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Waterman Prairie Addition Project
The newly acquired Waterman Prairie Addition, adjacent to the Prairie Heritage, is an excellent example of prairie management in practice. For landowners interested in a prairie project on their own
property, this recent planting provides a visual example of the process.
In 2010, the land was converted from farm land to CRP. A mixture of prairie grasses and forbes
(wildflowers) was planted. It is important to use quality native seed, have a firmly packed seed bed,
and plant the seed shallow. Native seeds require good seed to soil contact. For the first few years,
weed control is key as the young prairie plants establish their root system. Mowing regularly in the
early stages allows the young native plants to outcompete the cool season grasses.
A mowed grass path surrounds the Waterman Wildlife Addition. This edge of cool season grass
holds no above ground fuel; so it acts as a fire barrier during prescribed burns. Now that the prairie
has been established, the piece will enter into a four-year cycle of burning. This management practice
reduces invasive species, opens seeds of native plants, and allows nutrients to be released into the
soil. Food plots have been planted on this land parcel as a means of improving wildlife habitat.
This winter, Conservation Board staff made a significant change on the landscape by removing a row
of trees in the former waterway. This management practice really opened the area making it more
appealing for grassland birds. You can see in these progressive pictures what a difference this
change made on the view!
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Transformations
Camping expectations have come a long way over the years!
Take a look at some of the “cutting edge” campers from 1964 …

A “pop-out” camper
had a completely
different meaning in
the past!

When Mill Creek and Dog Creek Parks were
developed in the 1970’s, the parks were designed to
accommodate tents and RV such as these. The sites
provided ample space compared to the size of the
vehicles and camping needs at the time.
Through the years, the needs of the camping public
have changed.
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Current RV’s have grown in size and include multiple slide outs and all the comforts of home. The
campgrounds were not designed to hold these houses on wheels!

Through the years, the County Conservation Board has strived to keep up with changing needs. In 2009,
Mill Creek Park was updated to include 50 AMP service as well as internet and cable TV. In 2014, Dog
Creek Park South was upgraded with rural water connections as well as sewer connections to 5 sites.
Camping cabin construction has followed a similar pattern. The first camping cabins constructed sleep
6 people with no indoor plumbing. These cabins were “top of the line” when constructed in the 1980’s
but have since been surpassed by the 12 person cabins which include a full kitchen and bath.

This year will bring new changes to Dog Creek Park. The
Conservation Board is making plans to construct a bin
shaped cabin which would sleep up to 18 people! This new
cabin type will continue to keep O’Brien County’s parks on
the cutting edge of meeting the changing needs of our patrons.
We have been glad to have you with us on this journey and
encourage you to continue to support us as we move forward into the next step in outdoor recreation hospitality.

Terry Boltjes, Director
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Spring will be arriving soon. The prairie will burst back into life
after the winter season of dormancy. A common sight in the spring
is a plume of smoke rising from the landscape. Fire is key to a
healthy prairie ecosystem. Fire releases nutrients from the above
ground biomass to fertilize the soil. The blackened earth stimulates new plant growth. Some prairie seeds need fire to stimulate
growth, and fire reduces the growth of invasive species. This year
several areas around the center will undergo prescribed burn. Stop
by the center to see this management practice in action.
The first of the prairie flowers to bloom in the spring is the pasque flower.
Found from Alaska through the midsection of the country, the flower is the
harbinger of spring. Native people would celebrate its arrival with song.
Found on dry, south facing slopes, these blooms can cover the hillside.
Waterman Prairie South and Dog Creek Park South are excellent places to
search for the flower. Join the naturalist on Sunday, April 12 for the
annual Pasque Flower walk. Then, keep your eye out for the parade of
prairie flowers which follow throughout the year!

Several special birding events are planned over the next several months.
At the Bald Eagle Watch on March 7, the Waterman Prairie Area was
designated as a Bird Conservation Area. See more about this
celebration on page 8 of this newsletter. On March 26, an opportunity
to build your own birdhouse will be held. April 21, Al Batt - a writer,
speaker, storyteller and humorist - will be presenting an entertaining
talk at the Prairie Heritage Center. He is a columnist for Bird Watcher’s
Digest as well as a popular nationally syndicated cartoonist. May 9 is
the 20th annual Wings and Wetlands festival! Make plans to enjoy a day watching birds!
What would spring be without the excitement of a newborn! Once May comes,
all eyes are on the prairie each morning as the staff arrives at the center. We
eagerly search for a little reddish bundle lying in the grass to let us know that the
season is “official!”

Hours: Wednesday - Friday - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday - 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Need information? See our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org
4

Saturday, March 14 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - Traditions in Trapping/Big Bucks– Prairie Heritage Center
Check out the article on page 7 of this newsletter for more information
Thursday, March 26 at 6:30 p.m. - Building for Birds - Prairie Heritage Center
Many of our breeding birds are making their way back to our area. Make a bird house
to take home with you to welcome the travelers back to your neighborhood!
Thursday, April 2 at 5:00 p.m. - A Different K ind of Egg Hunt - Prairie Heritage Center
Get into the mood for spring with this technological twist on a seasonal classic.
Sunday, April 12 at 2:00 p.m. - Pasque Flower W alk –Waterman Prairie South
Meet at the parking lot for a walk through this fabulous prairie in search of the first wildflower of spring.
Monday, April 13 at 7:00 p.m. - Animals - Stranger than Fiction - Prairie Heritage Center
Zoology students from Buena Vista University will share this family friendly presentation.
Wednesday, April 15 at 7:00 p.m. - Flames and Flowers - Prairie Heritage Center
Learn about the power of the prairie fire and the impact that it has on plants.
Tuesday, April 21 at 7:00 p.m. - Bird Tales - Prairie Heritage Center
Join Al Batt - a nationally syndicated cartoonist and humorist as he regales you with bird stories!
Sunday, April 26 at 2:00 p.m. - Animal Adaptations – Prairie Heritage Center
Buena Vista University Zoology students will bring interactive activity to engage people of all ages
with a creative look at how animals exist within their ecosystems.

Thursday, May 7 at 6:00 p.m. - Trumpet the Cause - Mill Creek Park
Take advantage of this opportunity to see a LIVE trumpeter swan! Learn about
wetland restoration efforts in Iowa and how these efforts affect water around the globe.
Saturday, May 9 throughout the day at various locations - W ings and W etlands Festival
See more about these events on page 6 of this newsletter.
Tuesday, May 19 at 6:30 p.m. - W ildflower W alk - Prairie Heritage Center
Enjoy an evening stroll on the trail to see what flowers have burst into bloom.
Wednesday, May 27 at 6:30 p.m. - Stop the Invasion - Prairie Heritage Center
Learn about invasive species which are sneaking into the state and what you can do to help prevent
their spread.

Wednesday, June 3 at 7:00 a.m. - W ake Up with the Sun - Prairie Heritage Center
Get up early and see what is happening in the cool morning prairie.
Tuesday, June 9 from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. - Fabulous Fish - Mill Creek Park
Youth ages 5 - 12 are invited to spend the morning learning about fish and fishing. Activities
include games, crafts and a snack as well as time spent with a pole in hand!
Thursday, June 11 at 6:30 p.m. - Can Y ou Canoe and K ayak - Mill Creek Park
This popular event gives people of all ages an opportunity to learn a new skill. Youth under 12
will need to be accompanied by an adult.
Thursday, June 25 at 6:00 p.m. - Pioneer Pastimes - Prairie Heritage Center
Bring your own picnic supper and spend some time in the past as you explore pioneer life.
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CONSERVATION SERIES
Each year during the first three months of the year, the Conservation Board teams up with local libraries to
bring programming to your community! Programs are designed for all ages and last approximately one
hour. Come to one of your local libraries for the final program in the library series for 2015.

MARCH – “Where Does It Go From Here?”
How far away do the choices that you make have an impact? Does the plastic bag that skitters past
you on the sidewalk really make a difference? Can decisions made in Iowa really affect the ocean
over a 1,000 miles away? This presentation will direct your attention to the way water travels, what
it carries with it and how we can make changes to “clean up” our act!
Thursday, March 12 at 2:00 p.m. - Sanborn Library
Monday, March 23 at 7:00 p.m. - Sheldon Library
Tuesday, March 24 at 2:00 p.m. - Paullina Library
Wednesday, March 25 at 3:00 p.m. - Hartley Library
Thursday, March 26 at 2:00 p.m. - Primghar Library

The Wings and Wetlands Festival is an annual event held
throughout the counties of
Dickinson, Emmet, Kossuth, O’Brien, Clay and Palo Alto.
Special activities are planned to celebrate the return of spring.
This year marks the 20th anniversary of the partnership of these six northwest Iowa counties.
Over the years swan releases, bird hikes, canoe events, wildflower walks and more have engaged
hundreds of Iowans in experiencing the wonders of birds and their habitats.
Most of the events for the festival in O’Brien County will be held on Saturday, May 9. The Trumpeter Swan program will be the exception. Come out to Mill Creek Park on Thursday, May 7 to
get up close and personal with a live juvenile swan. This avian ambassador can help you understand why caring for wetlands is important!
On Saturday morning, May 10, begin your day with a light breakfast at the Prairie
Heritage Center. Then hit the trail in search of migrating songbirds. On a short
walk to the river, you will spot many birds on the list. The group will then carpool to Wanata Park in Peterson to take part in some woodland birding. Meet at
the Prairie Heritage Center at 7:30 a.m.
Take a hike at 2:00 p.m. Join in a carpool to a woodland, wetland and prairie.
Look for wildflowers and enjoy the sights and sounds of spring.
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Celebrate SPRING with this event!

Traditions in
Trapping &
Big Bucks Event
Saturday, March 14
The O’Brien County Conservation Board is offering a new twist to the biennual outdoor
sporting event hosted at the Prairie Heritage Center. This year the topic will focus on
trapping.
The “Traditions in Trapping & Big Bucks” event will be held on Saturday, March 14 at the
Prairie Heritage Center from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. This event should be of interest to
the novice and experienced trapper as well as provide an introduction to the sport for those
people interested in learning more.
The doors will open at 9:00 a.m. Hunters who have a special buck are invited to bring their
mounts to the center for display. From 9:00 – 10:00, staff will be accepting these trophies
and displaying them for all to see on the walls in the center’s lower level. This year the
mounts will be for display only with no measurement or contest being offered. This is a
great opportunity to show off your latest prize!
Three special seminars are planned for the day. At 10:00, Road Runner Snare will be giving
a demonstration. Lunch will be available for sale by the O’Brien County Pheasants Forever
from 11:30 until 12:30. At 1:00, Gene Purdy will give a demonstration about raccoons
including information on both land and water trapping. Finally at 2:30, a representative from
Dakotaline trapping will give a presentation.
Also planned for the day, several vendors will have items for display and sale in the lower
level of the center. Stop by to check out their tables. A collection of antique traps will be
available for viewing. There will be games and activities for youth. A raffle drawing for
trapping equipment will be held. The winners will be announced at 4:00 p.m., but you need
not be present to win.
Come out for part of the day or spend the entire day at the center learning about the outdoor
sport of trapping.

Support Conservation in O’Brien County
O’Brien County Sportsmen’s Club Banquet
March 28, 2015
O’Brien County Pheasants Forever Banquet
April 11, 2015
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Bird Conservation Area
On March 7, the Waterman Prairie Bird Conservation Area (BCA) became the 20th such area in
Iowa. The Waterman Prairie Area and Little Sioux River Watershed provide prime grassland bird
habitat. Already 253 different species have been documented in the 68,000 acres of land. At least
108 of these species nest in the area. Nearly 1/3 of the land mass is grassland and provides key
nesting habitat for birds such as the upland sandpiper, northern harrier, bobolink, and American
woodcock. It is an important area for game birds such as ring necked pheasants. The area also
provides important migratory stopover space for numerous species suffering nationwide declines.
This BCA is an example of the excellent teamwork of conservation agencies working together for
the common cause of providing key habitat for birds. State, federal and county conservation
agencies have worked together with private conservation organizations and private land owners on
this joint mission.
In addition to providing much needed bird habitat, this venture also improves the local economy.
Wildlife watching is now a $318 million industry in Iowa. Since 2011, wildlife watching has
brought more money into the state than hunting. The BCA designation will attract bird enthusiasts
to the area spurring the growth of the local tourism economy and will ultimately encourage more
investments in local bird conservation.
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Turkey Season is Coming Soon
The Eastern Wild Turkey offers one of the most challenging
hunting experiences of all of the game species in Iowa. Richard
Bishop, an Iowa wildlife biologist, once stated, “Their eyesight is
keen. Their vision is extraordinary. If they could smell you could
never kill one.” This statement was made in 1979 as the wild
turkey hunting was just opening up in the state after a successful
reintroduction process. It holds true today. The survival instincts
are so highly developed among adult gobblers that they are one of
the most sought after of all North American game species.
Wild turkeys were complete extirpated from Iowa in 1910. An aggressive reintroduction project
began in 1965 which brought about a dramatic reversal. Between 1965 and 2001, turkeys were
introduced to 86 counties and 260 sites in Iowa. This restoration project was paid for by Iowa
sportsman through revenues from the sale of hunting and fishing license as well as an excise tax on the
sale of arms and ammunition. The National Turkey Federation also assisted with the project.
Turkeys adapted so well to habitat conditions in Iowa that by 1980, the Iowa DNR started trading
turkeys with 11 other states and one Canadian province to bring back other extirpated species such as
prairie chickens, ruffed grouse, river otters, and sharp-tail grouse.
Season dates for 2015 are:
Youth Season - April 4 through 12; Season 1 - April 13 through 16; Season 2 - April 17 through 21;
Season 3 - April 22 through 28; Season 4 - April 29 through May 17.

Protecting Iowa’s Future
Iowa’s legislators are currently considering the opportunity to fulfill the
pledge made to Iowans in 2010 to fund the Natural Resources and
Outdoor Recreation Trust. This fund significantly impacts the quality of
life of all Iowans by improving water quality in our lakes, rivers and
streams; providing widespread access to outdoor recreation; and
benefiting fish and wildlife populations.
In 2010, 90% of the General Assembly legislators voted to refer the IWILL amendment to ballot,
and 63% of the Iowa voters supported the creation of the Trust fund. The process has now entered
the next step as trust fund advocates seek to obtain 3/10 of 1% of the next state sales tax increase.
Funding this Trust fund will provide permanent, reliable, dedicated and accountable funding for the
protection of water quality, agriculture soils, and natural areas. The fund will allocate 33% of the
money to voluntary soil and water conservation practices and partnerships.
In addition to the benefits for land stewardship, outdoor recreation provides real economic benefits
to Iowa communities - especially rural communities like Northwest Iowa . Hunting, fishing and
wildlife watching generates $1.54 billion/year in Iowa. This includes $974 million in local retail
sales and supports 17,800 jobs. Visits to parks, lakes and trails adds an additional $2.63 billion of
spending. These opportunities not only are important to people currently living in the state but these
quality of life issues are critical to recruiting and retaining future state residents.

Do your part to protect Iowa’s Future by supporting the Iowa Water and Land Legacy!
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Save the Date for Summer
Youth Activities
Plan ahead for summer fun. These events are
specifically targeting youth . Spend time outdoors!







June 25 & 26 - “Outdoor Camp” at Mill Creek
in partnership with O’Brien County Extension
July 1 - “ZOMBIE Camp” at the Prairie
Heritage Center

July 7 - “Uncovering Geofacts” at the Prairie
Heritage Center
August 1 - “Wade the
Waterman” will meet at
the Prairie Heritage
Center
August 4 - “Dynamic
Dinosaurs” at Hills Park
in Sheldon

2015 Camping Fees Update
12 Person Cabin - Mill Creek
$100/night Sun - Thurs $120/night - Fri/Sat/Holidays
$675 - Weekly rate
6 Person Cabin - Mill Creek & Dog Creek
$40/night Sun - Thurs
$45/night - Fri/Sat/Holidays
$ 245 - Weekly rate
Mill Creek Lodge $75/day with $25 returned if the lodge is cleaned

Camping Season Opens May 1!
Snow and sub-zero temps have not been gone long
from our memories, but the Conservation Board is
already gearing up for all of the excitement of spring.
The spring prairie management season is nearly here
and the full camping season follows right behind.
We are looking forward to having visitors back in the
parks camping, swimming, and spending time
outdoors.
One of the special services that Mill Creek and Dog
Creek Parks have to offer is that of the campground
hosts. These people are there to answer questions and
assist campers as well as aiding the park rangers with
some duties. We are welcoming two veteran crews
back to our parks.
Bob and Vickie Ruden will be returning to Mill Creek
Park as the hosts for the summer. They have been
with us for seven summers and have done an excellent
job. They are a valuable asset to conservation board
operations.
Darwin and Marlene Kots will be returning to Dog
Creek Park, We look forward to working with them
again this year!

Spend time in our parks
this summer!!!

Cabin stays require a two night minimum stay.
Cabins fill quickly. Plan ahead.
You may book a cabin one calendar year in advance.
Call 295-7200 for cabin or lodge reservations.
Campground Fees Mill Creek - $20 Dog Creek - $15
Douma - $12
Tjossem - $12
Camping Coupons Book of 10 at Mill Creek - $175
Camping Coupons Book of 10 at Dog Creek - $120
All campsites are first come, first serve.
Check your mailing label to be sure the address is correct. Please let us know if any changes should be made.
If you would like to receive the Little Sioux Wanderings free of charge, please send your name and physical or
email address to Naturalist, 4931 Yellow Ave, Peterson IA 51047. The newsletter is also available via email.
See our web site at www.prairieheritagecenter.org to check out the newsletter or subscribe via email.
Environmental Protection Agency: 712-336-1840
Conservation Officers: John Sells: 712-260-1019
Chris Subbert: 712-240-6662
TIP (Turn In Poachers): 1-800-532-2020

The O’Brien County Conservation Board does not discriminate against anyone on the
basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin, age or handicap. If anyone believes that
he or she has been subjected to such a discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with either the O’Brien County Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Opportunity,
U.S. Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240
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Mary Back - Buttons
Paige, Matthew & Luke Dagel - Program Supplies
Arlene Roemmich - Storage Tubs
Faith Specht - Telescope
Terry Hain - Grass Bales
Blake Sievert - Program Supplies
Daryl VanderKooi - Walleye Mounts

Weekend operations at the Prairie Heritage
Center and special programming offered through
the Conservation Board are made possible
through the generous offering of volunteer time.
Collectively HUNDREDS of hours of service
were donated in the past year by the following
people: Jon & Judy Bang, Sue Cullers, Margaret
Dau, Kirsten Elyea, Maxine Ewoldt, Duane &
Rosemary Jalas, Blayne & Jean Johnson,
Theodore & Caroline Letzring, Lyle & Kathy
Luedke, Ken & Bev Orthmann, Doris Rausch,
Arlene Roemmich, Dave Schroeder, Judy
Schultz, Fred & Lucile Tanner, Dotty Trost,
Paul & Kathy Unterbrink, Jesse Weatherman,
Roger Weatherman, and BethWilson.
April is “Volunteer Appreciation Month.” But
we don’t just appreciate our volunteers during
that month … they are special to us ALL YEAR
LONG!!
THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS!!!

Wish List

Would you have any of these items to help
with the Prairie Heritage Center and
Conservation Board Programs?
* Tin (pioneer type) dishes and pots
for use in the covered wagon play
area
* Pioneer dress-up clothes for the
covered wagon play area
* Markers and crayons
* Monetary donations towards
binoculars

Volunteers at Events: Sue Culler s, Mar gar et Dau,
Theodore & Caroline Letzring, Kathy Luedke, Arlene
Roemmich, Fred Tanner,
Monetary Donation:
Jon Bang - Sponsor for Eagle Event
Quarterly Memorial Donations in Memory of:
Harry Brink
Marcia Gustin
Bob Hansen
Bob Kramme
Jake Wagenarr

Bricks at the Prairie Heritage Center:
Joe Beals
Gracie & Dude
Ruth Fivecoat Van Rennes
Richard Van Rennes Jr.

2015 Special
Edition Calendar
Winners
December (2014) - Prairie Heritage Gifts Package Senator David Johnson
January draw - Bruce Morrison Artwork - Kathy Luedke
February draw - Snowshoes - Nancy Schoenewe

Consider supporting
Iowa’s Wildlife this tax season.
Mark the Chickadee Check-off
box to donate to help all wildlife
… especially our non-game
species.
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Traditions of Trapping &
Big Bucks
Saturday, March 14
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Bring in your deer mounts from 9:00 - 10:00

