped 
with many, many other tasks. 
 
We remember her passion for her community 
and especially her love for the center! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We are grateful to Del Wallinga and the Modern 
Woodman Association for the generous cash    
donation used to purchase binoculars for the       
center.  The gift came just in time for Bald Eagle 
Day and were used by the 300 visitors at that 
special event. 

Wish List 
Would you have any of these items to help 
with the Prairie Heritage Center and       
Conservation Board Programs? 
 *  Stamp pads 
 * Plaster of Paris 
 * 10x magnification loupes 
 * Craft supplies such as hot glue    
    sticks, ribbon, felt, embroidery hoops, 
    dowels, etc 
 * Flint or chert for firemaking and  
    Knapping 
 * Raffeta to be used for cording 
 * Monetary donation to purchase 
             additional atlatls and spears 



Bison Burger Picnic & 
Lawn Concert 

 
Tuesday, August 20 
5:00 until 7:30 p.m. 

 
Enjoy an evening of music and food! 

Tent available to keep you  
shaded or dry! 

 
See what is new at the center! 


