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The dream of the Crosbie Wildlife and Nature Youth Center is becoming a reality.  Ted Crosbie began the 
process of sharing his family farm with the youth of O’Brien County in 2015.  This winter the Crosbie Family 
worked with the O’Brien County Conservation Board to develop a management agreement for the property.  
With this action completed, plans are underway to hold the county’s first youth outdoor skills event in July.  
You can read more about this opportunity on page 9 of this newsletter. 
 
The purpose of the Wildlife and Nature Youth Center is to education young people on environmental biology 
as well as the ethics of soil, plant and wildlife use.  The center will provide experiences for youth in soils,      
native prairie habitat, insect pollinator ecosystems, waterfowl, upland game birds, deer and other wildlife.  
Programs will help youth to understand the harvesting, processing and cooking of wild game and to appreciate 
nature in general. 
 

Beginning with the fall hunting seasons, the area will 
be divided into two sections and will be open for 
youth to use.  A kiosk near the parking lot will hold 
special youth permits.  These must be completed and 
clearly displayed.  Each hunting party must include 
the same number of youth (15 years of age and     
under) as adults (21 years of age and older).  All 
adults must be unarmed.  There will be a limit of one 
hunting party per area on a first come - first serve 
basis.  Two permit times will be available each day 
from one hour prior to opening time through noon 
and from noon to one hour past closing time. 

 
The Conservation Board is pleased to partner with the Crosbie Family to provide this opportunity for youth in 
the area.   

 

It is the hope that all youth will leave with experiences and memories to last a lifetime. 

Crosbie Wildlife & Nature Youth Center -  
4270 Roosevelt Avenue 



Prescribed Burns 
 

Nothing says spring on the tallgrass prairie more than the tall 
plume of gray smoke that accompanies a controlled burn.  One of 
the most dynamic burns of my career occurred this year on the  
Waterman Wildlife Addition, adjacent to the Prairie Heritage      
Center.  Conditions stacked up to make the 134 acre parcel go up 
in a fast flame!  The entire burn took place in less than 30 minutes! 
At one point, there was a fire tornado that reached 15 feet in        
diameter and went high into the sky. 

 
Prescribed fire on the tallgrass prairie provides a number of benefits.  It rejuvenates the growth and 
long-term survival of the prairie by releasing nutrients into the soil, curbing undesirable plant    
species and increasing the population of many native plants.  When planting and maintaining a 
prairie area, it is valuable to consider including a 30’ fire break of mowed cool season grasses or 
clover.  This feature will make fire management of the area much easier.  It acts as a physical    
barrier to stop the advancement of the fire and can also be used as a stop when back-burning an   
area in advance of the main fire. 
 
This spring’s weather - as with the past three years - did not cooperate with our management plans.  
There was some really warm weather early in April which started the grasses greening early.  Then 
the rains arrived to continue the process.  By the time that the winds calmed down and the rain 
stopped, the grasses were so green that the optimal time for burning was past.  We are at the mercy 
of the weather when it comes to completing the requests for burns by landowners.  We were sorry 
to not be able to assist more of you this year.  Our staff is still working with landowners on prairie      

seeding.  Thank you for your patience.      Terry Boltjes, Director 
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Saturday and Sunday - 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Need information?  See our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org 3 

If you haven’t had a chance to view the “Living in Iowa”  
exhibit in the lower level of the Prairie Heritage Center, be 
sure to come to the center before mid-June!  This exhibit 
tells the dynamic story of  Iowa’s landscape - one of the 
most changed landscapes in the world.  Learn about the 
plants, animals and people of Iowa and how they have 
changed through history. 
 

Beginning at the end of June, the lower level exhibit will change to “Water, Land and Air - Who 
Lives Here.”  This exhibit will feature the amazing animals that live in different habitats.  Discover 
the various special features that make animals specific to their homes.  The exhibit will include 
plenty of hands-on elements.  It will be on display through the end of the year.  

 
Everyday is a great one to visit the center!  The view changes by 
the hour and by the day.  A new batch of flowers and birds arrive 
weekly in the spring, and summer provides a vast array of        
wildflowers.  The hiking trail on the lower prairie area adjacent to 
the center is a great place to explore.  The 2nd annual Bison    
Stampede trail run will take place around the center’s pathways on 
Saturday, August 12.  Start planning now to take part!   
 

We are anxiously awaiting the arrival of a baby bison.  We never 
know for sure if or when it will arrive; so each day is a special one in 
the spring.  Be sure to check out the new bison education signs the 
next time you come to the center.  These signs were made possible 
with funding from the O’Brien County Community Foundation and 
memorial         contributions from the Earl Muilenburg and Arlene 
Sampson families.  Look for the signs along the bison fence, and 
learn some fascinating facts about our icon of the tallgrass prairie. 
 
There are a number of amazing guest speakers visiting our area over the next few months.  There 
are also many other fantastic things planned.  Be sure to check out our calendar of events on      
pages 4-5 of this newsletter plus other notices scattered throughout the pages.  Follow us on       
Facebook and through the local newspapers for additional events that occur.  



Tuesday, June 13 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. - Wading into Wetlands – Douma Park, Sanborn  
 Youth ages 5-12 will explore the water’s edge with dip nets and fishing poles. 
 Cool off and learn about water creatures. 
 
Thursday, June 15 at 7:00 p.m. - Gladys Black: Iowa’s Bird Lady -  
  Prairie Heritage Center 
 Hear Larry Stone, an Iowa author, recount the legacy of one of the most beloved of  
 Iowa Conservation Heroes.  See more about this event on page 7. 
 
Wednesday, June 21 at 7:00 p.m. - Celebrate the Summer  Solstice - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Enjoy the longest day of the year by learning about the upcoming celestial event - the 

 solar eclipse - which will occur on August 21.  See more on page 8 of this newsletter. 
 
Thursday, June 22 at 6:30 p.m. - Can you Canoe or Kayak - Mill Creek Park 
 Bring your friends to the beach to try out water recreation equipment. 
 

Thursday, June 29  from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. - The World Behind the Minecraft – Mill Creek Park  
 Youth ages 8-12 explore ecosystems in Mill Creek Park.  Discover the actual elements  
 in the Minecraft game.   
 
Thursday, July 6  from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. – Get Ready for the Great American Eclipse! -  
  Prairie Heritage Center, Peterson  
 Youth ages 5-12 join the naturalist for games, activities and a craft focused on the 
  sun, moon, and earth.  Prepare now to get the best view of the August eclipse. 
 
Tuesday, July 11 at 7:00 p.m. - Book Club Discussion - Prairie Heritage Center 
 You are welcome to join Dordt College Professor, Jim Schaap, and the Orange City Art  
 Program participants as they discuss the latest Jonis Agee novel, Bones of Paradise. 
 
Thursday, July 13 at 6:30 p.m. - Can You Canoe or Kayak II - Mill Creek Park 
 If you missed it in June, here is one more chance to try out water recreation equipment. 
 
Sunday, July 16 at 2:00 p.m. - Get Ready to Eclipse - Prairie Heritage Center 
 This is another opportunity to get ready to enjoy the total solar eclipse which will be visible 
 throughout the United States on August 21. 
 
Monday and Tuesday, July 17 & 18 - Outdoor Quest - Crosbie Wildlife & Nature Youth Center 
 Youths 11 to 15 enjoy an opportunity to experience hunting, archery, trapping and more on this 
 overnight adventure.  Learn more about this on page 9 of this newsletter. 
 
Tuesday, July 18 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. – Animal Architects – Hills Park, Sheldon  
 Youth Ages 5-12, can you top these animal greats?  Try your hand at building like 
 a bird, beaver and more! 
 
Thursday, July 20 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. – Amazing Race for Survival  
  Prairie Heritage Center 
 Youth Ages 11-14 will review some basic survival skills.  Then, engage in a friendly   
 competition to see who would best survive in this version of the amazing race. Bring a sack lunch  
 and dress for spending the day outdoors. Pre-registration requested. 
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Thursday, July 20 at 7:00 p.m. - Beekeeping and MORE! - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Learn about the art of beekeeping from ROYALTY!  Iowa’s 2017 Bee Queen will be  
 presenting information and tips on the insects and the art of beekeeping. 
 
Wednesday, August 2 from 9:00 a.m. to noon -  Native Skills - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Youth ages 8-13 will spend the morning outdoors.  Collect supplies from the land to make 
 pottery, baskets, cording and more.  Try your hand at skills needed to survive.  We will be 
 traveling from the Prairie Heritage Center to Waterman Creek. Pre-registration requested. 

 
Friday, August 4 beginning at 8:30 a.m. - Four County Float - Little Sioux River 
 For the second year, you can enjoy the river experience with four naturalists, an archaeologist 
 and a lot of other fellow floaters!  See more about this opportunity on page 8. 
 

Saturday, August 12 beginning at 7:30 a.m. - Bison Stampede Trail Run - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Get out your running shoes and get ready to run (or walk) for a MAMMOTH cause!  The 
 proceeds from this year’s race will help to purchase a mammoth statue for the trail.  You 
 can find the race registration on page 10. 
 
Tuesday, August 15 from 5:00 until 7:30 p.m. - Bison Burger Picnic & Lawn Concert - Prairie Heritage Center  
 The special event of the year at the center will also help to fund the mammoth statue.  Mark your 
 calendar and be sure to attend this highly anticipated evening of great food and music! 
 
Wednesday, August 23 at 9:00 a.m. - Letters from the Past - Prairie Heritage Center 
 We’ll find some shade and a glass of lemonade to savor while listening to pioneer letters from  
 O’Brien County’s history.  Spend a relaxing morning enjoying the view. 
 
Thursday, August 24 at 6:30 p.m. - Towering Tallgrass - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Nothing compares to the tallgrass prairie in the fall!  Come out and savor the sights and smells 
 of the late summer prairie. 
 
Tuesday, September 5 at 7:00 p.m. - Pilot Rock Stories - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Rodney Otto, an author with local ties, will relate short stories that he developed about 
 characters in the setting around Pilot Rock along the Little Sioux River. 
 
Sunday, September 10 at 3:00 p.m. - Monarch on the Move - Mill Creek Park 
 Learn about the monarch migration going on in the fall.  Where are those butterflies headed? 
 Take part in a citizen science project to learn more! 
 
Saturday, September 16 from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. - Historical Fall Fest - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Step back in time as participants enjoy games, crafts, wagon rides and more!  This annual 
 event is a big hit with entire family! 
 
Sunday, September 24 from 1:00 until 4:00 p.m. - Archaeology Day - Silver Sioux  
 Several partnering organizations provide an opportunity to learn about the past through hands-on  
 experiences. 
 

Sunday, October 1 at 2:00 p.m. - Ding Darling - Prairie Heritage Center 
 Learn about the “ART” of conservation through Iowa’s Professional Actor - Tom Milligan -   
 as he portrays  Jay N. “Ding” Darling, a Pulitzer Prize winning editorial cartoonist and  
 creator of the Duck Stamp.  See more about this event on page 7 of this newsletter. 
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Dog Creek Bin Cabin Update 
 
The bin cabins continue to take shape.  The end of the construction is in sight, and the grand 
opening will be coming soon! 
 
Some of the things which happened over the winter included painting the walls, staining the   
concrete floor in the lower level, laying the laminate flooring in the upper level, and completing 
the doors and trim work. 
 
The concrete pads for the exterior shelters have recently been poured.  Cabinets are soon to be 
installed.  Some furniture is in place while other pieces are on their way. 
 
One of the final things to complete will be the deck which will wrap around the upper level of  
each of the cabins. 
 
The pricing for rental has been set.  The fee will be $130/night for Sunday through Thursday and 
$150/night for Friday, Saturday and holidays.  The weekly rate is $875.  There is a two night 
minimum stay.  The cabins will be available from May through December.  Currently soft       
reservations are being taken until a grand opening date is announced.  Reservations can be made 
one calendar year in advance. 
 

Watch for the grand opening date to be announced soon! 
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Transitions 
 

Brenda Dodge, our receptionist for nearly four years, has 
moved on to pursue some extra time with family members.  
We will miss her helpfulness as she answered questions, 
assisted with reservations, and reached out to visitors.      
We wish her all the best in the future. 
 
Amber Wetherell from Peterson has joined our staff.  We 
are excited to welcome her to our team.  Amber moved to 
the area from Colorado.  She impressed us with her        
enthusiasm to be part of the community and her desire to 
share this special place with others.  Stop by and welcome 
Amber to the O’Brien County Conservation Board! 

 

Movies on 
the Beach 

 
 

The tradition continues this summer!  Plan to 
enjoy the relaxed atmosphere with shows on 

June 10 
July 15 

August 12 
 

Movies begin at dusk and take place weather 
permitting at Mill Creek Park. 

Plan to enjoy the fun! 
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Summer Season 
 
We are excited to have you spend time in our areas this summer!  Our 
campground hosts are ready to welcome you to the park.  This will be the 
10th year that Bob and Vickie Ruden have been hosts at Mill Creek.  They 
do a fabulous job of welcoming old friends and meeting new ones!  Tom 
and Sue Draper have joined our team at Dog Creek Park this year.  They 
have already been doing a great job!   
 
Two summer staff have also joined us for the season.  Dallas Jalas is back for a second summer.  Andrew Cullison 
is new to the position.  You will find both of these young men hard at work throughout all of our recreation areas 
this summer. 
 
The campground rates remain unchanged this year.  Here is a reminder of the fees. 
 
6 Person Cabins at Mill Creek & Dog Creek - $40/night Sunday through Thursday and $45/night Friday & Satur-
day 
12 Person Cabins at Mill Creek - $100/night Sunday through Thursday and $120/night Friday & Saturday 
Bin Cabins at Dog Creek - $130/night Sunday through Thursday and $150/night Friday & Saturday 
 
Weekly rates are available.  Smaller cabins are open May through September.  Larger cabins remain open through 
December.  All cabins require a two night minimum stay.  Reservations can be made up to 365 days in advance. 
 
Mill Creek Park Lodge can be rented for $75/day with a $25 security deposit returned.  The lodge can also be             
reserved on calendar year in advance. 
 
Campground fees are $20/night at Mill Creek; $15/night at Dog Creek; and $12/night at Douma and Tjossem 
Campground coupon books are available from the campground hosts and the park rangers.  These books of 10 in-
clude a discounted rate.  Long term camping is available at Dog Creek South and also includes a rate discount. 
 
Call the office at 712-295-7200 for assistance with reservations.  Enjoy your summer!! 

Iowa’s Bird Lady & Ding Darling 

There are a number of incredible guest speakers coming to the Prairie Heritage Center this summer.  
Check the calendar and make your list.  You won’t want to miss these opportunities. 
 
In June, Larry Stone, an Iowa author and former Des Moines Register writer, will recount his       
experiences with Gladys Black.  Gladys was adored by a generation of Des Moines Register readers 
as the Iowa Bird Lady.  She introduced thousands of people to the wonder of birds.  Her newspaper 
columns lured readers not with textbook descriptions but with folksy anecdotes.  Her focus was    
always the same… protect our birds and their environment. 

 
In October,  Tom Milligan will present “A Visit with Ding Darling.” Tom, an Iowa 
actor, will reenact a visit from Jay “Ding” Darling as he shares Ding’s story           
beginning with his early years in Sioux City through his career with the Des Moines 
Register as a cartoonist, to the creation of the Duck Stamp and the National Wildlife 
Federation.  Ding was known by most to be one of the most important members of 
the modern conservation movement.  His impact is still felt today. 
 
Both of these remarkable speakers will be brought to our community through a grant 
from Humanities Iowa, a private, non-profit sate affiliated of the National              
Endowment for Humanities.  Both events are free and open to all. 

© Tiffany Anderson 
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Great American Eclipse 
 
An AMAZING opportunity is coming our way this summer!  It is a rare event for an 
eclipse to touch only one country.  Most eclipses wind and meander over oceans,     
islands and continents with no regard for geography.  The eclipse on August 21, 2017 
will be the first one to completely touch only our country’s land since 1257!  (And of 
course, the United States wasn’t even a country at that point!) 
 
In O’Brien County, we will see over 92% coverage.  In order to help people prepare 
for this event, the Conservation Board has several programs lined up.  Celebrate the 
Summer Solstice on June 21 and learn about the science behind this phenomenon.  

The STAR LAB will be here to help visitors visualize what to expect.  On July 6, a youth event at the Prai-
rie Heritage Center will present information in the form of games, activities and crafts.  On Sunday, July 16, 
bring the family out to learn even more!  There will also be a temporary    display in the conference room 
with various hands-on experiments for visitors to try. 
 
Residents of O’Brien County experienced a total solar eclipse in August of 1869.  Roma Woods, of   Suther-
land, recorded the event in her journal… 
 
“The first day this writer spent on this claim was the day of the total eclipse of the sun, August 7, 1869, and 
nowhere was it more perfect than here.  My husband and I were alone on that vast prairie and we watched 
the magnificent pageant with awe and reverence.  As the darkness closed about us and the air grew chill, 
there came a feeling of dependence upon the Creator never felt before and as the blessed   sunlight returned 
our hearts were filled with joy and thanksgiving.  This was my baptism into a new life in more senses than 
one.  As the darkness passed we were touched on the shoulder and turning, found our horses had come from 
across the creek and so quietly we had not heard them.  They were looking to us for protection as we looked 
to a higher power.” 
 

Enjoy a River Float 
Hit the river for an adventure with four naturalists, an archaeologist and a whole group of other outdoor 
recreation lovers!  The Buena Vista, Cherokee, Clay and O’Brien County Conservation Boards are 
partnering to provide this opportunity to paddle the Little Sioux River on August 4. 
 
Enjoy a leisurely float down the river while stopping at various sandbars along the way.  Megan Stroh, 
the Sanford Museum Archaeologist will be sharing her expertise about local history and helping     
identify potential artifacts which may be discovered.  Naturalists will also help with identification of 
birds, mussels, turtles, and more. 
 
At 8:30 a.m. a Paddle the River Refresher program will be 
offered.  Check-in for those not attending this quick course 
will be from 9:00 until 9:30.  The float will begin around 
9:30 and will last approximately 5-7 hours.   It will start at 
Kindlespire Park in Clay County and will end at Sioux    
Rapids in Buena Vista County.  Bring a lunch or snacks, 
dress for the weather, and wear sunscreen and bug spray. 
 
Participants can bring their own canoe or kayak or may   
borrow one from a participating conservation board for    
$10/vessel.  Registration is required by July 31.  The paddle 
is open to all; however, children under 18 must be            
accompanied by an adult. 
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O’Brien County Outdoor Quest for Youth 
 

Youths ages 11 through 15 can experience an outdoor adventure sponsored by the O’Brien 
County Conservation Board and the O’Brien County Pheasants Forever at the Prairie Heritage 
Center, Dog Creek Park and the new Crosbie Wildlife and Nature Youth Center. 

 
Monday, July 17 will include learning activities about hunting, trapping, 
bird identification, and dog training.  The events will extend into the evening with lessons on 
Dutch Oven cooking, water recreation, night tracking and astronomy.  Youth will stay     
overnight in the new grain bin cabins at Dog Creek Park. 
 
Tuesday, July 18 will be a field day for the hunter safety education course offered through 

the Iowa DNR.  Lessons will include firearms handling, ethics & responsibility, Iowa hunting laws, and a final    
exam. In order to receive certification, a student must successfully complete an Iowa approved online Hunter        
Education Course prior to registering. The online course can be found at: www.iowadnr.gov/huntered. The internet 
course requires a fee payable to the provider upon completion in order to receive a field day voucher. Students will 
be required to provide a field day voucher to the instructor upon arrival to the field day. The student must pass the 
final exam in order to receive certification. 
 
The event begins at the Prairie Heritage Center, 4931 Yellow Ave, Peterson at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, July 17 and 

will end at the Crosbie Wildlife and Nature Youth Center, 4270 Roosevelt Avenue, Primghar at 
11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, July 18. 
 
The only cost for the event will be for the hunter safety education course fee.  All other costs will be 
covered with sponsorship by the O’Brien County Pheasants Forever organization in partnership with 
O’Brien County Conservation.  Meals (Monday lunch through Tuesday breakfast), equipment, and 
lodging will be provided.   

 
The registration form is available on the conservation board website or by calling the Prairie Heritage Center.  The 
registration deadline is July 3, 2017.  Space is limited to 11 boys and 11 girls. 
 

Gain new skills and spend time in the outdoors! 

Floating Island 
 

Last year the Conservation Board began an innovative pro-
ject to improve water quality and habitat at Mill Creek Lake.  
Through generous partnerships with a variety of individuals 
and organizations, this project is beginning to reap results. 
 
A grant was received from the O’Brien 
County Community Foundation.         
Additional funds were donated by the 

O’Brien County Sportsman’s Club, Iowa Great Lakes Fishing Club, Marjorie Feltman and 
Brian Feltman.  The island was purchased, planted with a variety of plants and placed into 
the water near the fishing jetty.  This spring those plants have come back and the roots are 
starting to grow through the water. 
 
Additional signage support was given by the Family of Maxine Busch.  The educational 
sign was put into place this spring.  A bench was donated by the Russ Steinbeck family and 
installed on the fishing jetty providing a place to rest and enjoy the view. 
 
Thank you to all of the partners that made this project possible. 



           Check your mailing label to be sure the address is correct.  Please let us know if any changes should be made. 
               If you would like to receive the Little Sioux Wanderings free of charge, please send your name and physical or 

email address to Naturalist, 4931 Yellow Ave, Peterson IA  51047.  The newsletter  is also available via email.   
See our web site at www.prairieheritagecenter.org to check out the newsletter or subscribe via email. 

Environmental Protection Agency:  712-336-1840 
Conservation Officers:  John Sells:  712-260-1019 
                                 Joe Yarkosky:  712-2460-1004 
TIP (Turn In Poachers):   1-800-532-2020 

The O’Brien County Conservation Board does not discriminate against anyone on the 
basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin, age or handicap.  If anyone believes that 
he or she has been subjected to such a discrimination, he or she may file a complaint 
with either the O’Brien County Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Opportunity, 
U.S. Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240 
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Prairie Heritage Center 
Bison Stampede -  5K Trail Run 

Saturday, August 12, 2017  
Registration from 6:30 a.m. – 7:15 a.m. 

Race begins at 7:30 a.m. 
                        Registration fee: $25 
 

    Race is sponsored by Little Sioux Valley Conservation Association.  
Registration and t-shirt pickup for the race will take place at the Prairie Heritage Cen-

ter from 6:30 until 7:15.  Pre-registration is encouraged. 
The race will be run on the trails around the center and on adjacent property. Be      

prepared for uneven surfaces. 
Awards will be given to the first place finisher in each age group (13 & Under,14-19,   

20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60 & over).  Awards ceremony will follow the run. 
Participation in this event is at “your own risk.” 
Make checks payable to the Little Sioux Valley Conservation Association. No refunds 

will be given. 
Registration received by August 1 will be guaranteed a t-shirt.  A limited supply of 

shirts may be available for sale on race day. 
Funds received will be used for the MAMMOTH statue and display. 

 
 
Entrant’s Name ________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip _________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number ____________ Email Address _________________ 

                       
Circle Age Group: 13& Under; 14-19; 20-29; 30-39; 40-49; 50-59; Over 60 
Circle: Male - Female 
Circle T-Shirt Size:   Adult: Sm – M – L – XL – 2XL  

     
I hereby agree not to hold the organizers, the O’Brien County Conservation Board, Little Sioux Valley Conservation Association, cities or gov-
ernment agencies, liable for any damages I may incur during my voluntary participation in this event.  I am entering at our own risk with the full 
understanding of the inherent dangers of running on trails.  I have read the foregoing release, understand its terms, and voluntarily signed this 
form. Please sign below. 
 
                         
 
Date                                     Entrant’s signature                  Signature of parent/guardian if entrant is under 18        

Mail registration to: 
Prairie Heritage Center 
4931 Yellow Ave 
Peterson IA  51047 
712-295-7200 
occb@iowatelecom.net 
www.prairieheritagecenter.org 

mailto:occb@iowatelecom.net


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Blacks Farm Store - Steel fence posts 
Judy Boggs - stone artifacts 
Sue Cullers - program supplies 
Darwin & Bev Dau - bell at Prairie Heritage Center 
Terry Hain - grass bales 
Brad & Nancy Miller - program supplies 
Modern Woodman & Del Walinga - Mill Creek playground 
               funds 
Dave  & Teresa Stoll - program supplies 
Gary Vander Sluis - firewood 
 
Volunteers for Events and Projects:  Sue Culler s,     
Margaret Dau, Theodore &  Caroline Letzring, Kathy 
Luedke 
 
Bench at Mill Creek Park: 
Philip Simm Memorial 
 
Bench at Dog Creek Park: 
In Memory of Marjorie Carnahan 
 
Quarterly Memorial Donations in Memory of: 
Joyce Bennett,  Edna Erichsen, Sam McCormack 
 
Monetary Donations: 
John Corcoran 
Carol Fries 
David & Vid Johnson 
Theodore & Caroline Letzring - Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Lyle & Kathy Luedke - Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Doug Negus 
Dan & Barb Mott 
Harvey & Marjean Westerman 
 
Monetary Donation Toward Mammoth Statue: 
In Memory of Larry Feldotto 
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New Furs to Feel 
 
Through the generosity of donors, new animal 
furs have been added to our education collection.  
The gray wolf made a big hit on its first day out 
at Village Northwest.  Many students at the 
Buena Vista County Field Day were amazed to 
learn that the mountain lion can leap over a    
basketball hoop.  The long tail on the pelt helped 
them understand how important the feature is in 
balancing.  The gray fox is one of the few       
species in canine family that can climb trees.  It 
feels very different when compared to the red 
fox.  Other pelts added include a rabbit, opossum 
and least weasel. 
 
A special thanks goes out to the O’Brien County 
Soil and Water Conservation Service and to Jon 
and Judy Bang for helping to support                  
environmental education!  These furs will impact  
the learning of many for years to come! 

Wish List 
Would you have any of these items to help 
with the Prairie Heritage Center and       
Conservation Board Programs? 
 
 *  Gunny Sacks 
 * Plastic storage tubs of all sizes 
 * Yard Sticks to be used for programs 
 * Binoculars or funds to purchase  
    binoculars 
 * Sponsorship of taxidermy  

The Little Sioux Valley Conservation Association is a Thrivent 
Choice organization.  We are grateful for the funds donated 
through Thrivent Financial and will use those funds to help  
develop new exhibits and programs. 
 
Currently money donated by this method will help to fund a life
-size mammoth statue to be installed at the Prairie Heritage 
Center.  Would you consider helping us with this MAMMOTH 
project? 



Bison Burger Picnic 
& Lawn Concert 
Tuesday, August 15 

From 5:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. 
 

Savor the taste of bison burgers  
& enjoy the music of the  

Bill Carpenter & Mel Kimblad! 
 

Plan to Attend! 


