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Cabin construction is underway! Dog Creek Park will soon be home to one of the most unique
camping cabin designs in the Midwest. Located amid prime hunting ground and pristine prairie
landscape along Iowa’s state Glacial Trail Scenic Byway, these cabins are sure to draw the
attention of visitors from throughout the region.
The two bins went up in a hurry at the end of July. It was exciting to see the immediate progress.
The next steps in the process will take a bit longer. The interiors of the cabins have begun to be
framed. Ultimately, each of the bins will include a kitchen, living area, bathroom and bedroom
on the lower level. A spiral staircase will lead to the second level where there will be two
additional bedrooms. Each of the cabins will sleep between 12-16 people. An upper balcony
deck will provide a scenic view of the lake from each perspective.
The Conservation Board has set the rental price for the cabins at $130/night for Sunday through
Thursday, $150/night for Friday, Saturday and holidays and $875 for a weekly rate. There will
be a two night minimum stay and a two week maximum stay.
You can expect continued updates as the project progresses. A media day is being planned as
soon as the interior framing is completed. It is anticipated that tentative rentals will be taken
following this event for dates beginning in mid-June of 2017.
Watch for more information to be released!

Vision for the Future
Where have we come from and where will we go? It all comes down to vision!
When we look at the O’Brien County Conservation Board system,
we have many past visionaries to thank for the path of progress
that we are on. For example, enterprising citizens Hugh Dealy,
Ferd Holms and George Harris conceived of the idea to build a
dam in the area of Mill Creek Park in 1912. Their sense of vision
and willingness to take a chance on an idea brought about one of
the most popular parks in the area. Through the years, other ideas
such as camping cabins, modern concession stand, lodge
renovation, handicap fishing dock, fishing jetties, camping pads,
and more have been conceived of and accomplished at the park. This year was probably one of the
busiest ever at Mill Creek. The cabins and campgrounds were full throughout the summer. The
beach was packed every day, and the concession stand business was outstanding.
This year the Prairie Heritage Center celebrates its 10th anniversary.
The idea of an education center was first brought to the board by Darwin
Koenig more than ten years prior to the building construction. Many
visionaries and supporters have brought to reality this hub for
environmental education and outdoor exploration that is used by more
than 12,000 people each year.
The desire and determination to accomplish great things for the future
has not ended. Whether it is the new bin shaped camping cabins at Dog
Creek Park, the new shooting shelters at the Sheldon Shooting Range, or
the upcoming Floating Island at Mill Creek Park, the O’Brien County
Conservation Board and Staff is dedicated to continuing to dream big
and accomplish great things for the future of the visitors to and residents
of O’Brien County.

Terry Boltjes, Director

“You are not here merely to make a living. You are here in order to enable the
world to live more amply, with greater vision, with a finer spirit of hope and
achievement. You are here to enrich the world. “
Woodrow Wilson

O’Brien County Conservation Board - (712) 295-7200
occb@iowatelecom.net
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There is something new to see in the lower level at the Prairie Heritage
Center. The exhibit “Tell Me A Story” has something for everyone. The
display is based on the theme of children’s literature. The topics covered
range from trees to insects to astronomy and more. The hands-on
activities and colorful panels will provide a bright spot for visitors from
now through December. The next exhibit planned will be “Living in
Iowa.” It will tell the story of how the landscape, plants, animals and
people of the state have changed over the years. A portion of the exhibit will include the Tallgrass
Prairie Traveling exhibit that has been making its way throughout the state. Make plans to see this
exhibit between January and May.
Fall is a spectacular time of year to visit the tallgrass prairie! The amber
color of the grass dotted with the bright yellow and purple flowers is
breathtaking! There are many events coming up which will give you a
chance to get outdoors. The Historical Fall Fest is one that you won’t
want to miss. Come out to the center on Saturday, September 17 to enjoy
the prairie in all its festive colors.
Every event that has taken place so far as well as those planned for
the rest of 2016 helps people take part in the 10 year anniversary of
the Prairie Heritage Center. We want to especially thank all of our
supporters who came out for the Bison Burger Picnic and Lawn
Concert in August. We had a record turnout of people enjoying
great food, great music and a great time. Future opportunities to
take part in the fun … and the fun-draising include the National
Bison Day Celebration in November.
Remember that there is still time to purchase a raffle ticket to enter into a
drawing for this beautiful 10th anniversary commemorative quilt. Proceeds
from this handcrafted quilt will go towards future projects at the center.
Tickets can be purchased from the Prairie Heritage Center from now
through December 30th.
Thank you to all who have assisted us with fundraising this year. It is through your generosity and
involvement that we have come this far. You will be a key part of our exciting future!

Hours: Wednesday - Friday - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday - 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Need information? See our website at www.prairieheritagecenter.org
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Thursday, September 8 at 5:00 p.m. – Monarch on the Move - Mill Creek Park
It is time for the annual migration of the majestic monarchs. Meet at the lodge to
learn more about their amazing lifecycle. Then we will set out to capture and
tag some of these beautiful insects.
Saturday, September 10 from 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. - W omen in the Outdoors - Lake Pahoja
Ladies, see the article on page 9 to learn more about this event.
Tuesday, September 13 at 7:00 p.m. - W atching Raptors - Prairie Heritage Center
Another annual migration is underway. Raptors are soaring overhead throughout the
fall. This event will provide some identification tips to help you recognize
these high flyers.

Saturday, September 17 from 11:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m - Historical Fall Fest - Prairie Heritage Center
Savor the colors of fall and explore our historical heritage. Enjoy a horse-drawn
wagon ride, fresh apple cider, games, crafts and more. This year there will be
additional opportunities to help celebrate the 10th anniversary of the
Prairie Heritage Center.
Tuesday, September 20 at 5:30 p.m. - Evening on the Prairie - Prairie Heritage Center
Stroll through the tallgrass at one of the most beautiful times of year. Big Bluestem is in its prime
with a complement of yellow and purple flowers to add to the vista.
Sunday, September 25 from 1:00 until 4:00 p.m. - Archaeology Day Sanford Museum in Cherokee
The O’Brien County Conservation Board is partnering with several other organizations
to help visitors learn about history. For a full line up of events, see the article on page 9
of this newsletter.
Thursday, October 6 at 5:00 p.m. - Prairie Seed Harvest - Prairie Heritage Center
Meet at the center to carpool to a nearby location. Learn about the process of reestablishing prairie
while helping to collect some seed for use on the nature center site.
Sunday, October 16 at 2:00 p.m. – Tails and Stones - Prairie Heritage Center
Here is another opportunity to explore history during Iowa Archaeology Month. Try your hand
at flint knapping, stone tools crafting, and cattail weaving.
Tuesday, October 25 at 6:30 p.m. - Unhuggables - Prairie Heritage Center
Just in time for Halloween, learn the true scoop about some of those “creepy” creatures of the night.
Saturday, November 5 from 1:00 until 3:00 p.m. - National Bison Day - Prairie Heritage Center
Take part in this come-and-go celebration of our nation
mammal and the icon of the tallgrass prairie. There will be
crafts, games and activities that the whole
family will enjoy. This will be the perfect
opportunity to #Get Your Beard On in honor of
our BISON!
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Thursday, November 10 at 7:00 p.m. - Reclaim Y our Holidays - Prairie Heritage Center
Learn some tips and tricks to make your holiday celebrations more relaxing and earth friendly.
Sunday, November 13 from 2:00 until 4:00 p.m. - Nature Crafts - Prairie Heritage Center
Bring your creative spirit to combine with nature supplies for great holiday decorations!
Saturday, November 19 beginning at 1:00 p.m. - Snowshoe Making - Prairie Heritage Center
Make your own snowshoes to use this winter. See the article on page 10 of the newsletter.
This year features a more inexpensive and lightweight option.
PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED BY NOVEMBER 1!
Call the center at 712-295-7200.
Sunday, December 4 at 2:00 p.m. - Avoid the Mall - Prairie Heritage Center
Join in a fun outdoor activity … and avoid the mall! Regardless of the weather, there will be
a mystery event planned for the afternoon. Come outdoors - it’s full of surprises!
Tuesday, December 13 at 7:00 p.m. - Geminid Meteor Shower - Prairie Heritage Center
Bring your sturdy walking shoes. We will combine a winter night walk with the opportunity
to view the annual Geminid meteors as they streak across the sky.
Tuesday, December 20 at 5:00 p.m. - W inter’s Arrival - Mill Creek Park
Winter has arrived. Wear sturdy walking shoes for a winter evening walk around the lake.
Do something different on this shortest day of the year.
The Conservation Board and Staff
wish you and your family
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
A BLESSED NEW YEAR!!
The Prairie Heritage Center will be closed on December 24th through 26th
and on December 31st through January 2nd.
Saturday, January 7 beginning at 10:00 a.m. - W inter Birding - Prairie Heritage Center
Meet at the nature center to carpool to various locations looking for winter birds and Bald Eagles.
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Floating Island
The O’Brien County Conservation Board has been involved in a very
innovative project to bring water quality and habitat improvements to
Mill Creek Lake. Along with these two important benefits, the project
will also add visual appeal and a chance to educate park visitors on the
benefits of wetlands.
The idea for this project came from park user, Marjorie Feltman, who approached the director with a concept that
she had seen while on vacation. The conversation sparked a flurry of interest from additional partners such as the
O’Brien County Community Foundation, O’Brien County Sportsman’s Club, Iowa Great Lakes Fishing Club and
Brian Feltman. Additional support for signage came from the Family of Maxine Busch.
The island and plants have arrived. Soon the island will be floating near
the newest fishing jetty at the southwest corner of Mill Creek Lake. The
plants will have a chance to put down roots this fall. By next spring and
summer, the island will already be contributing to improved water
quality. Microbes on the plant roots turn nitrates into nutrients for the
plants. Roots also increase the
dissolved oxygen available for fish.
The island will aid fish habitat by providing an area for smaller fish to
congregate in the shade and root mass under the island. This will bring larger
predatory fish such as bass close to the island and also to the fishing jetty.
All of these benefits and more will be described in an informational sign
which park patrons can view from the walking path.
It is through the partnership of many that new projects come into being! Thanks to all involved!

#Fund the Trust
The Sustainable Funding Committee began the work to protect Iowa’s Natural
Areas in 2006. In 2010, a favorable vote by 63% of the people of Iowa passed
through the legislature to create a Natural Resource and Outdoor Recreation
Trust Fund. Now, in 2016, the Iowa Water and Land Legacy organization
encourages voters to take the crucial next step in directing revenue to the Trust
Fund. By contacting your legislator to express your feelings on this issue, you
will help to ensure that this permanent, constitutionally protected funding
source is available to conserve Iowa’s water, soil, habitat, parks and trails for
generations to come.
The 3/8 of 1% of a tax increase protects Iowa’s natural areas. It will also aid our economy by attracting
and retaining a skilled workforce and will contribute to the quality of life of all Iowans.
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Bison Stampede

On August 13, the Little Sioux Valley Conservation Association hosted the first ever 5K trail run at the
Prairie Heritage Center. It was a perfect morning with comfortable weather (for August) and plenty of
sunshine. The runners enjoyed a scenic run through restored prairie and along the wooded area and river.
The event was a big success. We appreciate race sponsorship by Security State Bank and Thrivent
Financial. Thank you to all of the runners and walkers who took part. We hope to see all of you … and
many more … next year!!
EVENT RESULTS
20:56:00
21:32:00
22:01:00
22:50:00
23:38:00
23:51:00
24:03:00
25:11:00
26:10:00
26:11:00
26:15:00
26:36:00
28:20:00
28:51:00
30:42:00
31:38:00
33:08:00
33:39:00
33:42:00
33:43:00
37:34:00
38:31:00
38:31:00
38:48:00
40:32:00
41:14:00
48:26:00
48:27:00
48:28:00
51:38:00
51:48:00
51:48:00

Andrew
Anthony
Mark
Kirsten
DJ
John
Ryan
Lincoln
Caleb
Shelia
Shelly
Arielle
Jennifer
Jenny
Molly
Leroy
Sharon
Hudson
Traci
Tonya
Dante
Sarah
Nicolette
John
Tracy
Lauri
Teresa
Annie
Dave
Jasper
Tate
Darin

Lichter
Peters
Saunders
Elyea
Mc Donald
Rock
Berg
Rock
Rock
Weaver
Rock
Wohlert
Lange
Johnson
Hicks
Liske
Flinders
Oolman
Nelson
Oolman
Johnson
Gerhard
Bracy
Sells
Schultz
Sells
Stoll
Iverson
Stoll
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson

M - 20-29
M - 40-49
M - 20-29
F - 20-29
M - 20-29
M - 40-49
M- 40-49
M - 14-19
M- 14-19
F - 40-49
F- 40-49
F - 20-29
F - 30 -39
F - 40-49
F - Under 13
M - over 60
F - 40-49
M - Under 13
F - 50-59
F - 40-49
M- Under 13
F -20-29
F-30-39
M - 40-49
F - 50-59
F - 40-49
F - 50-59
F - 30-39
M - 50-59
M - Under 13
M - 14-19
M- 40-49
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Camping Season
Farewell
O’Brien County
Emergency Management Alerts

Jared Johnson, the county’s new emergency manager,
recently offered the following service to the
conservation department. If you are a resident of
O’Brien County or even if you are only staying at
one of our parks or using our areas for recreation, you
may be interested in receiving emergency notifications for weather related incidents. Follow the above
QR code or signup at:
http://entry.inspironlogistics.com/obrien_ia/wens.cfm
Use the service to keep up-to-date on emergency
alerts while visiting O’Brien County areas.

It is nearly time to pack away the camping equipment
for the season. It is hard to believe that it has passed so
quickly.
We would like to thank our campground hosts Bob and
Vickie Ruden at Mill Creek and Daryl Ebel at Dog
Creek for the excellent job that they have done
throughout the summer.
Our summer staff included Dallas Jalas and Jackson
Swanson. These two young men were a huge help to
our park rangers as they assisted with mowing and other
projects.
Get outdoors! The campgrounds officially close on October 2nd. But there is still plenty of time to enjoy the
fall weather at our parks and wildlife areas this fall.
The 12-person cabins at Mill Creek remain open through
January 2. Reservations are already being taken for
next year for all of the cabins and the lodge.

The End of
Baseball Bats?

We look forward to serving you next year!

Could the sound of the ball cracking against a wooden bat
become instead the sound of the bat cracking? Bats made
out of maple wood have a tendency to shatter. Because the
wood is less brittle, white ash trees are the lumber of choice
for about 25% of major league players and thousands of
amateur hitters.
The Emerald Ash Borer, an invasive species from Asia has
been making its way across the United States. It has now
been found in 36 counties in Iowa and has been confirmed
in central Iowa.
This beetle is also getting very close to the forests where
bat producers source the white ash used to make hundreds
of thousands of bats each year for the Rawlings company.
The Louisville Slugger brand lumber source is also in
jeopardy.
The Forest Products Laboratory of the US Forest Service is
doing their part to help Major League Baseball find an
alternative tree species that is
safe for use.
You can do your part to slow
the spread of the Emerald Ash
Borer. Burn your firewood
where you buy it. Don’t spread
the beetle!

Playground Challenge
The Modern Woodman of America local
chapter has issued a playground challenge.
The chapter will match up to $2,500 for
donations to add to the playground equipment
at Mill Creek Park.
If you are interested in contributing to this
worthy cause, please contact our office. 8

Women in the Outdoors
The Gobblin’ Ghosts Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federatuib is
holding their annual Women in the Outdoors event at Lake Pahoja in Lyon
County this year. This is a wonderful opportunity for women ages 14 and up
to enjoy the comradery and support of other ladies as they learn new skills.
Those youth ages 14-17 are asked to attend with an adult. There is no
upper age limit … you are never too old to try new things!
The event is co-hosted by the Conservation Boards of Lyon, O’Brien, Osceola and Sioux Counties. It will
be held on Saturday, September 10 beginning at 8:00 a.m. and lasting until 4:30 p.m. Pre-registration is
encouraged.
Presentations for the day include Dutch Oven Cooking, Buzz of
Bees, Paddleboarding, Tour of Blood Run Historical Landmark,
and Wild Edibles.
The $45 registration fee includes a National Wild Turkey
Federation membership, subscription to the Turkey Federation
magazine, door prizes, all activities and a noon meal. If you are
already a WITO member, inquire about a discount.
Check out our website for a registration form or call the center at
712-295-7200 and we will mail a flier to you.

Little Sioux River Archaeology Day
Celebrate our past during Iowa Archaeology Month. The Northwest Chapter of the Iowa
Archaeological Society has partnered with numerous agencies including the O’Brien
County Conservation Board to host an afternoon of fall fun for the whole family.
Head over to the Sanford Museum and Planetarium in Cherokee on Sunday,
September 15 from 1:00 until 4:00 p.m.
Come-and-go Indoor Presentations include:
1:00 until 1:30 - Prehistoric Cultures of NW Iowa by Megan Stroh, Sanford Museum Archaeologist
1:30 until 2:00 - Using Photography to Study Mill Creek Villages by Mark Anderson,
Office of the State Archaeologist
2:00 until 2:30 - Handheld Lidar Device in Archaeology by Brennan Dolan, Iowa DOT
2:30 until 3:00 - The Future of Blood Run by Jen Bancescu, State Historic Preservation Office
3:00 until 4:00 - Native American Star Stories and Planetarium by Linda Burkhart,
Sanford Museum Director
There is more to do outdoors! Take part in Flintknapping, Atlatl Throwing,
Pottery Making, Basket Making, Native American Games, Wild Edible Plant Walk and more.
O’Brien County Conservation is also hosting a second event to celebrate Iowa
Archaeology Month on Thursday, October 6. See the calendar on Page 4 for
more details.
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Snowshoe Making Workshop
We are barely out of the hot weather of summer and already winter is
on our mind. For years, the Conservation Board has offered
snowshoe making workshops with kits including beautifully crafted
wood frames. This year there is a new twist. The supplier has
developed an aluminum snowshoe kit which can be obtained at a
much more economical price.
Few experiences can compare to stomping across freshly fallen snow on a pair of snowshoes. This
activity is an excellent way to relax and get exercise at the same time! Hiking across the snow takes
on a new meaning when you construct your own handmade pair of snowshoes! The Conservation
Board is holding a snowshoe making class on Saturday, November 19 beginning at 1:00 p.m.
Three “Expedition” style snowshoes will be available to make. These include frames made out of
white ash, nylon lacings and bindings. The styles available are Ojibway, Huron and Bearpaw. Each
type has an advantage in different conditions, but all produce an exceptional quality product. The
material cost for any of these three styles is $150.
The new “Urban” style snowshoe has undergone three years of research and development field
testing. The frames are made of aircraft-grade 6061-T6 aluminum. The traditional lacing patterns are
completed with nylon “TechDeck” materials and ratchet-style bindings are included. Three sizes are
available depending on user body weight. The material cost for the Urban snowshoes is $85.
When completed, you will only need to varnish the snowshoes annually to keep them in shape for a
lifetime. The investment of time and money in the process produces a product that is a source of
pride as well as a long-time use.
The kits will need to be ordered by November 1.
Please call 712-295-7200 for more information or to reserve your spot in the class.

Bear Paw

Ojibway

Huron

“Urban” Style

Check your mailing label to be sure the address is correct. Please let us know if any changes should be made.
If you would like to receive the Little Sioux Wanderings free of charge, please send your name and physical or email
address to Naturalist, 4931 Yellow Ave, Peterson IA 51047. The newsletter is also available via email.
Environmental Protection Agency: 712-336-1840
Conservation Officers: John Sells: 712-260-1019
Joe Yarkosky: 712-2460-1004
TIP (Turn In Poachers): 1-800-532-2020

The O’Brien County Conservation Board does not discriminate against anyone on the
basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin, age or handicap. If anyone believes that
he or she has been subjected to such a discrimination, he or she may file a complaint
with either the O’Brien County Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Opportunity,
U.S. Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240
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We are so grateful to the following people who
responded to our 10th Anniversary Fundraising
Appeal:
Buertess Beals, Faith Brown, Merle Fedderson,
Catheryn Geerdes, Jolene Gonnerman, Kenneth
Hansen, Hohbach Construction, Otto Hintz,
Freddie & Skip Hunt, James & Colleen Johnson,
John & Betty Kreykes, Carol McCarty,
Duane & Dee Kolpin, Leroy & Luella Liske,
Betty Morfitt, Terry & Barb Morris,
Bruce & Georgeanne Morrison, Linda Nellis,
Neva Nolan, Richard Noll, Northwest REC,
O’Brien County Soil & Water Conservation
District, Ken & Bev Orthmann, Vickie Rausch,
Dr. Jack & Glenda Rhodes, Betty Riessen,
Fay Schmidt Schall, Sheryl Sleeper, Jean Struve,
Nancy Van Bruggen, Lynn & Cynthia Van de
Brake, Bill & Marcella Wagner, Steven
Waggoner, Harvey & Marjean Westerman,
L. Beth Wilson
Would you be willing to contribute? All of
donations of any size are welcome and are tax
deductible. Those gifts over $100 are recognized
on the Web of Life Wall. It is through the
generosity of people
like you that we have
come so far in 10
years, and it is
through your support
that we will continue
to do great things in
the future!

Wish List

Would you have any of these items to help
with the Prairie Heritage Center and
Conservation Board Programs?
* Yarn for projects
* Felt for murals and projects
* Plastic storage tubs of all sizes
* Outlet safety covers
* Mirrors for programming
* Glue gun & glue sticks
* Bedsheets - can be old, will be used
for spear targets
* Fabric markers
* Washable markers

Jim Becker - Storage Tubs
Drake Hokansen & Carol Kratz - Land Grant, Map, Skull
and books
Larry & Barbara Sangl - Program Supplies
Del Walinga - Fire Rings at Mill Creek Park
Volunteers at Events: J on & J udy Bang, Sue Culler s,
Kirsten Elyea, Margaret Dau, Duane & Rosemary Jalas,
Darin & Jenny Johnson, Theodore & Caroline Letzring,
Lyle & Kathy Luedke, Bruce & Georgeann Morrison,
Ken & Bev Orthmann, Arlene Roemmich,
Dave & Teresa Stoll, Nancy Tjossem, Beth Wilson
Brick at Prairie Heritage Center:
Mike & Cindy Lindahl
In Memory of Guy Andrews
In Memory of Arlene Sampson
In Memory of Marilyn Schimmer
Brick at Mill Creek Park:
Brad & Gretchen Bosma
Honor of Dona Horkey
Charles & Kim Loutsch
Quarterly Memorial Donations in Memory of:
Jeanie Bogenrief
Jerry Lackey
Roger Hill
Arlene Sampson
Marilyn Schimmer
Doris Steele
Monetary Donations
For Floating Island:
Brian Feltman
Marjorie Feltman
Iowa Great Lakes Fishing Club
O’Brien County Sportsman’s Club
O’Brien County Community Foundation
For Floating Island Signage:
In Memory of Maxine Busch
For Bison Signage:
In Memory of Arlene Sampson
O’Brien County Community Foundation
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Plan to Attend!
Historical Fall Fest
Saturday, September 17
National Bison Day
Saturday, November 5

