Little Sioux
Wanderings

A newsletter from the Little Sioux
Valley Conservation Association and the
O’Brien County Conservation Board
Volume 21 Issue 1
Winter 2017

Construction work at Dog Creek will continue during the winter. Throughout the next few
months, the Conservation Board rangers and director will add to their normal off-season duties
by transforming the bins into finished camping cabins!
Much work has already taken place this fall. Insulation in the walls and ceiling have kept the
cabins snug even as temperatures begin to drop. Through an ingenious effort, the curved walls
were covered with flat sheetrock! This was a huge task. In both cabins, there were only four
pieces of sheetrock that were left uncut. The spiral staircases are now set in place in both of the
cabins.
A steady source of heat will soon be installed. The next steps in the process will include painting
the walls and ceiling, adding cabinetry, staining the floors and completing the finish work.
A media event is being planned which will update the public on the progress, and an open house
will be held in the spring to allow people to take a peek inside the cabins. It is expected that the
“CORN” and “BEAN” bins will be ready for use this summer.
Watch for more information to be released soon!

Honoring a Visionary
This past year, I had the honor of meeting and getting to know one of Iowa’s true
visionaries, Ted Crosbie. Ted was a world renowned researcher for Monsanto, a
decorated Iowa State University alumni, the Chief Technology Officer for the State of
Iowa under three different governors and more. He came briefly into my personal and
professional scope and made a profound impact in a short amount of time.
I first met Ted when our agency assisted with planting CRP on his family farm in 2015. Ted, then,
approached the board with the idea of creating a youth hunting area on his family’s land. Over
time, Ted developed a plan to honor his family roots and provide hunting opportunities for youth.
Unfortunately Ted’s dreams were halted as he unexpectedly passed away this past July. The board
has been working with the Crosbie family as a way to honor Ted and other members of his family.
The Crosbie family is teaming with the Conservation Board to manage the 160 acre property
originally purchased by Ted’s great, great grandfather. Love of the land and a will to conserve it
were passed down through the generations to family members. Ted’s vision was to honor all of his
family and his upbringing by instilling this passion for conservation in today’s youth.
The area has been placed into the CRP program with fields laid out in a manner which will be
conducive for optimal youth hunting experiences. Other elements of the project will include
hunting blinds on both upland and wetland areas and a 3D archery area. Existing buildings will be
used for storage, while potentially a new building could be constructed for hunter safety classes.
The project is intended to be a state-of-the-art endeavor begun by a man of vision dedicated to
providing hands-on experiences for future generations to enable them to learn about soils, wildlife
and nature.
The Conservation Board is honored to assist the Crosbie family as they fulfill Ted’s wishes and
provide a lasting legacy.

Terry Boltjes, Director
“The mission of this project is to provide an
area to educate young people on the
environmental biology and ethics of soil,
plant and wildlife use and preservation.”
Ted Crosbie
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A new exhibit is coming to the lower level at the Prairie Heritage Center.
“Living in Iowa” will tell the story of Iowa’s landscape - one of the most
changed landscapes in the world! Part of this exhibit will include pieces of the
Tallgrass Prairie Traveling Exhibit last seen at the Prairie Heritage Center in
2011. Other parts of the exhibit will be new to the scene. Learn about how the
landscape, plants, animals and people of Iowa have changed over the years.
The exhibit will be on display from mid-January through
June. Each month a special “Living in Iowa” program
will be presented to highlight an exhibit feature. Check
out the calendar of events on pages 4 and 5 to see some
of the topics. There will be a special guest speaker
coming in June who will provide the culminating event.
The exhibit will offer engaging opportunities for people
of all ages!
Bald Eagle season has arrived. As the weather turns cold to the north,
these majestic birds use our area as their winter retreat. We host a
couple of events each year as opportunities for people to take part in
observing these beautiful birds. The Winter Birding event on January 7
is an active adventure where we carpool along a survey route to count
eagles as part of a citizen science project. The annual Bald Eagle Watch
on March 4 is an event based at the Prairie Heritage Center which
allows visitors to experience eagle watching from the comfort of the
center. These aren’t the only opportunities to see eagles. Stop by on your own throughout the
winter. There are often eagles in view!
From ground breaking to celebrating 10 years of adventures …
it has been an amazing ride!
Thank you to all who have
assisted us with fundraising
this year. It is through your
generosity and involvement
that we have come this far.
You will be a key part of our
exciting future!

Hours: Wednesday - Friday - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday - 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Need information? See our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org
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Check out the list of Winter Library Programs on page 6 of this newsletter.
Also watch your local media for snowshoe opportunities should weather permit.
Saturday, January 7 beginning at 10:00 a.m. – Winter Birding - Prairie Heritage Center
Meet at the Prairie Heritage Center. We will carpool to nearby locations to bird and also to
drive the annual Bald Eagle Survey route. Bring a sack lunch to enjoy for a break.
Thursday, January 12 at 7:00 p.m. - Owl Prowl - Prairie Heritage Center
Learn about Iowa’s owls. Then, head outdoors to see if we can “talk” to these
nocturnal creatures.

Sunday, January 15 at 2:00 p.m. - FROZEN in Time - Prairie Heritage Center
This is the first program in the Living in Iowa series. It incorporates some glacial
goodies for people of all ages. Learn about the impacts glaciers made in our region
and about some of the colossal creatures that lived here at the time.
Thursday, January 26 at 6:30 p.m. - Spectacular Skies - Prairie Heritage Center
Enter the amazing portable planetarium - the STAR LAB - to experience the
wonder of the night sky. Learn about some of the spectacular things that you
can see from Earth.
Thursday, February 9 at 6:00 p.m. - W e_
_Animal Stories - Prairie Heritage Center
Bring the family to have some fun with our favorite animal stories. This has become
a fun Valentine tradition.
Sunday, February 12 at 2:00 p.m. - Science of Snow - Prairie Heritage Center
This family friendly program will feature the white stuff of winter. Perform
some experiments and also explore outdoors. Be prepared to be both
indoors and out!
Thursday, February 16 at 6:30 p.m. - People of the Land - Prairie Heritage Center
The next presentation in the Living in Iowa series focuses on the Native Peoples of Iowa. Learn about
some of the tribes that lived in our area, and also make a craft to take home.
Saturday, March 4 from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. – Bald Eagle Day - Prairie Heritage Center
You won’t want to miss this annual festival! Enjoy watching eagles from the comfort of the
center. There will be a special presentation by Ty Smedes featuring his latest book
“Iowa’s Wild Beauty” at 2:00 p.m.
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Tuesday, March 14 at 6:30 p.m. - Bird House Basics - Prairie Heritage Center
Learn some information about different types of bird houses to prepare for your yard.
Make a bird house to take home with you.
Sunday, March 26 at 2:00 p.m. - Pollinator Plantings - Prairie Heritage Center
Put those gardening catalogues to work after learning more about pollinator preferences.
This program is a great way to welcome spring back to Iowa!
Tuesday, April 4 at 6:30 p.m. - W hat’s the Scoop on Dirt? - Prairie Heritage Center
The soil beneath our feet is the next topic in the Living in Iowa series. You will
walk away from this program with a new perspective on what you stand on!
Sunday, April 9 at 2:00 p.m. - Pasque Flower W alk - Waterman Prairie South
Join in the annual search for the first wildflower of Spring! Wear sturdy shoes and be prepared
to walk on steep surfaces. The view will be worth the hike!
Thursday, April 13 at 5:00 p.m. - Extraordinary Easter Egg Hunt - Dog Creek Park
Meet in the South Campground for the annual GPS version of an old favorite!
Sunday, April 23 at 2:00 p.m. - Iowa’s Conservation Heroes - Prairie Heritage Center
Celebrate “Earth Day” with a look at some of the amazing conservationists who
lived in Iowa. This program will be part of the “Living in Iowa” series.

Keep an eye out for a baby bison as you drive past the center in the spring!

5

Winter Library Conservation Series
Each winter the Conservation Board teams with local libraries to bring special programming to the communities in
O’Brien County. Check out this list of events and make plans to attend at your local library. All programs are
suitable for participants of any age. They last approximately 45 minutes with time for questions afterwards.
JANUARY – Living in Iowa
Iowa is one of the most changed landscapes in the nation. This program will take a look through the lens of
time at how the plants, animals, people and land of our state have transformed through the years. What will
the future hold? That is up to YOU! This presentation will provide an introduction for a temporary exhibit
by the same name in the lower level of the Prairie Heritage Center on display through June.
Thursday, January 5 at 2:00 p.m. - Paullina Library
Monday, January 9 at 4:00 p.m. - Sutherland Library
Monday, January 9 at 6:30 p.m. - Sheldon Library
Thursday, January 12 at 2:00 p.m. - Sanborn Library
Tuesday, January 24 at 6:30 p.m. - Archer Library
Wednesday, January 25 at 3:00 p.m. - Hartley Library
Thursday, January 26 at 2:00 p.m. - Primghar Library
FEBRUARY – Biomusic: The Sounds of Nature
What’s that sound? It’s the sound of nature! Biomusic is a growing scientific field which explores the
music of nature and the nature of music. Get ready to hear things from a perspective that you may never
have thought of before! Explore the diversity of our natural world through music. There will be plenty of
hands-on activities to get you thinking about the physics of sound as well. This presentation is sure to get
you engaged in noise on a wintery February day!
Thursday, February 2 at 2:00 p.m. - Paullina Library
Thursday, February 9 at 2:00 p.m. - Sanborn Library
Monday, February 13 at 4:00 p.m. - Sutherland Library
Monday, February 13 at 6:30 p.m. - Sheldon Library
Tuesday, February 21 at 6:30 p.m. - Archer Library
Wednesday, February 22 at 3:00 p.m. - Hartley Library
Thursday, February 23 at 2:00 p.m. - Primghar Library
MARCH – Architectural Wonders
On the land, in the water or in the air – animals create amazing architectural displays! This demonstration
will wow you with some of the structures that are built. A portion of the presentation will also explain how
you can help to provide homes and building materials for creatures that you may want to attract to your
backyard. All of these examples will get participants in the mood for spring projects of their own!
Thursday, March 2 at 2:00 p.m. - Paullina Library
Monday, March 13 at 4:00 p.m. - Sutherland Library
Monday, March 13 at 6:30 p.m. - Sheldon Library
Thursday, March 16 at 2:00 p.m. - Sanborn Library
Tuesday, March 21 at 6:30 p.m. - Archer Library
Wednesday, March 22 at 3:00 p.m. - Hartley Library
Thursday, March 23 at 2:00 p.m. - Primghar Library

6

Apple Cores & Owls
What do apple cores and owls have in common?
Quite a bit when you consider it.
We’ve all probably done it a time or two. You are driving along finishing a quick snack of an apple or
banana. What do you do with the remains? You think - this will degrade easily outdoors; I’ll just toss
this out of the window.
That’s when the trouble begins. The fruit remnants lie on the side of the road and attract small rodents to
the feast. This, in turn, attracts predators. In this case, it may potentially be an owl. When an owl
swoops down to feed on the prey, the bird risks getting hit by a vehicle. Sometimes the great wingspan is
too large to avoid collision. Other times, the bird is so focused on the food that it totally disregards the
danger of oncoming traffic.

What can you do? The most important thing to remember is to take all trash - litter and biodegradable
items - home with you and dispose of it properly. This very simple step can greatly reduce raptor
injuries!
If you do see a raptor which was hit on the road, there are several steps to take. Many times, if having
just collided with the vehicle, the bird may simply be stunned. If it is in the middle of the road and you
can move it safely to the side, do so and allow it time to recover (10-30 minutes). It may fly off with just
a bit of wounded pride and an empty stomach. Any bird that has sustained a serious injury with a
concussion or broken bone will need human intervention to survive. At this point, you may need to
contact a wildlife rehabilitator for guidance or advice.

When Birds Become Bird Food
Backyard bird feeders are the joy of many homeowners. But, sometimes, the birds that are attracted may be a bit
bigger than expected! Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s hawks are two predators that are becoming more regular at
bird feeders nationwide. Both of these raptors are ideally suited to prey on seed eaters visiting feeders. They are
superb aerialists with long tails and short round wings which are ideal for quick maneuvers through woodlands
and backyards.
There is no evidence that the increase in these hunters is affecting overall backyard bird species numbers. Feeder
birds such as sparrows, juncos, and others species are doing fine, and a chance to witness these natural interactions
is an amazing spectacle.
However, if seeing your favorite feeder birds turn into lunch is upsetting, there are some steps which you can take
to protect your backyard prey from predators.
 Create cover by planting native trees and shrubs near feeders. You could also build a small brush pile no more
than 20 feet from the feeder as a place to escape.
 Prevent window collisions by placing window decals on reflective windows or doors. A small bird may hit the
window while trying to escape and become easy pickings for the raptor.
 Cover up the feeders with a tarp or umbrella. Hawks are often attracted by the sight of prey activity. Keeping
the feeder customers out of view can protect them.
 Avoid ground feeding. Birds that are eating on the ground are especially
vulnerable to attack and have the most difficulty escaping.
 Add a wire cage around the feeders to keep larger birds from getting near
the feeders.
 If despite all of your measures, hawks are still preying on the birds at
your feeder, close down for a week or so. The hawks will go elsewhere.
Alternatively, you can accept that raptors are part of the natural
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ecosystem and deserve to eat too.
Either way - enjoy the birds at your feeder this winter!

Scholarship Opportunity
Do you know of a youth seeking a career in the
conservation or wildlife field? The Jim McDonnell
family is offering a $500 scholarship in Jim’s
memory. These funds are offered to high school
seniors. The award is paid directly to the college
during the second year of study. The deadline for the
application is March 15. More application details can
be found from the guidance counselor at local high
schools or by contacting Terry Thompson at
712-260-3382.

Swan Story

Trumpeter swans historically nested in Iowa until they
were extirpated from the state in 1883. A restoration
program was begun by the Iowa DNR in 1994.
For years, Trumpeter Swan releases were part of the
annual Wings and Wetlands festival hosted by six
counties in Northwest Iowa.

Thrivent Choice Dollars
We are pleased to announce that the Little Sioux Valley
Conservation Association is part of Thrivent Financial’s
Thrivent Choice program. We are new to this program and
have already benefitted by nearly $500 through the
generosity of Thrivent members.

In O’Brien County, the first release was held at the
Negus area in 2008. For several years, swan pairs were
released at Bruegmann area, near Hartley, and then at
Waterman Prairie South, near Sutherland.

Since 2012, our county has been home to a pair of wild
nesting swans. These birds have mostly used the
Waterman Prairie South site as their nest location. On a
couple of occasions, other area ponds have been chosen.
Generally, the pair raise between five and seven young.

By directing Choice Dollars, eligible Thrivent members can
recommend which nonprofit organizations they feel should This year the swans used the Negus Area pond as their
nest site and raised five cygnets. Throughout the late
receive charitable funding through Thrivent.
summer and into the fall, the family group could be seen
flying through the valley from feeding areas to
If you have Choice Dollars available to direct, please
consider directing to the Little Sioux Valley Conservation wetlands. Seven giant birds with wingspans of over
Association. The funds that have been received so far will seven feet make quite a sight as they fly in formation.
be used to match the O’Brien County Community
Foundation grant for bison signage. Future money received
through this program will be used to expand exhibits both
indoors and outdoors at the Prairie Heritage Center.
To learn more about Thrivent Choice, visit Thrivent
Choice.com/thriventchoice.
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Seeing the Forest and the Trees
Trees, as an important feature in our landscape, are not all “equal.”
Each of us probably has a favorite tree - the one that is iconic in our
minds, the one the sun rises through each morning, or the place that we
liked to play as a child.
A mature old tree may be on the list of many people’s favorites. This
tree may stand like a sentinel on the bluff and could be used as a
landmark. Mature trees are very important in the ecosystem and should
be protected as they provide shade, shelter and food for many living creatures. In many communities and
farms across the state, these old trees are coming to the end of their lives and are beginning to die back. In
order to continue to enjoy the benefits of mature trees, it is important to be ready to plant high quality
native trees as a replacement for those being lost.
Yet, even as those old trees die back, they are an important part of a healthy ecosystem. A snag, or a
standing dead tree, may not be on people’s list of favorites; but it could be! According to the National
Wildlife Federation, dead wood provides vital habitat for over ONE THOUSAND species of wildlife
across the nation! So before you head out into the woodlot to begin “cleaning up” or “improving” the
forest, you may want to consider the benefits of a snag.
Looking at birds alone, there are at least 85 documented species of cavity
nesters in North America. Most are insect eaters and are categorized as
“primary excavators.” These may include woodpeckers and other species
which make holes. “Secondary cavity users” move in after the work is done
and can include owls, bluebirds and others. Beyond birds, there are more
than 20 other wildlife species that utilize these woody condos including bats,
raccoons, opossums, squirrels and others. There are also reptiles, amphibians
and insects that have an affinity for snags. With these new things to look for,
a standing dead tree may now become one of your favorites!
As you make a plan for your yard or woodlot, consider the benefits of mature
trees and snags while also preparing to plant new stock for the future.

Ice Safety

The winter season is here, and with it comes many opportunities for outdoor activities on the ice. It is
vital to remember some important safety tips and guidelines.
The first rule to remember is: ICE IS NEVER 100% SAFE!!!

This diagram shows safety guidelines for new
clear ice. If the ice is white or snow-covered,
double the thickness recommendations.
Other tips include:
 Carry two large nails to use as ice picks if you
should fall through.
 Always have a partner while on the ice.
 Avoid pressure ridges and areas of current
flow.
 Warn children about the dangers of thin ice.
 Don’t drive on the ice at night.
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Don’t Miss It - The Great American Eclipse
On August 21, 2017, millions of people across the United States will see
nature’s most wondrous spectacle – a total eclipse of the sun. It is a scene of
unimaginable beauty; the Moon completely blocks the sun, daytime becomes a
deep twilight and the Sun’s corona shimmers in the darkened sky.
In O’Brien County, we will see over 92% coverage. In order to help people
prepare to take part in this rare event, the Conservation Board will be offering a
variety of programs throughout the summer. The eclipse will be a featured
topic in summer library programs, a summer day camp
theme, and the topic of public events. Participants will learn how to view the
sun safely, what to expect during the eclipse, and how best to take advantage
of the various viewing options on August 21.
Watch for more information about conservation board events coming in the
summer. In the meantime, checkout this web site to learn more:
https://www.greatamericaneclipse.com/

Trusting the Formula
More than a decade ago, a diverse group of people began work to protect
Iowa’s precious natural resources through the development of a formula
which would become the Natural Resource and Outdoor Recreation Trust
Fund. When the state legislature approves a sales tax increase, 3/8 of one
cent of sales tax will protect Iowa’s natural resources and the economy. The
Trust Fund formula outlines how the increased dollars will be spent.
The Natural Resource funds will, in part ,help to manage, restore and
create Iowa’s public recreations and hunting lands. Outdoor recreation
accounts for more than $6.1 billion in consumer spending annually.
The Soil Conservation and Water Protection funds will allow Iowans
to implement conservation practices on their lands which are vital to
the health of Iowa’s soils.
Watershed funding will aid in protecting and restoring wetlands which
will improve water quality and prevent flooding.

To learn more about the other funding areas and to pledge your
support, visit www.iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org.
Check your mailing label to be sure the address is correct. Please let us know if any changes should be made.
If you would like to receive the Little Sioux Wanderings free of charge, please send your name and physical or
email address to Naturalist, 4931 Yellow Ave, Peterson IA 51047. The newsletter is also available via email.
See our web site at www.prairieheritagecenter.org to check out the newsletter or subscribe via email.
Environmental Protection Agency: 712-336-1840
Conservation Officers: John Sells: 712-260-1019
Joe Yarkosky: 712-2460-1004
TIP (Turn In Poachers): 1-800-532-2020

The O’Brien County Conservation Board does not discriminate against anyone on the
basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin, age or handicap. If anyone believes that
he or she has been subjected to such a discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with either the O’Brien County Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Opportunity,
U.S. Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240
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Following are additional donors who responded
to our 10th Anniversary Fundraising Appeal:
Susie Allgood, Jon & Judy Bang, Bogenrief Inc.,
Royd & Barbara Chambers, Frank & Sally
DeKok, Maxine Ewoldt, Lyle & Kathy Luedke,
O’Brien County Soil & Water Conservation
District, Tom & Phyllis Powers, Mark & Sue
Schulz, Doug & Deb Sickleka, Lamont &
Dorothy Wegner
We are so grateful for the support that we
received in various ways throughout our 10th
anniversary year. It is through the generosity of
people like you that we have come so far in ten
years, and it is through your support that we will
continue to do great things in the future!

Nick Axdahl Family - Memorial Bench at Mill Creek
Jon & Judy Bang - Mountain Lion pelt
Sue Cullers - Yarn
Matthew & Luke Dagel - Apples for Fall Fest
Marla Erick - Program Supplies
Alvern Felten - Archaeological Items
Kim Hettinger - Split Rail Fence
Michael McClaren - Gourds
Brad & Nancy Miller - Historical Items
O’Brien County Soil & Water Conservation District Wolf and Other Pelts
Corbin Puhrman - Apples for Fall Fest
Arlene Roemmich - Yarn
Larry & Barbara Sangl - Fossils
Russell Steinkamp Family - Memorial Bench at Mill Creek
Dorothy Wegner - Yarn
Holiday Decorations:
Margaret Dau, Kathy Luedke, Deidre Welch

Chickadee Checkoff
or the
Fish/Wildlife Fund
Since 1981, the Legislative
Assembly has provided a
means for taxpayers to help
non-game wildlife species. It helped to begin the
original Wildlife Diversity Program and
continues to fund it today. The checkoff
provides Iowans a opportunity to donate a
self-designated portion of their tax refund or add
a donation amount to their outstanding tax bill.
Some of the projects funded by the donation
include full-time staff members in the Wildlife
Diversity Program; restoration of previously lost
Iowa wildlife such as Trumpeter Swans and
Ospreys; educational opportunities such as Bald
Eagle Days and Pelican Fest; designation of Bird
Conservation Areas; research projects on birds,
butterflies, bobcats and other animals; population
studies; technical assistance for land managers,
and many other things.

Volunteers for Events and Projects: Sue Culler s,
Margaret Dau, Duane & Rosemary Jalas, Theodore &
Caroline Letzring, Kathy Luedke, Lesa Manning, Dorothy
Wegner
Brick at Mill Creek Park:
Rhonda Nelson
Quarterly Memorial Donations in Memory of:
Wanda Buck, Ed Horstman, Earl Muilenburg
For Bison Signage:
In Memory of Earl Muilenburg

Wish List

Would you have any of these items to help
with the Prairie Heritage Center and
Conservation Board Programs?
* Old Barn Wood in good condition
* Plastic storage tubs of all sizes
* Outlet safety covers
* Craft foam, ribbon, felt
* Markers

You can donate on the contribution line - usually
around line 57 of Iowa’s 1040 long form.
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Plan to Attend!
Bald Eagle Watch
Saturday March 4
From 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.
Ty Smedes to present
Iowa’s Wild Beauty
at 2:00 p.m.

