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Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant Received 
 

The Conservation Board was recently awarded $125,000 from the 
Land and Water Conservation Grant Fund!  These funds, along 
with local match money, will be used to construct two bin shaped 
cabins at Dog Creek Park.  Once constructed, each of the cabins 
will sleep up to 18 people.  The lower level will be handicap       
accessible.  The upper level will include two bedrooms which are 
open to the living space below.  Other amenities planned in each 
cabin include a full kitchen and bathroom, a living area and       
outdoor space. 
 
The cabins will be constructed of 33’ diameter grain bins 18’ tall.  
The unique design takes patrons back to the beginnings of Iowa’s 
agricultural heritage. 
 
Dog Creek Park is located in the midst of the pristine native prairie areas of the Little Sioux River and 
Waterman Creek watersheds.  The area is known statewide for its hunting, fishing and wildlife watching 
potential.  The park also lies along the Glacial Trail Scenic Byway, one of the eleven scenic byways in 
the State of Iowa.  These geographical factors will increase the tourism potential of the site. 

 
The cabins will be located on Dog Creek South at 
the end of the cul-de-sac.  Both cabins will have an 
incredible view of the lake.  This improvement to the 
already popular Dog Creek Park will reach a     
growing group of outdoor recreation users who are 
interested in spending time outdoors but may not 
own or want to travel with extensive equipment. 
 
Construction is anticipated to begin this fall and will 
possibly be completed and ready for use by the next 
camping season.  Watch for future updates! 



Changing Views 
 

You don’t have to head on an oversea journey to the Netherlands to see windmills  
dotting the sky.  You need only look out your window at the changing landscape of 
O’Brien County. 
 
This summer, the view from Mill Creek Park has altered dramatically as part of the 
changing of the times.  These alternative energy sources are state-of-the-art, bringing 
clean energy technology to O’Brien County. 
 
Regardless of each person’s opinion at the start of the project, these windmills are here 
to stay.  Upon completion, the Highland project, in O’Brien County, will be Iowa’s 
current largest windfarm.  Combined with other wind farms in Marshall, Webster, 
Grundy and Madison counties, construction of these towers is a part of Iowa’s largest 
economic development project to date. 
 
In addition to generating 500 MW of electricity, these turbines will also be generating 
revenue for our county.  These dollars could be used to improve the quality of life for 
the residents and visitors to O’Brien County.   

 
 

Here’s to dreaming …  
not of traveling to far away places …  

but of how to improve 
 our own place! 

 

Terry Boltjes, Director 
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FLOWERS!!!!  At this time of year, every day 
is a new plant birthday on the tallgrass prairie!  
Stepping out of the vehicle as the staff arrives 
in the morning is a treat for the senses.  The 
cool morning air keeps the scents closer to the 
ground.   The sounds of birds and insects fill 
the air like an orchestra.  The shades and colors 
of the wildflowers are vivid in the morning 
light.  Stop by the Prairie Heritage Center early 
some summer morning to take in the view! 

 
A new display is installed in the hallway of the center.  
Featured in the exhibit is the 62 inch long root of Indian 
Grass.  This piece came to us from the University of 
Northern Iowa’s Tallgrass Prairie Roots Project. Learn 
about the value of roots and examine some of the       
activities that happen below the surface of the prairie. 
 
The lower level of the center also has a new temporary exhibit in place.  Amazing   
Adaptations allows people of all ages to explore the special tools of plants and animals 
that make them successful at living where they do.  There are games, crafts, hands-on 
components and more to help visitors learn more about these special features.  The  
exhibit will be on display until November. 
 

Several of the center’s large annual events happen in the late summer 
and early fall.  The Bison Burger Picnic and Lawn Concert will be 
held on Tuesday, August 18 from 5:00 - 7:30 p.m.  Enjoy an evening 
of good food, good friends and good music.  Then, make plans to   
attend the Historical Fall Fest on Saturday, September 19 from   
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.   Bring the whole family.  There are plenty of 

    activities for the everyone to enjoy! 

 
   

Hours:  Wednesday - Friday - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday - 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Need information?  See our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org 3 



 
Saturday, August 1 at 10:00 a.m. - Walk the Waterman– Prairie Heritage Center 
 Meet at the center to carpool to Waterman Creek.  Prepare to get a little wet as we search sandbars 
 for interesting treasures. 
 

Tuesday, August 4 from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. - Dynamic Dinosaurs - Hills Park in Sheldon 
 Youths ages 5 - 12 can spend the morning learning about the large reptiles  
 of the past through games, activities and a snack. 
 
Wednesday, August 5 from 2:00 - 3:30 p.m.  - Fishing Fun - Dog Creek Park 
 Join naturalist intern, Meara Hansen, at the park to spend an afternoon with pole in hand.  
 Participants over 16 years of age must have a fishing license. 

 
Thursday, August 6 at 7:00 p.m. - Evening Prairie Walk –Prairie Heritage Center 
       Take an evening stroll around the recently purchased Waterman Prairie Addition to see what’s in bloom. 
 
Thursday, August 13 at 9:00 p.m. - Perseid Meteor Shower Party - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Bring your lawn chair or blanket to enjoy a natural light show on the darkened prairie! 
 
Tuesday, August 18 from 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. - Bison Burger Picnic & Lawn Concert - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Come out to the annual fundraiser to enjoy good food, good music and a  
 relaxing evening with friends. 
 
Friday, August 21 at  8:30 p.m.  - Animal Eyes - Mill Creek Park 
 Meet at the lodge for a night walk through the woods!  Along the way you will 
 learn about the special senses of animals in the night. 
 
Thursday, September 3 at 5:30 p.m. - Monarch Tagging – Mill Creek Park 

       Meet at the lodge for a brief information session on monarchs and their journey.    
 Then join in a citizen  science project to tag the butterflies as they rest in the park on  
 their journey to Mexico. 
 
Thursday, September 10 at 6:30 p.m. - Prairie History - Prairie Heritage Center 
            Celebrate Iowa History Week with a mix of prairie tales.  The program include a mix  
 of stories about plants and animals - land and people.  Learn about how Iowa’s  
 landscape has changed. 

 
Saturday, September 12 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. - Women in the Outdoors - 
Prairie Heritage Center  
 Ladies, plan for a day of fun and learning.  Plans include Dutch Oven  
 cooking, archery, dog training and more.  See more about this 
 opportunity on page 6 of this newsletter. 
 
Wednesday, September 16 at 7:00 p.m. - Recognize Raptors  - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Learn some identification tips to put to use during the peak of hawk migration in the month of September. 
 
Saturday, September 19 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - Historical Fall Fest - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Take a step back in time with this popular annual event.  It includes horse drawn wagon rides, crafts,     
 games, gnome homes and more!  Spend a hour or the day with us! 

4 



 
Sunday, September 27 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. - Archaeology Day - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Bring your family to this come-and-go event held in partnership with the Sanford Museum.  Take  
 part in a wide range of hands-on experiences as you celebrate Iowa Archaeology month. 
 
Tuesday, October 6 at 5:30 p.m.  - Prairie Seed Collecting - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Meet at the center to carpool to a nearby location.  Learn about the prairie from a different  
 Perspective as you help to gather seed for supplementing conservation board areas. 
 
Tuesday, October 27 at 6:30 p.m. - Cleverly Costumed Creatures - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Enjoy this costume party with an animal twist.  This family friendly event focuses on  
 camouflage.  Participants are welcome to come dressed as your favorite natural creature. 
 
Saturday, November 7 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. - Nature’s Crafts - Prairie Heritage Center 

 Get in the holiday spirit with some craft making fun.  Nature and craft items will be provided. 
 Bring your creativity and winter spirit. 
 
Tuesday, November 17 at 7:00 p.m. - Archaeology Evening- Prairie Heritage Center 
 Learn about the craft of basket weaving from a native people perspective.  Participants will be         
 constructing a small basket made with reeds to take home. 
 

Saturday, November 21 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. - Snowshoe Making - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Make your own set of snowshoes.  These are high quality and attractive.  See article on  
 page 6.  PREORDER IS DUE - November 3.    
 
  

Want to Find Our Breaking News? 
 

If you want to keep up with our activities and    
happenings between newsletter publications, you 
can visit our recently renovated website at 
www.prairieheritagecenter.org.  The new page is 
much more interactive with a scrolling highlights 
area and an events section to keep you up-to-date 
with the most recent news. 
 

Another place to follow us is our facebook page.  Check out our photos. Receive reminders 
about events and interact with others. Search for us under o’brien county conservation board/
prairie heritage center.  Like us on facebook so our news pops up on your newsfeed! 
 
You can also see what we are up to on twitter and pinterest. 
Take advantage of some of these social media options to stay 
informed. 
 
Of course, you can still find our news in all of the other places too … such as newsletters, 
newspapers, radio and cable channels.  Thank you for your support!! 
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Women in the Outdoors 
 

The Gobblin’ Ghosts Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation is   
holding their annual Women in the Outdoors event in O’Brien County at the 
Prairie Heritage Center this year.  This is a wonderful opportunity for women 
ages 14 and up to enjoy the comradery and support of other ladies as they 
learn new skills.  Those youth ages 14-17 are asked to attend with an adult.  
There is no upper age limit … you are never too old to try new things! 
 

The event is co-hosted by the Conservation Boards of Lyon, O’Brien, Osceola and Sioux Counties.  It will 
be held on Saturday, September 12 beginning at 8:00.a.m.  As an optional pre-workshop opportunity,     
participants may choose to canoe or kayak the Little Sioux River on Friday, September 11.  Boaters will 
meet at the Prairie Heritage Center at 9:30 a.m. and be back at the center by 2:00 p.m. Pre-registration is 
required for the river float and encouraged for the main event day on    
Saturday. 
 
Final plans are underway; however, some of the events that you can      
expect include Dutch Oven cooking, nature hike, recurve bow archery, 
spear throwing, bison ecology, monarch tagging, and dog training. 
 
Check out our website for a registration form or call the center at           
712-295-7200 and we will mail a flier to you. 

Snowshoe Making Workshop 
 

What!!! SNOW in August!!  No one wants to think about that!  For the past several years, the      
snowshoe making workshop offered in January, and we have had to compete with difficult weather.  
This year the workshop is being planned for November.  So if the hot weather has been getting to you, 
you can start planning now for winter recreation! 

Few experiences can compare to stomping across freshly fallen snow on a pair of snowshoes.  This 
activity is an excellent way to relax and get exercise at the same time!  Hiking across the snow takes 
on a new meaning when you construct your own handmade pair of snowshoes!  The Conservation 
Board is holding a snowshoe making class on Saturday, November 21 beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

Styles available include Ojibway, Huron and Bearpaw.  Each type has an advantage in different      
conditions, but all produce an exceptional quality product.  The material cost for the class is $150.     
A kit includes frames made of white ash, nylon lacing and bindings.  When completed, you will only 
need to varnish them annually to keep them in shape for a lifetime.  The investment of time and    
money in the process produces a product that is a source of pride as well as a long-time use. 

The kits will need to be ordered by November 3.  

Please call 712-295-7200 for more information or to reserve your spot in the class.  

         

          

        

          Bear Paw                        Huron                                Ojibway 
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Fishing at Dog Creek 
 
This year marks the second growing season for the newly 
renovated fish population at Dog Creek Lake.  The fish 
have grown steadily.  Anglers enjoyed the fishing hot spot 
earlier this spring when the weather was cooler. 
 
You can expect this lake’s fisheries to continue to improve.  
The progress should be similar to the changes at Mill Creek 
after the renovation process there.  Bass, bluegill and      
catfish will soon be big enough for the frying pan! 
 

Enjoy fishing this beautiful lake! 

Aquatic Hitchhikers 
 

There has been much publicity this year regarding invasive species.  Earlier in the summer, news 
from the Iowa Great Lakes focused on Curly Pond Weed.  Zebra mussels are now a great concern in 
the area due to live adults found within the chain of the Iowa Great Lakes.  Brittle Naiad, Eurasian 
Water Milfoil and Asian Carp are also included in the species of concern within our area waterways. 
 
YOU play an important role in preventing the spread of these invaders into new lakes and ponds. It 
is important that all boaters, anglers, and swimmers follow these important steps: 
 
 Inspect your boat, trailer, and play equipment.  Remove all visible plants, animals and mud      

before leaving a waterbody. 
 Drain water from your boat, motor, live well and bilge … also bait buckets and play toys …    

before leaving a waterbody. 
 Rinse and dry your boat, trailer, fishing equipment and toys to remove or kill species that were 

not visible when you left the water.  Before transporting to another waterbody, rinse with high 
pressure or hot water (104 degrees) or dry for at least five days. 

 Know that it is illegal to possess, introduce, purchase, sell or transport aquatic invasive species in 
Iowa.  It is also illegal to introduce any live fish, except for hooked bait, into public waters. 

 
Learn to identify aquatic nuisance species and do your part to help to prevent their spread. 
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POLLINATORS! 
 

Pollinators are nearly as important to plant growth as sunlight, soil and water.  Over 75% of 
the world’s flowering plants rely on pollinators for reproductive success.  In the United 
States, over 150 crops depend on insect and animal pollination. 
 
Pollinators come in many shapes and sizes.  Hummingbirds, moths, flies, ants, and beetles 
join the well-known butterflies and bees in the pollination efforts.  Even some mammals, like 
mice or shrews, can carry pollen grains from place to place.  A good pollinator is highly    
mobile, has hair/feathers/scales that carry pollen grains, and also has a specialized mouth part 
to collect nectar from the plants that it visits. 
 
Pollinator populations are declining mostly because of habitat loss and degradation and the 
misuse of pesticides.  Here’s where you can help!  Consider these creatures when planning 
your garden projects.  By choosing a variety of colors and shapes in your native flowering 
plants, you will attract a variety of pollinators.  Each type of pollinator is attracted to a      
different type of flower.  You can chose plants that flower at different times to provide nectar 
and pollen sources throughout the growing season.  By planting in clumps instead of single 
plants, you will achieve better cross pollination and attraction. 
 
It is also important to provide habitat for nesting and egg-laying.  This can be accomplished 
by having diversity within your yard.  Provide plants of varying heights such as shrubs and 
tall grasses as well as low-growing plants.  A small patch of fallen branches, a tree stump, or 
bit of bare ground can be a prime location for different times in the insect life cycle. 
 
Finally, it is important to avoid or limit pesticide use when possible.  If you expect and accept 
a little bit of pest activity as a compromise, you can improve the habitat for other insect    
species.  You could try remove troublesome pests by hand.  If you do choose to use a        
pesticide, try to choose one that is the least toxic to non-pest species, does not persist on     
vegetation, and apply it in the evening when most pollinators are not as active. 
 
Following these guidelines will help to provide a place for our pollinators! 
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Monarchs 
 
Monarchs - those magical, migrating insects of fall - need your help.  
Monarch numbers have been shrinking since 1996.  Milkweed - the 
larval food source - and nectar sources for adults are declining due 
to development and the widespread use of herbicides.  In the United 
States, urban sprawl consumes habitat for monarchs and other    
wildlife at the rate of 6,000 acres per day.  Widespread herbicide use 
has systematically reduced milkweed and other nectar sources from 
cropland areas.  The remaining butterfly habitat in pastures, hayfields, forest edges and native prairies 
are no longer sufficient to sustain breeding habitat for these butterflies. 
 

The University of Kansas Monarch Watch organization has started a 
national effort to create Monarch Watch Waystations to help preserve 
the dwindling numbers of monarch butterflies.  The concept is to    
provide much needed resources and places to rest for the butterflies 
which cross the continent on their annual migration.  Creating a    
monarch waystation can be as simple as adding milkweeds and nectar 
sources to existing gardens or maintaining natural habitats with    
milkweeds.  No effort is too small to have a positive impact. 
 
There is more to milkweed that the common milkweed variety.       
Native species that can be included in your yard and garden include 
swamp milkweed, whorled milkweed, and butterfly milkweed which 
can be used by larva. 

Hawk Migration 
 

The annual spectacle of fall raptor migration will soon be 
upon us!  Each year hundreds of thousands of hawks, eagles 
and vultures make their journey from Canada and the     
United States to wintering areas as far south as South   
America.  The migration begins in the north as early as    
August and continues in the south into December.  Here in 
Iowa, the month of September is an excellent time to look to 
the skies. 
 

The Waterman Creek and Little Sioux River valleys are important interior highways for raptors as 
they move through the midsection of the nation.  Bring your binoculars out to the Prairie Heritage 
Center … or borrow a pair from the center.  Enjoy an afternoon sitting on the deck soaking in the fall 
weather and counting the birds passing overhead. 
 
Weather is a key influence on raptor movement.  During the fall aa cold fronts pass through the       
region, a series of factors fall into place.  Light north winds with clear but not complete blue skies, 
increasing barometric pressure and decreasing humidity combine to provide the perfect hawk      
watching day.  Many raptors also use thermals - rising warm air currents - to provide lift and gliding 
conditions. 
 
A raptor identification program will be held at the center on September 16.  Identification guides will 
also be available throughout the month.  Stop by the Prairie Heritage Center to learn more about these 
amazing birds and their long distance travels. 
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Fabulous Summer Help 
 

School is starting soon, and our summer help will be 
heading back to college.  We have had an excellent 
crew of workers this year who have played a big 
part in providing great places to make memories! 
 
Zane Roberts returned for a second season this           
summer.  Zane attends University of Northern Iowa 
majoring in Criminology with a Biology minor. 
 
Samuel Weber also worked as a summer ranger this 
year.  Sam attends Iowa State University and is 
working towards a double major in accounting and 
finance. 

 
Zane and Sam 
could be found 
throughout the     
summer hard at 
work in the 
campgrounds and     
wildlife areas.   
 

This summer was the 
first year that the               
Conservation Board 
hired a naturalist     
intern.  Meara Hansen 
joined the education 
staff to provide a wide 
range of summer    
programming for area 
youth.  Meara attends 
South Dakota State 
University with a    
major in Fisheries and 
Wildlife Management.  She enjoyed the               
opportunities to provide public programming and 
especially liked telling others about the prairie.   
 
We appreciate all the hard work that these young 
people did for the conservation board this summer 
and wish them well in the school year ahead!       

Mill Creek Top in State! 
 

Mill Creek Park was ranked #5 in the list of 
the top ten AMAZING camping spots you’ll 
only find in Iowa!  The ranking was published 
on July 21 by the Only in Your State website. 
(www.onlyinourstate.com) 
 
Some of the best memories are made outdoors, 
and camping is a great way to spend time with 
family and friends. Relax around the campfire.  
Tell stories, play games, watch stars, fish, hike, 
bike, swim, dig in the sand …  Mill Creek 
Park has much to offer! 
 
While summer is winding down, there is still 
plenty of time to enjoy all of these activities 
and more. 
 

Get outdoors - Enjoy a camping trip! 

           Check your mailing label to be sure the address is correct.  Please let us know if any changes should be made. 
               If you would like to receive the Little Sioux Wanderings free of charge, please send your name and physical or 

email address to Naturalist, 4931 Yellow Ave, Peterson IA  51047.  The newsletter  is also available via email.   
See our web site at www.prairieheritagecenter.org to check out the newsletter or subscribe via email. 

Environmental Protection Agency:  712-336-1840 
Conservation Officers:  John Sells:  712-260-1019 
                                 Chris Subbert:  712-240-6662 
TIP (Turn In Poachers):   1-800-532-2020 

The O’Brien County Conservation Board does not discriminate against anyone on the 
basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin, age or handicap.  If anyone believes that 
he or she has been subjected to such a discrimination, he or she may file a complaint 
with either the O’Brien County Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Opportunity, 
U.S. Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240 
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Marla Erick - Pioneer Items 
Bob Hansen Family - Tree at Dog Creek Park 
Donna Hicks - Snapping Turtle Specimen 
Ken & Bev Orthman - Refurbished Plow for Display 
Del Walinga & the Modern Woodmen of America 
 - Mill Creek Fire Rings 
 
Volunteers at Events:  Margaret Dau, Theodore &    
Caroline Letzring, Kathy Luedke, Arlene Roemmich,  
 
Prairie Wall Donor Recognition: 
Keith & Christine McGee 
Ralph & Bonnie Pingel 
 
Quarterly Memorial Donations in Memory of: 
Helen Dau 
Bob Samuelson 
Robert Steele 
Jerry Tewes 
 
Bricks at the Prairie Heritage Center: 
Elmer & Helen Dau 
 
Bricks at Mill Creek Campground: 
Jody Nibbelink - Camping Pad Materials and Labor for 
 three sites 

The Little Sioux Valley Conservation              
Association received $5,000 from the O’Brien 
County Community Foundation as part of a  
parking lot renovation project.  These funds will 
be used in combination with other donations to 
pave a portion of the parking lot at the Prairie 
Heritage Center.  The much needed improvement 
will make walking much safer and easier for the 
thousands of visitors coming to the center each 
year. 
 
There is still time to assist with this project if 
you are interested in helping.  Consider making a 
monetary donation towards the renovation     
project when you attend the Bison Burger Picnic. 
 
Another improvement to the center’s exterior 
will be coming soon.  Watch for a landscaping 
change to the prairie flower bed at the entrance.   
 

Thanks for your support! 

      

             2015 Special 
       Edition Calendar  
     Winners 
 
 
March prize - Bird Feeders - Scott Osborne 
April prize - Tent & Sleeping Bags - Freddie Hunt 
May prize - 10 nights of camping - Merle & Barb Jalas 
June prize - 2 night cabin stay - Terry Van Dyke 
July prize - fire ring - Cindy Peterson 

Wish List 
Would you have any of these items to help 
with the Prairie Heritage Center and       
Conservation Board Programs? 
 *  Tin (pioneer type) dishes and pots  
     for use in the covered wagon play  
              area 
 *  Pioneer dress-up clothes for the  
              covered wagon play area 
 *  Markers and crayons 
 * Handheld nutcrackers 
 * Old t-shirts for crafts 
 * Beads or buttons for crafts 
 * Fiskar scissors 
 * Plastic storage tubs 
 * Outlet safety covers 
 * Craft foam sheets and shapes 
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Bison Burger Picnic 
& Lawn Concert 

 
Tuesday, August 18 

5:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
 

Make plans to attend!! 


