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The Prairie Heritage Center Turns TEN in 2016!
We’ve come a LONG way! On November 28, 2006, the Prairie Heritage
Center opened its doors to the public. To get to that point, the planning,
fundraising and construction took nearly a decade beginning around 1997.
As we enter the year 2016, the center has now been open for ten years!
What an amazing process it has been! We certainly could never have done
it without the support of so many of you!
Feasibility studies on location were conducted in 2001. Land was purchased,
and the journey began. A Community Attraction and Tourism Grant, received
in 2005, set the stage for the center’s construction. The ground breaking was
held on August 23, 2005. Many hands helped with construction from the core
of volunteers who assisted with unloading predesigned materials to the local
contractors constructing the building and developing displays to the willing
people who helped plant prairie flowers. Our center has
had community involvement from the very beginning.
Bison arrived on site in the first spring and have been year-round residents since
2008. They have provided hours of enjoyment and education for visitors and
staff. The bison have become the icon of the Prairie Heritage Center.
Through the years, many projects have been completed with your help. Displays
have been developed both for long term use as well as temporary and traveling exhibits. An observation
platform was constructed in 2010. A storage shed with picnic shelter was a huge boost to our facility
both for its storage capacity as well as use in educational programming. This addition occurred in 2011.
The covered wagon exterior display was developed using a O’Brien County Community Foundation
Grant in 2012. In 2013, a grant was received for improvements to the boat ramp onto the Little Sioux
River. Much local support as well as a Resource Enhancement and Protection Grant in 2014 allowed the
purchase of 134 additional acres of prairie adjacent to the Prairie Heritage Center.
See pages 8 & 9 of the newsletter for ways to help us celebrate this achievement and plan for the future!

Patience!
The wheels of government turn very slowly at times! This
past spring, the O’Brien County Conservation Board received
grant funding to build two 12-person bin shaped cabins on
Dog Creek South. The summer passed by with only the
minimal work of the removal of the warming and tow sheds
to show progress.
Behind the scenes work can include archaeological surveys,
reports, much paperwork and waiting. No governmental
project can progress as quickly as we would wish.
Our board and staff are ready to proceed with the next steps. Designs have been submitted
to the engineer. Utility installation is ready to progress. As soon as the paperwork has been
competed, this project is ready to begin. We are hoping to complete construction sometime
in 2016.
Over the years, projects have seemed to take more
time and red-tape to complete. The boat ramp onto
the Little Sioux River in 2013 and the acquisition of
the Waterman Wildlife Addition in 2014 are
examples of excellent projects that have gone slowly
due to bureaucratic process. We want you to know
that the Conservation Board will continue to strive
to do great things for the citizens of O’Brien County
and the visitors that use our areas.
Great things take time!
Thank you for your patience.

Terry Boltjes, Director
O’Brien County Conservation Board - (712) 295-7200
occb@iowatelecom.net
Board Members
Staff

Sherri Bootsma, Royd Chambers
Darwin Dau, Kathy Luedke
Jack Wallinga
Meets 2nd Wednesday of each month.
Visit our website at:
www.prairieheritagecenter.org

Terry Boltjes, Director
Brian Schimmer, Park Ranger
Ryan List, Park Ranger
Andrew Kathman, Park Ranger
Charlene Elyea, Naturalist
Brenda Dodge, Administrative Assistant
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Thanks to YOUR support the parking lot and cul-de-sac at the Prairie Heritage Center has taken on
a whole new look! The landscaping brick around the prairie planting in the cul-de-sac was
completed just before the Bison Burger Picnic. The wide edge provides a wonderful place for
visitors to rest while enjoying the prairie flowers. The paving project was completed in October.
Having a smooth, safe surface has made the building more user-friendly for those with mobility
issues. These projects were completed with YOUR donations as well as an O’Brien County
Community Foundation grant.
The Prairie Heritage Center is located along the Glacial Trail Scenic Byway - one
of eleven byways in the state. Recent funding through the REAP-Conservation
Education Program and the NRCS-Conservation Innovations Program has
allowed for the installation of two signs informing travelers about conservation
issues along the byway. A sign explaining patch-burn grazing is located at the
Prairie Heritage Center, and a sign talking about cedar tree removal is located
just into Cherokee County along County Road M12. Stop
by to read more about these prairie maintenance practices.
A ribbon cutting event for this project was held on
December 17.
Bald Eagle season is here! We have been seeing many Bald Eagles moving
both in the Little Sioux River and Waterman Creek valleys as well as
throughout the region. The Prairie Heritage Center is an excellent place to
view the majestic birds throughout the winter season. Roadkill deer are
brought to a feeding area near the center so that you can enjoy the view from
the climate controlled rotunda! Remember to mark your calendar to reserve
March 5, 2016 for Bald Eagle Day at the Prairie Heritage Center.

Hours: Wednesday - Friday - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday - 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Need information? See our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
From the O’Brien County Conservation Board and Staff!!
Watch for snowshoe opportunities. These will be announced throughout
the winter on Facebook and through the local media when conditions allow.
Tuesday, December 29 at 2:00 p.m. - Going on an Elf Hunt – Mill Creek Park
Meet at the lodge to learn about GPS equipment. Then, head out on an
adventure through the park to track down these elusive Christmas creatures.
Be sure to mark your calendars for Conservation Programming
at your local library during the winter season See the list on page 6 of this newsletter.
Saturday, January 9 from 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. - Bald Eagle Survey Day Prairie Heritage Center
Learn a bit about the history of Bald Eagles in Iowa and citizen science projects. Then,
carpool along the Little Sioux River counting the raptors as part of the annual Bald
Eagle Survey.
Tuesday, January 19 at 6:30 p.m. - Super Star Planetarium - Prairie Heritage Center
Enjoy this virtual trip through space! Check out constellation patterns, planets, the sun and more!
Sunday, January 24 at 2:00 p.m. - Marvelous Moon –Prairie Heritage Center
The first of the “Earth, Moon and Stars” series focuses on our nearby neighbor - the MOON.
This family friendly program will provide hands-on fun and interesting information.

Tuesday, February 9 at 7:00 p.m. - W ho’s Who in the Sky - Prairie Heritage Center
This “Earth, Moon and Stars” presentation will dig deep and far into the stories in the stars.
Learn some legends … and make your own!
Sunday, February 14 at 2:00 p.m. - W e LOVE W inter! - Prairie Heritage Center
Spend a bit of Valentine’s Day loving the season of WINTER! This family friendly program
will focus on snow and winter survival.
Tuesday, February 16 at 6:30 p.m. - Our Magnetic Neighbor - Prairie Heritage Center
Learn some HOT facts about the center of our solar system in this installment of the
“Earth, Moon and Stars” series.
Monday, February 29 at 6:30 p.m. - W ho Hops!!! – Prairie Heritage Center
Celebrate LEAP day with a little silly fun from the natural world. Find out who
hops, leaps and jumps and how well you can stack up to their feats!
Saturday, March 5 from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 - Bald Eagle Day - Prairie Heritage Center
Make plans to stop out for the annual eagle day festivities.
Thursday, March 17 at 6:30 p.m. - Earth Treasure Trove - Prairie Heritage Center
Uncover some treasures from the earth. This “Earth, Moon and Stars” program
will focus on geology. Learn about rocks, minerals and gems.
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Saturday, March 19 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. - Butterfly Survey Training- Prairie Heritage Center
Learn more about this citizen science project to collect butterfly data from across the state of Iowa.
See the article on page 7 of this newsletter for more information.
Thursday, March 24 at 5:00 p.m. - Different K ind of Egg Hunt - Mill Creek Park
Meet at the lodge by the lake for some brief instructions. Then, head out on the trail for this
technological egg hunt.
Monday, March 28 at 1:00 p.m. - Color the W ind - Dog Creek Park
Meet at the picnic cabana by the beach. Participants will make a kite to take home
and also have a chance to fly it!
Sunday, April 10 at 2:00 p.m. - Pasque Flower W alk - Waterman Prairie South
Walk the prairie in search of the first wildflower of spring. It’s not that far away!

Earth, Moon and Stars
A new temporary exhibit will soon be on display in the lower
level at the Prairie Heritage Center! This exhibit is designed
for every age group. Learn about our nearest star - the sun and all of the celestial bodies orbiting it. Also included in the
display will be some interesting treasures from the earth
including fossils and rocks.
The exhibits will feature hands-on activities and experiment stations. Colorful
information panels will surprise you with fast facts and point you to resources
from which you can dig deeper. A special area will focus on preschool age
astronomers. Little ones can take walk on a lunar landscape, experiment with
shadow length, try their hand at making craters and much more!
Many of us observe the moon phases each month, yet few stop to think about the
process! Sorting moon phases and learning more about our nearest neighbor will
be eye-opening for all ages.
The exhibit will be at the center from late December through May. There will be
plenty of time to explore outer space from the comfort of the Prairie Heritage
Center!
Special programs will be offered while the exhibit is on display to cover some of the topics.
Make plans to explore the universe in the portable planetarium in January. Other programs in the
series include our Marvelous Moon, Who’s Who in the Sky, Our Magnetic Neighbor, the Sun,
Earth Treasure Trove, and Fantastic Fossils.
Make plans to visit the Earth, Moon and Stars Exhibit.
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Winter Conservation
Library Series
The O’Brien County Conservation Board is pleased to partner with our local libraries to bring environmental
education topics to YOUR backyard during the winter months. Enjoy the diversity in this year’s topics.
JANUARY – What’s UP?!
This program will focus on all sorts of things in the sky. Here’s your chance to learn about things of the
night – like the moon and stars. Maybe you prefer the day. Learn some hot facts about the sun. You can
even pick up a few tidbits about our celestial neighbors such as
planets, meteors, comets, asteroids and more. This presentation
will provide a great warm up to a portable planetarium event to be
held at the Prairie Heritage Center later in January!
 Monday, January 4 at 6:30 p.m. at the Sheldon Library
 Monday, January 11 at 4:30 p.m. at the Sutherland Library
 Wednesday, January 13 at 3:00 p.m. at the Hartley Library
 Thursday, January 14 at 2:00 p.m. at the Sanborn Library
 Thursday, January 21 at 2:00 p.m. at the Primghar Library
 Wednesday, January 27 at 2:00 p.m. at the Paullina Library
FEBRUARY – Power of Pollinators
Pollinators around the globe are in trouble. If they struggle, so
does our food supply. You have the opportunity for change
right in your own backyard. Learn how a few changes to your
garden can make a big difference for pollinators. Also included
in this program is a chance to learn more about an exciting
citizen science project starting in Iowa which focuses on
butterflies. This presentation is sure to bring a hint of spring to
a February day!







Monday, February 1 at 6:30 p.m. at the Sheldon Library
Monday, February 8 at 4:30 p.m. at the Sutherland Library
Wednesday, February 10 at 3:00 p.m. at the Hartley Library
Thursday, February 11 at 2:00 p.m. at the Sanborn Library
Tuesday, February 23 at 2:00 p.m. at the Paullina Library
Thursday, February 25 at 2:00 p.m. at the Primghar Library

MARCH – Stranger Than Fiction
Get ready for some REALLY wild facts! This fast paced program will
blow you away with some strange but true tales about animals and
plants from near and far. Did you know that hummingbirds can fight
to the death with their beaks? How about the prairie skink (found in
our county) which leaves behind its tail when in danger? This
presentation will provide you with plenty of ammunition to amaze
your friends!
 Thursday, March 3 at 2:00 p.m. at the Sanborn Library
 Monday, March 7 at 6:30 p.m. at the Sheldon Library
 Monday, March 14 at 4:30 p.m. at the Sutherland Library
 Tuesday, March 22 at 2:00 p.m. at the Paullina Library
 Wednesday, March 23 at 3:00 p.m. at the Hartley Library
 Thursday, March 24 at 2:00 p.m. at the Primghar Library
All programs are open to all ages and last approximately 45 minutes with time for questions afterwards.
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Iowa Butterfly Survey Network
Butterflies - those beautiful and iconic insects of summer - are at risk.
Of the 100 or so breeding species in Iowa, nearly one half of them are
found in only a dozen places in the state. Prairie species are becoming
even more rare. But, these creatures are not just objects of beauty.
Without butterfly interactions some of the plants - and the animals that
they support - also struggle for survival. Butterfly conservation is an
issue not only in Iowa but also worldwide. Habitat preservation and
management is key to their long range survival.
In order to have a better understanding of issues facing butterflies in our state, a survey of the
current status of these insects is a priority. This is where YOU as a citizen scientist can help!
The Iowa Butterfly Survey Network is a citizen science project based out of Reiman Gardens at
Iowa State University. The ultimate goal of the program is to educate Iowans about butterflies
while at the same time encouraging people to take an active role in conservation.
The O’Brien County Conservation Board is holding a training session for all citizens interested in
helping with this project. You don’t need to be a butterfly expert! The training will provide the
background and survey techniques necessary to become a volunteer butterfly monitor if you should
choose to do so.
After the training, volunteer monitors are invited to collect butterfly data on a survey route of their
own choosing. The monitor is encouraged to walk the route a minimum of six times throughout the
summer season and enter the data in an on-line database. Support will be available as monitors
collect data for this project.

The Iowa Butterfly Survey Network is a part of a regional and national network of state initiatives
and also contributes its results to a national database. Consider being a part of this important
project. Contact the Conservation Board office if you would like more details.

Support the Regal Fritillary As
Iowa’s Official State Butterfly
After a review of all the species in state, the Regal Frittilary is ideal
because it is a native species which is found statewide. It is
common to Iowa prairies and is listed as a species of concern in Iowa.
This butterfly has a unique life cycle in which the female lays eggs in the tallgrass prairie near their
host plant, a violet. The violet has already died back for winter and is found only via a chemical
compound left in the soil. The eggs hatch in late fall. The first instar caterpillar eats the remains of
its egg shell but nothing else until spring. In early spring, the caterpillar eats the violet leaves and
goes through six instar stages. The caterpillar then molts into a pupae where it stays for 15 days.
Adults emerge in early summer. After mating, females go into summer dormancy until fall when
they lay their eggs.
You can support the choice of this species as Iowa’s official state butterfly by contacting your local
legislator.
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The PRAIRIE HERITAGE CENTER
celebrates 10 YEARS!!

2006 - 2016

Join in a Year of Celebration!
The Little Sioux Valley Conservation Association along with the O’Brien County
Conservation Board are excited to engage our supporters in a year long celebration of the ten
year anniversary of the Prairie Heritage Center’s opening.
Here are a few of the highlights from those years include:

2005 - Groundbreaking for the Center

2006 - Construction and Grand Opening

2007 - Bison Released into Pasture

2008 - Indoor Archery Range

2009 - Bison Statue

2010 - Observation Platform

2011 - Storage Shed Construction

2012 - Covered Wagon Display

2013 - Boat Ramp onto Little Sioux
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2014 - Waterman Wildlife Addition

2015 - Landscaping and Paving

All of these projects and more have been completed with your support! We are so grateful!
As we proceed into the next decade, we have plans to continue to do great things! Some of the
potential ideas include a walking bridge over the Little Sioux River, an outdoor playscape, trail
development, additional external and internal displays, and continued outreach and programming.
We are planning a series of events for 2016 which will include celebration as well as fundraising opportunities for the future. Coming this summer will be a Pennies for the Prairie Carnival
for the whole family to enjoy, a Poker Run of area attractions, and a Bison Stampede Trail Run
on the trails around the center. We will also be beginning a donation request fund drive.
Watch for a letter in your mailbox as well as an online giving opportunity. Your donations
will help us with grant match funding for future innovative projects.
Make plans to visit the center often throughout the coming year. There will be a remembrance
wall to which you can add your memories. There will also be several raffle opportunities offered for things such as a Prairie Heritage Center quilt and chainsaw art. Celebrate with the
Prairie Heritage Center all year long.
Help us make the next decade as fantastic as the first!

Unusual Creatures Spotted in
Northwest Iowa
In the last couple of months, both a moose and a potential wolf have been spotted in Northwest Iowa. The
moose traveled through our area in late October while the canine was accidentally shot in December.
Both of these creatures are examples of young animals on the move in search of territory. Habitat is scarce; so
it is most often the young males who are pushed to find a new home range.
Moose are generally found in the far northern parts of Minnesota and into Canada. They tend to live in places
with cooler temperatures and more wetlands. There has been a drastic decline in the number of moose in
Minnesota since 2010. This young animal may have been searching for territory or may have been affected by
a parasite in the brain which causes wandering. It was last seen in Shelby County, Iowa.
The wolf could have been on the move from Minnesota or Wisconsin. Those states are home to large packs of
animals especially around the Great Lakes. These canines can travel more than 500 miles to establish new
territory.
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On the Way to Recovery
This fall after nine years and over 300 hours of
volunteer service at the Prairie Heritage Center, our
faithful volunteers Fred and Lucile Tanner from
Hartley have stepped away from this role.
In addition to offering a warm and welcome
greeting to weekend visitors at the center, the
couple did much more! Fred pointed the way to
parking spots at the Bison Burger events, while
Lucile served beverages at these events. Fred also
provided some master carpentry as most of the
tables and benches at the Prairie Heritage Center
were constructed by him.
We appreciate all the hard work and many hours of
dedicated service that this couple has offered to the
O’Brien County Conservation Board and the Prairie
Heritage Center.

THANK YOU, Fred and Lucile
for your service!

In mid-September the O’Brien County
Sheriff’s office was contacted by one of the
Osceola County Sheriff deputies. A young
bald eagle had been reported injured on a farm
near Ashton.
A late night recovery of a four year old male
eagle was made. The young bird had a bruised
right wing and was a bit thin. It was suspected
that he had been in a collision with a car.
The eagle was transported to a temporary
shelter in Lake Park. Within a few days, the
bird was transported to the SOAR (Saving Our
Avian Resources) Center near Dedham, Iowa.
After about three months of care, the young
eagle is ready to take to the skies again. The
raptor will be released in O’Brien County in
the near future.
Would you like to learn more about raptor
rehabilitation, education and research in Iowa?
Check out the SOAR website at
www.soarraptors.org.

Check your mailing label to be sure the address is correct. Please let us know if any changes should be made.
If you would like to receive the Little Sioux Wanderings free of charge, please send your name and physical or
email address to Naturalist, 4931 Yellow Ave, Peterson IA 51047. The newsletter is also available via email.
See our web site at www.prairieheritagecenter.org to check out the newsletter or subscribe via email.
Environmental Protection Agency: 712-336-1840
Conservation Officers: John Sells: 712-260-1019
Chris Subbert: 712-240-6662
TIP (Turn In Poachers): 1-800-532-2020

The O’Brien County Conservation Board does not discriminate against anyone on the
basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin, age or handicap. If anyone believes that
he or she has been subjected to such a discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with either the O’Brien County Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Opportunity,
U.S. Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240
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Chickadee Checkoff
Since 1982, when the Iowa legislature created the
Fish and Wildlife Fund Tax Check-off, Iowans have
been able to bring a little wildness into the tax
season. The Fish and Wildlife Tax Check-off,
affectionately called the Chickadee Check-off was
created to allow people to make a charitable donation
to wildlife conservation in Iowa out of their tax
refunds or by tacking a few dollars on to any taxes
owed. When filling out the state income tax form,
just look for the contribution line (usually
somewhere between lines 55-60) and write in any
dollar amount next to Fish/Wildlife.
All the money contributed through the Chickadee
Check-off helps support the Wildlife Diversity
Program at the Iowa DNR. This program has
statewide responsibility for all the wildlife that can’t
be hunted, fished or trapped from Peregrine Falcons
to Poweshiek Skipperling butterflies. You can learn
more about the program on their website:
www.iowadnr.gov/wildlifediversity.
Please consider donating to the Chickadee Check-off
this tax season and supporting wildlife conservation
in Iowa!

Mark Bohner - program supplies
Page, Matthew & Luke Dagel - apples for Fall Fest
Marla Erick - program supplies
Don & Sue Goettsch - pumpkins
Donna Hicks - turtle skeleton
Duane & Lucile Kent - pumpkins
Beulah Pingle - farming photographs
Paul Rohwer Family - rocks and fossil
Larry and Barbara Sangle- rocks and fossils
Wendy Van Briesen Koch - fabric
Blake Seivert - apples for Fall Fest
Don & Janet Shinkle - program supplies
Volunteers at Events: Sue Culler s, Mar gar et Dau,
Rosemary Jalas, Theodore & Caroline Letzring, Kathy
Luedke, Clint Peters, Luke Peters, Wesley Peters
Volunteers at Bison Burger Picnic: J on & J udy Bang,
Sue Cullers, Margaret Dau, Duane & Rosemary Jalas, Darin
Johnson, Mardi Letzring, Theodore & Caroline Letzring,
Kathy Luedke, Bruce & Georganne Morrison, Doris
Rausch, Arlene Roemmich, Fred & Lucile Tanner, Nancy
Tjossem,
Quarterly Memorial Donations in Memory of:
Dick Brookfield
Bill Rohrbaugh
Paul Rohwer
Monetary Donation
Jim Becker
Arlene Sampson
Bricks at the Prairie Heritage Center:
Marlene & Dick Brookfield
Lynny & Helen Pauling

Wish List

Would you have any of these items to help
with the Prairie Heritage Center and
Conservation Board Programs?
* Needles with large eyes for
threading yarn
* Plastic storage tubs of all sizes
* Outlet safety covers
* Craft foam sheets and shapes
* Plaster of Paris
* Hand mirrors
* Flashlights

Bench at Mill Creek Campground:
In Memory of Dennis Beltman

2015 Special
Edition Calendar
Winners
August - wine basket won by Terry & Barb Morris
September - range finder won by Ralna McVinua
October - Dutch Oven equipment won by Jacquelyn
Waggoner
November - dehydrator won by Sue Cullers
December - Prairie Heritage Center basket won
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Bald Eagle Day
Saturday, March 5
Prairie Heritage Center
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Make plans to attend!!

