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April 10, 2016 was spectacular day at the Prairie Heritage
Center! Over 300 people turned out to witness two
juvenile bald eagles being released back into the wild.
Both of the eagles had been injured in September after
being hit by vehicles. One eagle had been rescued from a
farm in Osceola County. The other young eagle was
found along the Cedar Wapsi Road in Black Hawk
County. Both raptors were taken to SOAR (Saving Our
Avian Resources) near Dedham, Iowa where their injuries
were cared for and the birds recovered their strength.

Osceola County eagle held by Kay Neuman, SOAR director

SOAR is a 501(c)(3) organization established in 1999. The organization is dedicated to saving
our avian resources through raptor rehabilitation, education, and research. You can learn more
about their mission and have an opportunity to support their work by visiting their website at
www.soarraptors.org. Clicking on the recent post regarding the Juvenile Bald Eagle Release will
give you some additional background information about these specific birds.
Each year SOAR provides care for over 200 birds. Most of these birds are impacted by human
activity in one way or another. Each patient recovers at its own pace. Before being released,
time spent in the flight pen insures that the bird can fend
for itself in the wild. Most releases are subdued and
low-key; so it was extra special that the release of these
two raptors could take place in such a public manner.
The O’Brien County Conservation Board naturalist played
a part in the rescue of the injured eagle from Osceola
County. It was a especially fulfilling to be able to take
part in the release of this bird as well.
Black Hawk County eagle being released by Dave Stoll.

Election Time is Here!
It is election time - not only on the national level - but also here in
our own county. Casting your vote for the president of the United
States matters. However, your vote really counts when it comes to a
local race. With multiple candidates running for the County Board
of Supervisors, it is important to understand your potential
supervisor’s stance on issues.
If conservation of natural resources is important to you, ask the candidates questions about how
they feel about the topic. If you like to camp, hunt, fish, or enjoy the outdoors, be sure that the
person you choose to represent you backs your issues as well. Are you concerned about things
such as windmills, pipelines, and economic development? See if your potential supervisor has the
same concerns that you do. YOU have an effect on your local government.
The County Conservation Board system in Iowa impacts quality of life and healthy lifestyles.
Annually conservation boards areas and programs across the state are used by over 24 million
visitors. This translates to over $531 million of annual economic impact. This is not only true in
other parts the state. This year in O’Brien County, I saw more hunters - both out-of-state and
in-state - using our public grounds than ever before. It isn’t just hunters who use these areas.
Outdoor recreation patrons use these spaces for bird watching, shed hunting, mushroom hunting
and a variety of other hobbies. All of these opportunities bring visitors to O’Brien County and
contribute to the quality of life of the people who live here. The camping cabins are getting full,
and we are looking forward to a busy camping season. Visitors from around the country stop at the
Prairie Heritage Center and take advantage of our educational and recreational programming.
This year on June 7 get out and vote for your choice for supervisor
candidate at your primary election. Consider the effect that our
generation has on the environment and by voting take a stance on what
we can do in the future. The land that we live on may be owned by us,
but it belongs to our children and grandchildren. Take a stand with your
vote!

Terry Boltjes, Director

We abuse the land because we see it as a commodity belonging to us. When we see
land as a commodity to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and
respect. “
Aldo Leopold

O’Brien County Conservation Board - (712) 295-7200
occb@iowatelecom.net
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Spring and summer are glorious times on the tallgrass prairie! Every few days
new flowers emerge. Birds are returning to their breeding areas. Pollinators
are in action. This is a great time to plan a visit to the Prairie Heritage Center.
Hike the trails and take in the sites and sounds of the season!
Next time you are at the center, be sure to head to the lower level.
The Earth, Moon and Stars exhibit will be on display until
August. There is something for everyone. Adults will enjoy
learning some fast facts, while children (and young at heart) take
part in plenty of hands-on learning. From dressing like an
astronaut to sorting moon phases, there are many creative ways to
absorb information while playing! You won’t want to miss it!
Beginning in August and running through December, the exhibit
on display will be called “Tell Me a Story.” There will be much to learn through the theme of
children’s literature. You can even learn the story of the Prairie Heritage Center!
The center is celebrating a milestone this year! It’s hard to believe, but the
Prairie Heritage Center turns 10 this year! It was through the support of you
that we have come this far. Throughout this year, there will be several
opportunities for you to contribute to future projects. One unique way for
you to take part in the fun-draising to purchase a punch card. Purchase a
card for $10 and attend 10 events hosted by the conservation board. When your
card is full, you will be entered into a drawing for a two night stay at a 6-person
cabin at Dog Creek Park. Pick up your card at any of our events.
Consider purchasing a raffle ticket to enter into a drawing for
this beautiful 10th anniversary commemorative quilt. Proceeds
from this handcrafted quilt will go towards future projects at
the center. Tickets can be purchased from the Prairie Heritage
Center from now through December 30th.

Watch for other chances to celebrate with us and for other ways
for you to become involved with funding for our future. It is
through your generosity and involvement that we have come
this far. You will be a key part of our exciting future!

Hours: Wednesday - Friday - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday - 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Need information? See our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org
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Saturday, May 14 - Various Times and Locations - W ings and W etlands Festival
See the article on page 7 for more information about this multi-county event and the local schedule.
Thursday, May 19 at 7:00 p.m. - Setting Sun Hike - Dog Creek Park
Meet at the parking lot on the south side of the lake for a stroll along the roadway and prairie paths.
Sunday, May 22 at 2:00 p.m. - Exploring Catsteps and K ames - Waterman Prairie South
Here is another opportunity to learn more about our glacial history. Meet at
Waterman Prairie South on Wilson Avenue. Wear appropriate footwear as we will be
hiking over rough terrain.
Tuesday, May 24 at 6:30 p.m - W ildflower W alk - Meet at the Prairie Heritage Center
Celebrate Iowa Wildflower Week with an evening hike looking for flowers. Meet at the center.
We will carpool to a woodland location and then finish up on the prairie by the center.
Check the article on page 6 of this newsletter for opportunities to take part in
butterfly surveys and for Movie on the Beach dates!
Wednesday, June 8 from 8:30 - 11:00 a.m. - Beginning Birding - Mill Creek Park
Youths ages 8 through 12 are invited to learn more about birds and birding. Learn some identification tips
and then put them to use.
Thursday, June 9 at 7:00 p.m. - Bonnie and Clyde - Prairie Heritage Center
Join renowned historian Rod Stanley as he shares tales about Bonnie and Clyde’s adventures in Iowa!
Tuesday & Wednesday, June 14 & 15 beginning at 9:00 - Outdoor Fun Camp Mill Creek Park
Youths ages 10 through 16 can enjoy two days of fishing, water recreation and
land-based fun. This camp is a joint program with O’Brien County Extension.
Contact them at 712-957-5045 to register.
Thursday, June 16 at 6:30 p.m. - Can Y ou Canoe, K ayak and Paddleboard Mill Creek Park
Come out to the beach at Mill Creek Park to try out these water recreation vessels. Learn the basics;
then hit the water to give it a try.
Sunday, June 19 at 6:00 p.m. - Concert on the Prairie - Prairie Heritage Center
Celebrate with your DAD! Bring a picnic supper out the center and enjoy an outdoor evening
concert by traveling musician, William Borg Schmitt.
Tuesday, June 21 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. - Glacial Trail Byway’s Event - Prairie Heritage Center
Here’s your chance to learn more about the local byway and give your input. See more on page 6.
Thursday, June 23 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. - Earth Rocks - Douma Park
Youth ages 5 through 12 get ready to rock! Learn about the rock cycle, fossils, gems
and geodes.
Monday, June 27 at 6:30 p.m. - Can Y ou Canoe, K ayak and Paddleboard II - Mill Creek Park
If you missed the earlier opportunity or you want another chance to recreate on the water, meet
at the beach at Mill Creek.
Thursday, July 7 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. - “STAR”ring Our Closest Neighbor - Mill Creek Park
Youths ages 4 through 8 can learn about astronomy with games, activities and crafts.
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Saturday, July 9 at 10:00 a.m. - W ade the W aterman - Meet at the Prairie Heritage Center
Cool your feet on a summer morning and see what you can find on the sandbars of
Waterman Creek. We will be carpooling to the location.
Tuesday, July 12 at 6:30 p.m. - Pioneer Picnic - Prairie Heritage Center
Bring a picnic supper out to the center. Learn about pioneers and play a few pioneer games as the
sun sets on the hills.
Wednesday, July 13 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. - Native Skills - Prairie Heritage Center
Youth ages 8 through 12 can try their hand at various skills such s flint knapping, cording and pottery
PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED! Call the center at 712-295-7200.
Thursday, July 21 at 7:00 p.m. - W ildflower W ander - Prairie Heritage Center
Take a stroll in the cool of the evening to see what’s in bloom in the summer.
Visit us at the O’Brien County Fair on July 25 - 27!
Tuesday, August 2 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. - Shooting Sports Camp - Prairie Heritage Center
Youths ages 10 and up can experience air rifle, archery and more. This camp is a joint program
with O’Brien County Extension. Contact them at 712-957-5045 to register.
Thursday, August 4 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. - Survival Camp - Dog Creek Park
Youths ages 9 through 11 meet at the shelter by the beach to learn some basic survival activities such as
GPS, fire starting and shelter building. PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED! Call 712-295-7200.

Friday & Saturday, August 5 & 6 beginning at 9:00 a.m. - Four County Float - Various Locations
See the article on page 7 for more information.
Thursday, August 11 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. - Survival Camp II Prairie Heritage Center
Youths ages 12 –through 14 will go more into depth with wild edibles,
shelter building, fire starting and more! PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED!
Call 712-295-7200.
Saturday, August 13 beginning at 7:30 a.m - Bison Stampede - Prairie Heritage Center
Start training now for a trail type road race. Proceeds from this 10th anniversary event will help
with future projects at the center. Watch for more information in the local media.
Tuesday, August 16 from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. - Bison Burger Picnic and Lawn Concert Prairie Heritage Center
Save the date and join us for this annual fundraising event. Musicians Bill Carpenter
and Mel Kimblad will provide the entertainment while you eat and visit with friends.
This 10th anniversary event will be the highlight of the year!

5

Special Summer Programming
Butterfly Surveys

Take part in a citizen science project which provides important butterfly data on a local,
statewide and national level. A training session for the Iowa Butterfly Survey Network was
held in March. Whether you attended the training or not, you are welcome to join the
naturalist as surveys are completed on two local routes. Through this guided practice, you can
learn about the process and may even be interested in volunteering to survey a route of your
own choosing.
Following are a list of dates and times for the surveys. Meet at the Prairie Heritage Center as both survey loops will
begin from that location. PLEASE call ahead or check our Facebook page on the dates listed to be sure that weather
conditions are favorable for the survey.









Saturday, May 14 at 1:00 p.m.
Monday, June 6 at 12:00 p.m.
Monday, June 13 at 2:00 p.m.
Sunday, June 19 at 2:00 p.m.
Friday, June 24 at 9:00 a.m.
Thursday, July 7 at 3:00 p.m.
Thursday, July 21 at 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday, August 10 at 4:00 p.m.

Movies on the Beach

Relive the days of the drive-in movie theater. In this case, you can
bring your lawn chair or blanket and head out to the beach at Mill
Creek Park. Enjoy a summer movie with friends!
All events will take place at dark, weather permitting.
 Saturday, June 11
 Saturday, July 16
 Saturday, August 20

Glacial Trail Scenic Byway
YOUR input is welcome!! The Glacial Trail Scenic Byway Board will be
meeting with professionals from the nationally recognized Schmeeckle
Reserve on Tuesday, June 21 at 5:30 p.m. at the Prairie Heritage Center.
As part of a statewide effort to create Interpretive Master Plans for all
eleven of the scenic byways within the state, these professionals are
coming to each of the byway locations to meet with interested citizens.
This is YOUR opportunity to learn more about the byway and to give
YOUR input on how to draw visitors to our region. This dynamic team has
worked on prestigious projects such as the master plan for Route 66 and
other byways throughout the country.
Whether you represent a city, local business, chamber of commerce or are
even a resident who wants to take part in a lively brainstorming session,
you are welcome to attend, listen and contribute YOUR ideas!
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The Wings and Wetlands Festival is an annual event held
throughout the counties of Clay, Dickinson, O’Brien, and Palo Alto.
This year marks the 21st anniversary of the partnership of these northwest Iowa counties. Over the years
swan releases, bird hikes, canoe events, wildflower walks and more have engaged hundreds of Iowans in
experiencing the wonders of birds and their habitats.
Most of the events for the festival in O’Brien County will be held on Saturday, May 14. The “Trumpeter
Swan” program will be the exception. Come out to Mill Creek Park on Friday, May 13 at 5:30 p.m. to
get up close and personal with a live juvenile swan. This avian ambassador can help you understand why
caring for wetlands is important!
On Saturday morning, May 14 begin your day with a light breakfast at the Prairie Heritage Center. Then
hit the trail in search of migrating songbirds. On a short walk to the river, you will spot many birds on
the list. The group will then carpool to Wanata Park in Peterson to take part in some woodland birding.
Meet at the Prairie Heritage Center at 7:30 a.m.
At 11:00 join in to “Create-a Craft” at the Prairie Heritage Center. Crafts on the list will be willow fish,
stick dragonflies, and yarn butterflies. Take part in the Butterfly Survey walk at 1:00 p.m. We will start
at the Prairie Heritage Center. Finally, at 4:00 p.m., meet at the center to learn about “Nature’s Chorus”
of frogs and toads.
Celebrate SPRING with this event!

Four County Float
Hit the Little Sioux River for a float through four counties on
either Friday, August 5 or Saturday, August 6 or BOTH! Enjoy
floating along taking in the scenery and wildlife with friends,
family, an archaeologist and four county naturalists.
Day 1: Linn Grove Dam to Wanata Park in Peterson
Day 2: Prairie Heritage Center to Martins Access
Each day the float begins at 9:00 a.m. Bring your own water
vessel or rent one for the day for $10. You must register for the
event by contacting the Cherokee County Conservation Board at
www.cherokeecountyparks.com or by calling 712-225-6709.
Registration is required by August 1, 2016 and space is limited. The float will be cancelled if the weather is inclement or if the water conditions are not suitable by August 1.
This program is jointly sponsored by the Buena Vista, Cherokee, Clay and O’Brien County Conservation
Boards as well as Sanford Museum and the Little Sioux Watershed Conservation Project.
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Camping Season
The long awaited camping season has arrived! Pull out
those campers and dust off the tents! Get ready to enjoy
a summer of relaxing afternoons in the shade and
peaceful evenings by the crackling campfire.
Bob and Vickie Ruden will again be the campground
hosts at Mill Creek Park. They are excited to welcome
friends from past season and new acquaintances to the
park! Daryl Ebel will be the first of the three
campground hosts for the season at Dog Creek Park.

New Fishing Location
Are you looking for a new place to fish? Check out
the most recent addition to Mill Creek Park. This
fishing jetty was completed in mid-April and will be
a hot spot for anglers this summer.
The jetty allows sport fishing to occur in the deepest
part of the lake without need for a boat! Shoreline
access to the deepest water may make it possible to
catch catfish from this spot! Large rocks below the
surface of the water provide excellent fish habitat.
Crevices within rocks are homes for aquatic insects
which then attract and hold the bass and other fish
species close to the jetty. Flowing water through
the lake provides a nutrient stream near the jetty
which will also attract fish.

Grab your fishing gear and
try out this new spot!

Campground Hosts Wanted
The Conservation Board is looking for people
interested in serving as the campground host at
Dog Creek Park.

All four of the campgrounds opened April 29 and will
remain open through October 3. Remember that all sites
are used on a first-come first-serve basis. To occupy a
site, there must be at least a TENT staked in four corners
and a paid tag on the post. Sites may be used for 14
consecutive nights. Dog Creek South is the only
location for extended camping. At this camp area,
patrons may stay in the site beyond the two week limit.
Camping coupon books for Mill Creek and Dog Creek
Parks are available from the park rangers and the
campground hosts.
The camping cabins are filling up; however, there is
some availability especially at Dog Creek Park. Call
the conservation board office to check on openings.
Remember that reservations may be made one calendar
year in advance. Plan ahead to save your dates. The six
person cabins will be open until October 3 and the
twelve person cabins can be reserved through January 1.
No tents are allowed at the cabin locations.
The renovated lodge at Mill Creek is a wonderful place
for family gatherings. This location is available until
October 16 for this season. Reservations can be made
by calling the conservation board.
Stay with us this summer!

This year in an effort to try something new, the
board will be looking for several people to fill a
the role for a shorter 7-8 week period. There are
currently openings for the periods from
June 20 - August 14 and from
August 15 - October 2.
If you are interested in learning more about this
opportunity, please contact the
Conservation Board at 712-295-7200.
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FISHING
HOT
SPOTS
Dog Creek Park has become a fishing hotspot
this spring! Four years ago Dog Creek Lake
was renovated to remove the large amounts of
carp from within the lake. Sport fishing has
returned to its robust levels with sizeable bass
and bluegill. Fish have been biting already this
spring, and the lake is a popular for area
anglers.
Mill Creek Lake fishing maps have been created
which show the locations of habitat structures.
You can download this map by visiting our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org and clicking
on the newsletter and brochure tab.

PLANT ALLIUMS FOR
POLLINATORS!
Are you looking for a new plant to try in your
garden this year? Consider growing alliums!
With over 750 species to choose from and plant
hardiness in zones 3-9, there are plenty of options
for your flower bed.
Alliums are part of the onion family. There are a
variety of colors of pom-pom shaped flowers. The
plants spread from bulbs; so there is little invasive
threat.
Rabbits, rodents and deer don’t like the plant
because of the strong scent that it emits when
stepped on or chewed. The plant is odorless until
the cell walls are broken, and then they give off a
pungent odor and bitter taste.
The best feature of this plant is its ability to
provide sweet nectar that is highly attractive to
bees, butterflies and other pollinators.
You may want to consider using alliums as a
companion plant in your garden. Not only will
the plant deter pests from entering the space, the
pollinators will come to visit your garden
vegetables as well!

Crazy Eagle!
Just when you are sure that you have seen everything … something strange
happens. Director Terry Boltjes saw a juvenile eagle flying overhead with
what looked like a large snake clutched in its talons. As he was about to take
a picture of the bird with its prey, the raptor dropped its prize and flew away.
Much to the surprise of everyone, the young bird did not have a snake but, rather, was holding a nice
sized antler shed! This could be one of the most unique way to shed hunt!
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Mushroom Magic!
Oh - that special season has arrived! For
mushroom hunters, now is the time to get out and
search for those tasty tidbits.

The season of new birth is here, and baby animals can
be seen everywhere! Please remember that baby
wildlife RARELY needs your help. Often, through
good intentions, these young ones are separated from
their parents.
Baby wildlife is rarely abandoned in nature. Most often
mothers leave their young unattended for hours. Even in
the case that one parent dies, the remaining parent can
still ably take care of the offspring. With many common
animals, seeing a dead adult in the area is no indication
that it is the parent of the baby found.

Baby animals do not need to be protected from natural
dangers in their lives. Dogs, cats, cars and streets are
obstacles that they will deal with for the rest of their
lives.
Wild animals also do not abandon their babies due to the
smell of humans. If a baby bird that is found on the
ground still has skin visible or has downy feathers, place
it back into the nest. Most birds have no sense of smell,
and even mammals that smell well will not abandon
their maternal instinct despite human scent.

Here’s a few tips for those who want to start a
new - and delicious - hobby.
 Morels are fickle little plants that want things
just right when it comes to temperature. Days
around 60° and nights around 40° are the
perfect temperatures to get them popping. Soil
temps between 40-50° are also ideal.
 Remember slopes facing the sun warm up
quicker and are the first place to find these
treats.
 If you can identify trees - with and without
leaves - elm, ash, and poplar are excellent
morel partners.
 Areas with loamy soil that is well drained tend
to be good places in which to look.
 Get out right after a warm spring rain for great
hunting.
These delightful decomposers can pop up
anywhere; so these are only general hunting
guidelines.
Get out and enjoy the spring weather while
hunting. Bring your camera for great pictures, and
remember to check for ticks! Also, it is a wise
idea to wear brightly colored orange apparel when
mushroom hunting. You will be sharing the
outdoor spaces with turkey hunters.

Finally, baby animals will never be able to receive the
same quality care from a human as they can get from
their own parents. Human intervention should be the
LAST resort and used only if the baby has NO chance
of surviving in the wild.
Check your mailing label to be sure the address is correct. Please let us know if any changes should be made.
If you would like to receive the Little Sioux Wanderings free of charge, please send your name and physical or
email address to Naturalist, 4931 Yellow Ave, Peterson IA 51047. The newsletter is also available via email.
See our web site at www.prairieheritagecenter.org to check out the newsletter or subscribe via email.
Environmental Protection Agency: 712-336-1840
Conservation Officers: John Sells: 712-260-1019
Joe Yarkosky: 712-2460-1004
TIP (Turn In Poachers): 1-800-532-2020

The O’Brien County Conservation Board does not discriminate against anyone on the
basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin, age or handicap. If anyone believes that
he or she has been subjected to such a discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with either the O’Brien County Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Opportunity,
U.S. Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240
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Julie Grubishich - Program Supplies
Todd & Lisa Heck - Skulls
Duane & Lucille Kent - Canada Goose Mount
Arlene Roemmich - Storage Tubs

Our volunteers are the BEST!! We want to
recognize all of the time and effort that these
generous people offer to our organization. When
you see them working at an event or staffing the
center on the weekend, please join us in
expressing gratitude for all of their time and
talents.























Jon & Judy Bang
Sue Cullers
Margaret Dau
Maxine Ewoldt
Duane & Rosemary Jalas
Darin Johnson
Theodore & Caroline Letzring
Lyle & Kathy Luedke
Lesa Manning
Bruce & Georgeann Morrison
Ken & Bev Orthmann
Luelle Phelps
Doris Rausch
Arlene Roemmich
Dave Schroeder
Judy Schultz
Dave & Teresa Stoll
Nancy Tjossem
Dotty Trost
Paul & Kathy Unterbrink
Dorothy Wagner
Beth Wilson

Volunteers at Events: J on & J udy Bang, Sue Culler s,
Margaret Dau, Theodore & Caroline Letzring, Kathy
Luedke, Arlene Roemmich, Dave & Teresa Stoll
Quarterly Memorial Donations in Memory of:
Leonard Amendt
Marj Barnes
Monetary Donation in Honor of:
Tim & Linda Jones
Lee Schoenewe
Monetary Donations:
Gary Holck
Doug Negus

Wish List

Would you have any of these items to help
with the Prairie Heritage Center and
Conservation Board Programs?
* Needles with large eyes for
threading yarn
* Plastic storage tubs of all sizes
* Outlet safety covers
* Craft foam sheets and shapes
* Dress up clothes or tin dishes for the
covered wagon
* Bedsheets - can be old, will be used
for spear targets
* Fabric markers
* Craft (Popsicle) Sticks

If you are interested in joining our team, we
would love to have you! You can staff the center
on weekends, assist with events, lend a hand
with a field trip, help with outdoor chores like
weeding or planting, join in with activities such
as newsletter folding, butterfly surveys or
invasive species removal. The list is long and
many hands make the work more fun!
Learn more about these opportunities by
contacting us!
11

Hold the Date!
Bison Burger Picnic
& Lawn Concert
Tuesday, August 16
5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Make plans to attend!!

