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The Crosbie Wildlife and Nature Youth Center, located at 4270 Roosevelt Avenue, is open for
business! A great summer of activities have provided youth with numerous opportunities to
experience the outdoors. In June, the Conservation Board partnered with ISU Extension to hold a
Shooting Sports Camp on the site.
In August, sixteen youth attended the first O’Brien County Outdoor Quest event. The young
men are pictured below. This event was co-sponsored by O’Brien County Pheasants Forever, Jim
Johnson and the Conservation Board. Activities included dog training, trapping and hunting
education, and shooting on the ranges. The participants spent the night at the Dog Creek bin cabins
where they cooked on Dutch ovens and took part in watersports. The event positively impacted their
lives and helped them experience the outdoors!
On August 23, an open house event was held at the Crosbie site. Over 85 people came to see
the elevated archery tower as well as the trap, rifle, air rifle and pistol ranges. A wagon ride through
the property allowed participants to view the prairie and wetland restoration and to get a look at the
3D archery range.
Hunting seasons open soon. Youth are encouraged to use this site with the guidance of an
adult. A youth pheasant hunt is also being planned on October 20. See more information inside this
newsletter.
This project is successfully
fulfilling the dream of the
Crosbie Family to encourage
youth experiences
in the outdoors!

If You Build Them ...
This summer has been a successful one for the large
cabins at Dog Creek and Mill Creek Parks. Beginning
with the second weekend in May and continuing on
through mid-October, both of the grain bin cabins at Dog
Creek Park have been rented for a solid 24 straight
weekends! Both of the 12-person cabins at Mill Creek
park were rented for 21 straight weekends from mid-May
through the end of September.

These rentals are great news for the conservation board. The cabin renters are in our park system
enjoying outdoor activities with friends and family. Having the cabins available for use allows
people who have an interest in camping but do not have the equipment the opportunity to use our
parks. Large, multi-generational family groups often seek out the cabins as places to spend time
together in an outdoor setting. These patrons may gather from a distance, have the desire/need to
travel lightly, and are looking for an option with little upfront costs. Most importantly, the time
spent together is an important opportunity to make memories, and memories made in the outdoors
are often the strongest ones!
The rentals are even better news for our local economy. Based on 2013 Travel Iowa statistics, an
average family of four that is recreating in Iowa spends $285/day at our local businesses. These
cabins could fit three families. If even two families stayed in each of the cabins, they would be
spending $1,140 per day in each of our communities. Throughout the summer season, that is well
over $54,700 of indirect income in each of the communities based only on weekend traffic. The
cabins are usually rented throughout the week as well.
This is a trend that is seen throughout Iowa in the County
Conservation Board system. Annually $531 million of
economic impact is generated. Some of the top activities
are hunting with $58.4 million dollars spent locally and
camping with $39.4 million dollars spent locally.
We invite you to enjoy our park and recreation areas!
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Another busy summer has flown by at the Prairie Heritage
Center, and exciting events are on the way for the fall season.
We encourage you to take part in all of exciting things that are
happening.
We loved having over 360 of you at the Prairie Heritage Center
to enjoy the Bison Burger Picnic and Lawn Concert on August
14. It was raining in the neighborhood,
but the weather held out at the center to
allow participants to enjoy the evening picnicking at the outdoor tables and
lounging in lawn chairs listening to great music provided by the Itty Bitty
Boji Band. The musicians got the audience involved with crowd pleasing
melodies. This year two calves were named. People voted with their
dollars to name the female calf born on May 5 Daisy and the male calf
born on May 9 Blaze. Stop out to see the herd!
In June, the Little Sioux Valley Conservation Association was awarded an
$8,000 grant from the O’Brien County Community Foundation for the
purchase of display equipment. The equipment will allow us to preserve
plants, birds, insects, reptiles and other things to be used in displays at the
center as well as those taken into classrooms and other venues. The
funds from the Bison Stampede and the Bison Burger Picnic and Lawn
Concert were used as matching funds for this grant. If you would like to
get involved, we would welcome your contribution to this project.
The Prairie Heritage Center is looking for volunteers. If you have time and are interested in
partnering with us to enrich the lives of others, we would love to have you join our team. You will
be surrounded by great people doing amazing things. We have openings for assisting with special
events and projects. We are especially looking for people who would be willing to join our crew of
weekend volunteers. You are welcome to sign up throughout the year as you are able. Some of
our volunteers are more involved in helping out in one season versus another. You can volunteer
solo or with a partner. We are grateful for whatever time that you can spare. If you would like to
know more about this opportunity, please contact the us at the center.

Hours: Wednesday - Friday - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday (May Through October) - 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Need information? See our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org
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Saturday, Thursday, October 11 at 5:30 p.m. - Prairie Seed Collection - Prairie Heritage Center
Meet at the center to carpool to a nearby location. Take a look at the prairie from a
different perspective as you collect prairie seeds to be used on another conservation
board site.
Saturday, October 20 beginning at 8:00 a.m. - Y outh Pheasant Hunt - Crosbie Wildlife &
Nature Youth Center
See more about this exciting opportunity for youth ages 12-15 on page 6.
Thursday, October 25 at 7:00 p.m. - Artic W ildlife Refuge & Northwest Passage - Prairie Heritage Center
You won’t want to miss this Iowa Humanities Special Event. David Thoreson, an explorer from the
Okoboji area, will regale his audience with tales and photos from his latest trip to the Arctic
Wildlife Refuge as well as sharing information about his sailing trips through the Northwest Passage.
Saturday, November 3 from 1:00 until 3:00 p.m. - National Bison Day Prairie Heritage Center
Celebrate the United States National Mammal ….
and our favorite mammal here at the center too! There will be
games and crafts throughout the afternoon.
An informative presentation will take place at 2:00.
Saturday, November 17 from 1:00 until 3:00 p.m. - Nature Crafts - Prairie Heritage Center
Bring the family out for a family tradition. We will provide the crafting supplies. You bring
your creative spirit. Create some unique holiday decorations.
Thursday, November 29 at 6:30 p.m. - The Giving Tree - Prairie Heritage Center
Listen to a classic tale that combines a giving spirit with nature. Then participants will
make some wildlife friendly decorations for the center and some to take home.
Saturday, December 1 beginning at 1:00 p.m. - Snowshoe Making W orkshop - Prairie Heritage Center
Learn to lace your own snowshoes. You can make a pair for yourself or give the experience as
a gift. See more information on page 10.
Tuesday, December 18 at 7:00 p.m. - Comet Encounter - Prairie Heritage Center
Get outdoors in the cool winter air. We will be watching for meteors from the annual Geminid
Shower as well as looking for one of the brightest comets to grace the night sky since 2013.
Saturday, December 22 at 1:00 p.m. - Going on an Elf Hunt - Dog Creek Park
Meet at the south side of the lake for this annual favorite. Use GPS units to find clues for
where these Christmas elves may be hanging out!

Saturday, January 5 at 10:00 a.m. - W inter Birding - Prairie Heritage Center
Participants will meet at the center for a carpooling event to spot winter birds and Bald Eagles in the
Little Sioux River Valley.
The Conservation Board and Staff
wish you and your family
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
A WONDERFILLED NEW YEAR!!
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2019 Winter Library Series
The winter season will soon be upon us! The Conservation Board is pleased to partner with the
local libraries in the county to offer programming close to your home. During the months of
January, February and March, the conservation board naturalist will be presenting programs in
each of the county libraries. Watch your local newspaper and the winter newsletter for dates.
JANUARY – Color Chaos
Brighten the doldrums of the winter season with a burst of color! This
presentation will look at how color is used in nature by plants and
animals. It will include some interesting hands-on experiments to
explore how people see color. You are sure to walk away refreshed and
ready to seek out color even in our winter landscape!
FEBRUARY – How Did Birds Get Their Names?
Get ready for national bird feeder month with this presentation. It
will include engaging tales about birds as well as some basic birding
tips. Learn about bird identification and backyard birdfeeder
options. Listen to how two women improved the lives of birds in the
late 1800s. Get ready to celebrate our feathered friends!
MARCH – Towering Trees
Take a closer look at trees and how they impact our lives. Learn about
some amazing sentinel trees in our state and nation. Discover products
that you didn’t even realize came from trees. Think about different
ways that you can benefit from tree plantings. This presentation will
get you prepared for spring!
All programs are open to all ages and last approximately 45 minutes with time for questions
afterwards.

Hours to Change at the
Prairie Heritage Center
There will be a change to the hours at the Prairie Heritage Center beginning in
November. Seasonal hours will be added during the winter months.
Center hours will be:
Wednesday - Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.
Saturday from 1:00 until 4:00 p.m.
Sundays from May through October from 1:00 until 4:00 p.m.
Sundays from November through April will not be available
Visit us when you are able! There is always much to see and do!
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Trail Sign Project Underway
Thanks to the O’Brien County Community
Foundation walkers and runners will soon see
new signage on the Mill Creek Park trails.

The Conservation Board was the recipient of a
grant which will renovate the trail head sign as
well as the directional and mileage markers
along the trail.
The project was originally part of a 2009
Herbert Hoover Uncommon Student project
completed by Ryan Brasser. The trail system is
heavily used by walkers and park patrons for
recreation as well as health benefits. The trail
system includes 6.5 miles of trail around the lake
and through the wooded area. The marked trail
system will be expanded to the entrance on
Redwood Avenue.
The South O’Brien Environmental Science Class
and the Brasser family of Paullina have been
involved with this renovation. Students have
been assisting with marking trail mileage and
will be helping with an educational component
to be added to the signs later this year.
Come out to Mill Creek to enjoy the trails!

O’Brien County Youth
Pheasant Hunt
Youths ages 12 through 15 can gain experience
in the outdoors by taking part in a guided
pheasant hunt. The Conservation Board along
with Mark’s Pump Sales & Service and the
O’Brien County Sportsmen’s Club are hosting a
Youth Pheasant Hunt at the Crosbie Wildlife
and Nature Youth Center on Saturday, October
20.
The event will begin at 8:00 with registration.
A warm-up trap shoot will be held. Youth will
then be paired with a mentor to engage in a
personally guided pheasant hunt. Lunch will be
served as part of the day.
There is no cost for the event. However, space
is limited. Only 20 youth will be able to take
part in the experience. Call the office at
712-295-7200 to register your youth. All
participants must have passed their hunter
safety course prior to attending.

Gain new skills and spend time in the
outdoors!
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Camping Season

.

We are grateful to all of the patrons who visited our campgrounds this
summer! We had a great season! We hope that all of you had such a good
time this summer that you are looking forward to next year already!
Our campgrounds will close for the season on October 1st. This closure
also includes restrooms at the park as well as our 6-person cabins. The
lodge will remain open until October 15. The grain bin cabins at Dog
Creek and the 12-person cabins at Mill Creek will remain open throughout
the New Year holiday.
Our summer staff included Andrew Cullison and Dallas Jalas. They were a huge help this summer keeping the parks
mowed and well kept. Our campground hosts were Bob & Vicki Ruden at Mill Creek and Tom & Sue Draper at Dog
Creek. These hosts are instrumental in the excellent customer service that we offer to park patrons. We commend all
of these seasonal workers for a job well done!
Remember that cabin reservations can be made one calendar year in advance. Start making
your plans soon! Call our office to check dates and make your reservations for next year.
If you are looking for a great Christmas gift, think about the gift of spending time outdoors
with family and friends. You could consider giving a book of camping

Douma Park Update
The renovation of Douma Park, near Sanborn, is the
next big project scheduled for the Conservation Board.
A Land and Water Conservation Fund grant was
received this past spring. Behind the scenes planning
has been going on and the next steps in the process for
the federally funded grant are underway.
It is expected that construction for this project will
begin next spring. Watch for more news on this long
anticipated improvement later in the year.

New Conservationists
Join the Family
This fall has been a busy one for two of our
conservation board staff!

Andrew and Kariann Kathman welcomed a little boy Braxtyn Croix to their family on September 15. He
joins two older sisters in a family that spends much of
their time outdoors!
Amber and Ross Wetherell are expecting their first
child in mid-October. We are excited to meet their
little one soon!
Amber will be on maternity leave until mid-January.
Miriam Patton will be filling in as the front-line
receptionist until Amber returns.
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Signs of the Season
Changing colors and the mysteries of migration are top on the list for fall
experiences.
The tallgrass comes alive with the amber hues of the grasses complimented
by the bright yellows sunflowers and the splashes of purple asters. Visiting
a prairie in the fall is a memorable experience.
The changing color of trees in the fall provides a reason for a drive
through the river valley. As the change in day length causes chlorophyll
to break down the yellows and oranges in the leaves become more
visible. Other chemical changes may occur within some trees to bring
out the red colors. Even the brown of the oak trees stand out against the
bright colors and turn the hillsides into a wave of color! Temperature,
light and water supply have an influence on the degree and duration of
fall color. Low temperatures above freezing bring on the best color. Rainy and/or overcast days
increase the intensity of the colorful show.
Migration is also underway. Raptor migration is in full swing. From
September through December, eagles, hawks, falcons and other
raptors are traveling the airways headed south. The Little Sioux and
Waterman Creek valleys are important interior pathways for these
mighty birds. The steep slopes create thermals and up-drafts which
propel the raptors high into the sky. On a good migration day, a
thousand birds or more may pass overhead. Raptor flight generally begins around mid-morning
when the thermals start and end as the sun starts to go down. Bring your binoculars on a warm
sunny day to witness this “hawk highway.”
Birds aren’t the only ones flying past at a mile in the sky! Monarch
butterflies are headed to Mexico. With a mass of 0.41 grams - less
than a paperclip, these mighty insects are using the same air currents
as raptors. Although they are tiny, monarchs are true migratory
travelers. Some make the journey from Canada to Mexico with a
distance of nearly 5,000 miles! Monarchs tagged in O’Brien County
have been recovered in the oyamel forests near Mexico City. This is a
distance of nearly 2,000 miles. One of the most amazing signs of
monarch migration is the opportunity to view a night roost with thousands of butterflies resting
overnight on a tree!
Another insect making a migratory journey through our area is the
Green Darner Dragonfly. This common insect also has the breeding
strategy of spring and autumn migration. Look up in the late afternoon
sky to see swarms of these insects moving enmass. Offspring
produced in the later summer are taking flight as immature adults
heading to warm and humid areas further south to lay eggs. In the
spring, a new generation of adults make a return journey to the north.
Get out this fall to enjoy the weather and take in some of the signs of the season!
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Mammals of Iowa Field Guide
A new field guide, written and developed by wildlife biologists from Iowa State
University and the Iowa DNR is now available. This guide is a comprehensive
reference to the basic ecology and identification of the 56 species of wild mammals
routinely found in Iowa. It includes information about their habits and habitats in the
state as well as the status of their populations. Supplemental information bookending
the detailed species accounts features graphs showing relative size of mammals and a
history of the wild animals in Iowa.
Each species account within the book features a full color photograph along with life-sized images of the front and
hind tracks. A county map is included which shows the likelihood of finding the animal in each of the counties of
the state. This small field guide is an excellent resource to take on a hike or for landowners to use to identify
mammals that share their farms, timber stands, and prairies
This book is available as a free pdf download or can be purchased as a hard copy for a small fee. Find it at
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/15391.

Monarchs
The monarch butterfly is one of the most recognizable species in
North America. The decline in monarch numbers has been heralded in
the news. The issues that affect this signature species also affect other
species. Habitat loss and fragmentation have occurred
throughout
the monarch’s range. Pesticides used to control milkweed and other
plants affect not only monarchs but all pollinator species. Awareness
of limiting factors affecting this butterfly can be helpful in understanding issues affecting habitat as a whole.
Monarchs inspire people. The same habitat that supports monarch butterflies also support quail, pheasant,
waterfowl and other animals. Their habitat provides outdoor recreation opportunities like hunting, hiking,
wildlife watching and photography.
Monarch numbers have been monitored carefully over the past 25 years. Monarch Watch Organization began
with a simple tagging program in 1992 and has followed through with years of educating the public about
monarch biology and research. Many other organizations have joined in the campaign. There is no single group
or agency responsible for providing habitat. All organizations, agencies and even individuals must work
together to improve, restore and create grassland habitats which include not only milkweed but nectar resources
as well in order to protect the habitat.
In O’Brien County, there are several important projects involving monarch butterflies. Volunteers monitor
butterfly numbers at three sites in the county throughout the summer. That data is used by the Iowa Butterfly
Survey Network to get an understanding of population dynamics. The Prairie Heritage Center is Monarch
Waystation and has participated in Monarchs on the Move programming in partnership with ISU Extension.
This year the environmental education program has been also been involved with an amazing learning
experience with the Hartley-Melvin-Sanborn Elementary School. Each of the students in the school from
TK - 4th grade started out with a newly hatched caterpillar at the beginning of September and has been
following the life cycle first hand. Students have watched the transformation take place from egg to caterpillar
to chrysalis and will soon be anticipating sending the butterfly on its journey to Mexico. Students from the high
school environmental science class have gotten involved in educating and assisting their young counterparts as
they learn. This has been an interesting project involving collaboration and scientific research.
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Snowshoe Making Workshop
Are you looking for a unique Christmas gift for yourself … or someone
else? The Conservation Board is again offering the opportunity to
hand craft beautiful snowshoes. Several different styles will be offered
including the traditional wood frames as well as the modern aluminum
version. You could give that special someone an early holiday
experience by attending a snowshoe making class together!
Few experiences can compare to stomping across freshly fallen snow on a pair of snowshoes. This
activity is an excellent way to relax and get exercise at the same time! Hiking across the snow takes
on a new meaning when you construct your own handmade pair of snowshoes! The Conservation
Board is holding a snowshoe making class on Saturday, December 1 beginning at 1:00 p.m.
Three “Expedition” style snowshoes will be available to make. These include frames made out of
white ash, nylon lacings and bindings. The styles available are Ojibway, Huron and Bearpaw. Each
type has an advantage in different conditions, but all produce an exceptional quality product. The
material cost for any of these three styles is $170.
The new “Urban” style snowshoe offers a sleeker, lighter, and less costly option for making your
own shoes. The frames are made of aircraft-grade 6061-T6 aluminum. The traditional lacing
patterns are completed with nylon “TechDeck” materials and ratchet-style bindings are included.
Three sizes are available depending on user body weight. The material cost for the Urban
snowshoes is $95.
When completed, you will only need to varnish the snowshoes annually to keep them in shape for a
lifetime. The investment of time and money in the process produces a product that is a source of
pride as well as a long-time use.
The kits will need to be ordered by November 15.
Please call 712-295-7200 for more information or to reserve your spot in the class.

Bear Paw
Good for maneuvering in tight spaces

Huron
Good for large loads or heavy packs

Ojibway
Good for traveling in open spaces

“Urban” Style
Aluminum frames with quick
adjust bindings included

Check your mailing label to be sure the address is correct. Please let us know if any changes should be made.
Environmental Protection Agency: 712-336-1840
Conservation Officers: John Sells: 712-260-1019
Joe Yarkosky: 712-2460-1004
TIP (Turn In Poachers): 1-800-532-2020

The O’Brien County Conservation Board does not discriminate against anyone on the
basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin, age or handicap. If anyone believes that
he or she has been subjected to such a discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with either the O’Brien County Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Opportunity,
U.S. Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240
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Ag Partners - corn
Jon & Judy Bang - program supplies
Kurt Brown - Conservation Commission Certificates
Sue Cullers - butterfly net
Deidre Dau - signs
Margaret Dau - kitchen utensils
Mark Drefke - soybeans
Marla Erick - program supplies
Dudley McDowell - wooden fence posts
Sharon Roos - program supplies
Bob & Vickie Ruden - shop tools
Wendi Sickleka - markers
Security State Bank - Bison Stampede Sponsor
LeRoy Steffens - display supplies
Dave & Teresa Stoll - display supplies
Donald & Dotty Trost - canoe & program supplies
Volunteers for Events and Projects: J on & J udy
Bang, Sue Cullers, Darwin Dau, Margaret Dau, Derek
Elyea, Kirsten Elyea, Mary, Joshua & Molly Hicks,
Pastor & Rosemary Jalas, Darin Johnson, Caroline
Letzring, Mardi Letzring, Kathy Luedke, Bruce &
Georgeann Morrison, Doris Rausch, Dave & Teresa
Stoll, Janet Van Engen, Beth Wilson

Bricks at the Prairie Heritage Center:
Fern Reese

Wish List
Would you have any of these items to help
with the Prairie Heritage Center and
Conservation Board Programs?
* Stamp pads
* Plaster of Paris
* 10x magnification loupes
* Maps (to be used for display and for
crafts)
* Craft supplies such as hot glue
sticks, ribbon, felt, embroidery hoops,
dowels, etc’
The Conservation Board is also looking for a
disc (12-18 feet long). If you would
consider selling one at a discounted price,
please contact us.

Crosbie Wildlife & Nature Youth Center:
Jim Johnson - Outdoor Quest Donation
Mark’s Pump Sales & Service - Youth Pheasant Hunt
Donation
O’Brien County Pheasants Forever - Outdoor Quest
Donation
O’Brien County Sportsmen’s Club - Youth Pheasant
Hunt Donation
John & Ann Seda - Outdoor Quest Donation
Total Outdoorsmen of NW Iowa - benches
Mill Creek Playground Equipment Donations:
Del Walinga & Modern Woodmen Insurance
Quarterly Memorial Donations in Memory of:
Mary Knox
Theodore Letzring
Freeze Dryer Donations:
Jon & Judy Bang
Monetary Donations:
Leroy & Luella Liske
Doug Negus
Dave & Teresa Stoll
Dennis Wacker (Thrivent Choice Dollars)

Chickadee Checkoff
Since 1981, the Legislative
Assembly has provided a means
for taxpayers to help non-game
wildlife species. It helped to
begin the original Wildlife
Diversity Program and continues
to fund it today. The checkoff
provides Iowans an opportunity to donate a
self-designated portion of their tax refund or add
a donation amount to their outstanding tax bill.
Consider helping Iowa’s Wildlife Program this
tax season. You can donate on the contribution
line - usually around line 57 of Iowa’s 1040 long
form.
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National Bison Day
Saturday, November 3
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
with presentation at 2:00
Celebrate our national
mammal and an
icon of the
tallgrass prairie!

